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£ be moſt ſacred Majeſty. 


ERA He Sermon of Peace and 
BS Charity which your Ma: 
me city was pleaſed to call 
for about twelve Weeks || 
fince, by which meansit 
> had the fayour to become one of the 
i earlyeſt Addreſſes made to your Maje- 
 :fty after the recalling of thoſe Votes; 
| - hath now taken the confidence to ap- 
| -pear more publick, that it may demon- 


Y 


-ſtrate and teſtifie the reality of your 
 Majeſties inclinations to Peace, (which 
=alone could render this trifle confidera- 
© ble to you ) and the fincere deſire of, 
A2 your 
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your moſt private undiſguiſed _retize- 
ments, to make the way back to*yonr 
Throne by none but Pacifick meanes, 
even then when others thought it- their 
duty by the Sword to attempt it for 
—_ 

The other few Sermons added to the 
Volume have no errand but to attend 
this, that it may with a little more ſo- 
lemnity approach your Sacred pre- 
fence, and enjoy thatliberty , which is 
denyed to | 


| _ Your Majeſtics moſt cb:dienr, 
Seps. 16. 
1648. and 


moſt deyoted Subject and Servant, 


H. Hammond. 


XUM 


TT 


2223222822220 0SS0000 2900808 
The Titles of the-ſeverall Sermons. 


He Chriſtians Obligation to Peace and Charity : from 


Iſaiah 3. 4. Page Is 
Chrifts eaſie Yoke, Mat. 11. 30. Pe. 24 
E phraims Complaint, Ter, 31.18. P.43 
Tohn Baptiſts warning, Mat, 3. 2. P- 66 
God is the God of Bethel, Gen. 31,13. © P. 83 


The neceſſity of the Chriftians cleanſing,2 Cor.7.1. p.107 


Chri# and Barabbas, Joh. 18. 40, ( being a Lent Sermon 
at Oxford, Anz. Dom. 1643.) Pp. 128 


St, Punl's Sermon to Felix, At. 24. 25. (being a Lent 


Scrmoaat Oxford, Ann. Dom. 1645.) P- ISL 


The bleſſing influence of Chriſfts reſurrefion, At. 3.26. 
( being an Eaſter Sermon at St, Maries in Oxford, 
Anno Dom. 1644. ) P-I7I 


Gods Complaint againft Revolters, Iſaiah 1. 5. ( prepared 
at Carisbrcoke Caſtle, bur not preached.) p-193; 
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iſtians Obligations to PEACE, 
and CHARITY, 


The I. SERMON. -_ 


—_— 


ISAIAH 2. 4, : | 
They ſhall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, and their 
ſpears into pruning-hooks, © 


2 He day is the third of Advent, deſigned by 
the Church for the celebration of the 

© cloſer and nearer approach of the Maje- 
ſty of heaven to this lowly ſfinfull earth 
of ours, that <cvaoſmiun. igzoulle Bantis, 
' Bleſſed coming kingdome, as 'tis ſtiled, Mark, 
II. 10. And the text isa plece of an Ad- 
| vent Chapter, the very contents beſpeak 
| it ſo, Iſaiah prophecying the coming, i. e. 
Advent of Chriſts kingdome. All theunhappinefle of it is, that 
this part ofthe prophefie about transforming of ſwords ſeems 
nat yetto be fulfilled in our ears, that after 1o many Centu- 
es, Chriſt is not yet ſo effeftually and throughly born a- 
mongft us, as was here foretold, that thofe glorious effe&ts of 
| | B his 
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his incarnation are not yet come to their tull date, j. e. in effe&t, 
that GO ne Oe Re UN him all the natur'd 
ch qualitics, all theuniry and peace and bliſſe in the 
world, and through the contrivances of the enemy-power 


there knot! er þ to bring forth, all the ous iſſues 
"ESE Ip 
WO ne O | ing world b o gely 
diſtant om Pon wed Je py rn the propheſe of kiscoming 


having fo lictle of the fword in them, and the prattife of Chri- 
ftendome ſo nothing elſe; Blefſed Lord, that we might once 
be able to reconcile theſe contrary 9aricive, thiat we might one 
day celebrate an 4dcent indeed; and that the completion of the 
propheſfie of this Text might he an. ingredient in the ſolemni- 
ty, that this of ours might be one of thofe Nations and Peeple 
qudged and rebuked, i. e. convincedand converted by the incarnate 
Saviour, for then would thefe wards of the Text be verified of 
us, They ſhall beat their ſwords, &c. | | 
The words are the charafer or effeft of Chriſts Kingdome,otf 
the ſtateand power of his Goſpel in Mens hearts; and 1 fhall- 
view them, firſt, abſolutely, in the ſeverall parts or branches of 
this chara&er : and then relatively, as they are peculiarly verifi- 


ed of tlie ſtate of the Goſpel, or as they are a character of thar.. 


In the Abſclute view you have, 1. The ſwords and fears on one 
fide. 2. Theplow-ſhares and pruning-hookg on the other. 3. The 


2afege or rotiur of one of theſe into the other,by way of bedting-. 
ae 


In the relative view we ſhall, firſt, have occafian to. vindt 
the truth of this propheſte againſt the contrary appearances. 2. To ſhew 
you bew,end by what means Chriſtianity undertakgs to work this great 
work, to beat the. ſwords, &c. 

I begin with the. abſoluteview , and in that, with the mol 
formidable part. ofthe proſpett;the ſwards and ls. af 
ſaulting piercing weapons found out,and fo 


and wits of men, to arme their rage, to fatisfie thefr covetings, | 
and ambitions, to all the quarrelsthat the carnall or 


diabolicall affeftions of men , have commenc'd or inflani'd 

through the world. Theſe are the groſs elements made uſe of by 

the Prophet figuraxively to expreſſe the Inſtruments of our ho= 

Rilicies that Be more covertly in gur hearts, theſe tide 
| wo 
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alſo; and in relation to theſe hoſtilities it is, that we Minifters 


ſwords and ſpear s, uncharitable, unpeaceable hy- 
beat give you 
Pl theſe quar- 


our reþel{ions, and reſiſtances againſt his will , our con 
walkings to him, the throwing off that yoke of Moralf , or 


are pofted from Heaven like ſo many Heraulds at the News 
Battery, or approach of the Enemy, to demand a Parly, before 
men proceed any farther in their gyancly $$e«ex/e, 'or fighting 
againft God, and our Embaſſie is very ſubmitle, a God 
did __ y34 by us, as Lot doth the Sodomites on their of 
the Angels, Wepray you Brethren, doe not ſo wickglly, We pray you in: 
Chrifts flead that you willnot proceed in your courſe, that you will 
be pacified andreconciled unto Ged; And ſure theſe are formidable 
flaughtering weapons, very blondy cthreatning Enemies, that 


make God think fit to ſend out Embaſſies for treaty, and not 


venture his Heaven to be torn'd bythem. 

A ſecond ſort of hoſtilities poſlibly here meant are theſe 4- 
gainſt our ſelves, the fataPſt and bloudicſt in the world, the picr- 
cingand wounding, and bucchering our own poor fouls, - 4 
Forming andenfcebling them with our waſting habies-of 
exhauſting the very principles —_ ingenuous Nature, Ica- 

2 ving 
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ving never a vitall ſpark or ſeed ofhumanity behind,bue viola- 
ting and grieving and quenching all,adirett felonia de ſe,murthe- 


ring & aflaſſinating theſe divine creatures which Godhad .. 


red to people Heaven,& caſting them out to the noiſom'ſtdungs 
hils, imploying them to the meaneſt offices in the world. Nay 
hoſtilities to the fleſh it ſelf; thoſe ſinnes that undertake to 


ſerye the groſſer part of us, to have ſpeciall fidelitics and kind- 


neſſes to the fleſh in all their warrings againſt the ſoul, are 
not yet ſo faithfull in their performances, work oft the grea- 
teſt pralices to that very fleſh, caſt it ſometimes into the fire, ſometimes 
into the water, deſpoil it of all the honour, beauty, ſpirits,joyes, 
and life it {elf, leave it the piteouſeſt, disfigured, rifled, waſted 
fleſh imaginable, and ſo have their malices and treacheries a- 
gainſt thatalſo. But the truth is, theſe are but the @co7Vyua, 
or vaudyias,the preluſory lighter brandiſhings of theſe ſwords: 
The uncharitableneſfſes here eſpecially deligned are in the third 
Place, thoſe that (as our materiall ſwords and ſpears ) are ordi- 
narily imployed againſt our Brethren,or fellow Chriſtians, ei- 
ther upon their lives, or their reputativis, or their ſoules. 
I. On their /ves, when-either our ambitions,or revenges, or 
which is the worſt ofall, and the bloudieft aflaſinate ( when 
*ris ſet on it, when 'tis gotten into the Jeſtite chamber of me- 
ditation ) our mes 6,4G, bitter envying or zeal, when that 
I fay, like the bloud of the Mulberies to the Elephant, ſhall in- 
flame us to a brutality, a thirſt of our Brethrens bloud,turnin 
the Chriſtian into a Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the Leek 


giving the Church that new notion of Militant in ſbedding as 


much of other mens bloud (and triumphing in that effuſion )as 
in the Primitive times it powred out: of its own veins, when 
the Heathen Perſecutors called for it; when Chriſtians ſhall 
deſigne God ſacrifices, bloudy Caniball oblations,;and, in thar 


other ſterne ſenſe of the Apoſtles words, aoz-ras Wares, rational” 


humane ſacrifices,whole herds and hecatombes at once,and think 


to avert judgments, to work expiations, to performe ſuperero-. 


ating ſervices to Godby that means. 
2. On their reputations, whether in the language of the Slan- 
derer and Reviler, whoſe words are fpears and arrows.,and his to 


« ſbarp ſword, in the Plalmiſts Dialect, the preparative to that 


former 
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former -pradiling'on the life, putting men into wild beaſts 
$kins,thar they may be worried, and. torne to pieces in their 
diſpuiſes; or whether yet inthe higher ſtrain of the cenſorious 
| Anathenarizer, that breaths out woes and damnations, pales 
| that bloudy ſentence upon all that walk not in his path toward 
| Canaan; this ſpirituall affaſſinacy, this deepeſt die of bloud be- 
| ing moſt ſatanically deſigned on ſoutes , and ( becauſe they can- 
not get thoſe into their power ) prattifing it in Efigie, Grad: 
tering them here in this C other Calvary, the place for the cru» 
_ of reputations, turning men (upon any, upon no oc- 
nd out ofthe communion of their charity , when they 
cannot out of bliſſe, and no doubt rejeting many, whom the 
Angels entertain more hoſpitably. 

Laſtly, on mens ſoules, whether by terrors,or by invitations, 
by the ſharp , or by the ſoft. weapon , working ruine and de- 
ſtru&ion on them : By the ſharp, forcing to violate their con- 
{ſciences in hope to get their bodies or cſtates off from the tor- 
ture, (as the Engliſhman is obſerv'd through-impatience ofany 
preſent preſſure, to venture the vaſteſt future danger that will 
| pretend to eaſe or reſcue him at the inſtant, and therefore they 

ſay theuſe of the rack, was ſuperſeded in this Nation) and they 
thatcan be Inſtruments in this ſavage enterpriſc,that.can thus o-. 
perate under the Great Abaddon, -in this profeſſion of aſſaulting 
B 2nd wounding of ſouls,tor which Chriſt was-content to die;are 
ſure ſome of the E107 ? 35 the ſons of blond, in the plurall, 

as the Hebrews call them; And ſo heallſo that: is ſo: skilPd ar 
the ſoft weapon, that by the fair iniinuating carriage, by the 
help ef the winning addrefle, the Sirene-modeor meen:can in- 
ſpire poiſon,whiſper in deftruftion to the ſoul (as the poerick 
preſent that had ſecret chains in it, fettering and- enflaving of 
him that was pleaſed with it, 79» 79 Siyp giddy, . x) 3 avowy- on fs, 
in the Orator, the delight brought ſhackles, the beauty bands a- 
| long with it, but no man to looſe him thatwas ' preſently en= 
| ſnared by them ) he that can tole on the tameg,wel-natur'd,cafie 
ſeducible into all the luxury , andthe hell; the. fin and the 
damnation imaginable, he.is one of the fair-ſpoken ſword-men 
that David ſpeaks of, whoſe words are ſofter than: butter, and yet are- 
| they very ſwords, Yon have hada view 'of the Artillery. 1n. the 
B. 3; Text,, 
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Text, the interprexation of the hoftile weapons, the ſorde and 


Pears, the furnicure of the Heathens Armory before Chriſts 
coming, { Good God;thar in their travaile round about the 
world, they were notat length all cranſported hither, wy like 
the Teeth of old, ſowed and ſprung up a whole harveſt of fwords 
ad ſpears, ofanimotities , and uncharitablenefles in this our 
!) Ihaftento the more innocent tools the weapons ofthe 
Hugband-mans warfare againſt his enemies, barrennefſeand un- 
encſſc, the plow-ſharer, and the pruning-hooks on the other 
, my fecond particular. The fignification of theſe Em- 
blemes or blereghybhicks you will toon diſcern, when you 
bart confider them, tirft, in the gener: notion , wherein both of 
them agrees inſtruments of Hn => 4 ; and then in their ſeve- 
rall particular propricttes. In ſ, they both accord to 
wad 5 unto usthe ſpirituall i and skill, the officeand 
the craft of drdling andcultivating of fouls, we are Gods hus- 
banery, his bdoved plantation, entruſted minifterially under 
him to our own, to our Brethrens diligence. | 
1. Every man to take the care of his owne field, his owne 
foul, to help it eo all thedreffing and improving , to water it 
with his tears, when it is a dry ſoile, draine it with aftionand 
bufineſic,yea and mix it with new mould, affttance and comfort 
in Chrift, when it is coo moiſt, { the diflolving or weepi 


eerth) andwhen *©38 too ,and leane, to enrich it wit 
a1 rhe whole Mine oft e, that lies treaſured to that = 
fe in the WordefGod, to ply it through each ſeaſon from 


the feed-time of repentance, { that ſowing ir tears ) to the her- 
veſt in joyand cheertainetis, the bringiug our ſheaves with ws, theſe 


meet fruits of that r ; This carth of ours, I fay, 
is thns £0 xenpon it ſelf, or when it can doe noching elſe 
( parched uarepenerate ſoul ) yet ſtill, with that, ©o 


cave, and open and gatp toward Heaven, to be ready to re- 
cerve and fack m thoſe ſhowres, thoſe influences which tha is 
ready toafiordus, and after all the ingand watering, tO 
acknowledge al tobe Gods wenrrele, his fraftifying or giving 
ofcncreafe. mor oY; Ang every man to be his own 
larsband-man wnder God, but 
' 2, Every mau again 20 help in his Brothers ficld,to make bis 
art 
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art and trade of husbandry as communicative as he 
can, notasthe manner is, of the covetous wor , to en= 
clofe his skills, for fear any man elſe ſhould be +as proſperous 
as he, . but to diffuſe our charity, aud not onely, as the Anci- 
ents did, wrice Books of Husbandry, ( our ſpiritual} Geor« 
#icks and Geoponicks ) but goe bodily and labour in the vine« 
rds by our aid, and by our example encourage allitheneigh- 
ourbood into this trade of thriving , ſer to that glorivas 
work of civilizing deſerts, baniſhing bryars and thorns, ( ug 
vethe laps'd Adam was condemned)quite out of the connrtry, 
weed out all the ferity and barbarity out of mens minds, brj 
the whole region from the neplefted waſte to the trim Euirtalf 
incloſure, from the wildernefſe tothe garden, and as far as rig 
poſſible towards ſome degree of return towards Ed , towards 
Paradiſe again, I mean towards the innocence and fertility of - 
_—_ SE _ _ veto time when or TR_ Was : 
(I would 1 could fay the harueft grew? ) and necd vo: proyite - 
the God ' of the harveſt t» ſendawhole act pr Zknemer tal 
with their military, bat their husbandly inftrumencs for the 
$938 piAcr panic, £ cealuyies, the grand charitable aft, which Cas: 
mm Xenophon preferr'd before the military, to dreſie a wild people, 
and plant ſome ſeeds ( of Chriſtianivp fhalt I' ſay? nay ) of 
honeftcivilt nature amongſt Chriſtians,uo make men ingenuous 
Heathens, one pitch above ſavage or Caniball, to give a lictfe 
Buaypevtreed in ftead ofa whole Africk of wilder creatures, and 
fo in ſome meaſure to ake emary r #eprazeb; which rhe moſt 
unchriſtian lives of the generalicy of Chriſtians havecaſt' 
him, this certainly were a ſeafon for ſach prayers in C | 
ſtendome, and alt the {hows enedyrixtg-denly i6.a coming | 
would belittle enough for that purpoſe. | 
Bur then ſomewhat is here noted by the particulay propriet ies 
of the plow-ſhaves, und the pruning-hooks: - Th Po —_— 
are for the myo #onrnd ounds, wounding and. tearing - 
aftuder our firme faſt hardned habits of fms, char q of: 
carth'and fone, with the fair green eaven over ity . 
ing wp the root of the weeds and thorns,our corrape cuſi of - 
Atkcine, and Profanenefle, that grew ſo volantarity,.. and & . 
Aft, nay, the very green fwart,as weaall it, the mare HD | 
OE lameleſs. 
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blameleſſe face ot unregenerate morality, which though ic have. 
no great hurt in it,yet muſt give place to this ſeed of Chriſt, fur- 
rowing and turning itup all;that there may be the bare earth, 
as it were; the ſolum ſubatum, the broken humble contrite heart 
ready for this new Sower, for the infuſions of grace, which will 
never thriveif there be any thing left to encumber or reſiſt, to 
overtop or ggreſtle with it : and ſo you have the interpretation 
of plow-ſhares here , the rending of the impenitent heart , the 
preparing it for grace, the humbling the proud ſinner; and fit- 
ting, and ſoftning, and emptying him forChriſt. 

Then for the pruning-books, it that be the exaft rendring ofthe 
Hebrew; You have then under that colour the dreſling of Gods 
plantations, the ſupervenient work of pairing and cutting all 
excreſcencies, in the regenerate Child of Heaven ( parallel to 
the waſhing of his feet, which was cleanſed already , in Chrifts 
anſwer to St. Peter ) lopping offthe ſuckers , the luxuriances, 
that will ſtil] return, as longas we have that root and fomes of 
fleſh aboutus, and if they are ſuffered to grow too laviſhly, 
will ſoon ſuck away all the vitall frucifying juice from the 
branches, at leaſt exhauſt very much of that heavenly ſtore, 
which would be husbandedat the beſt advantage, every dram 
more pretiouſly imployed. 


But if our Margent have made the better conjeure,(as ma- - 


ny times it doth ) and the Sithes, which you meet with there, 
carry away the importance of the Originall from the Pruning- 
books, you have then Gods calling for his fruits in the time of 
harveſt, ſending his Mowers intothe field, his ftri& requiring, and 
earneft expeCting the plentiful iſſues ofall his care,the growths 
and fructityings of his Graces;and then putall theſe together(as 
indeed the various readings may both ſtand good, or the Hook 
or Sickle, which may probably bethe yet fitter rendring.of the 
word, wil ſupply the place both of text and margent,be accom- 
modable to cither, to both uſes) and'then you have here the 
entire politive buſineſſe of all Chriſtianity,ſometimes to breakyyp, 
ſometimes toprune, ſometimes to prepare the fruits for Gods barne, to 
begin, to advance, to perfett that great workof fruit bearing, that onely 
deſigne of all Gods methods and diſpenſations among us, the 


kindly Vintage which he expeGts ſo paſſionately, Iſa. 5. after pi | 
; - S. 
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his kusbandry-- And, O what an exprobration will it be to us, 
the-Ecce labruſets there, our nothing but wild Grapes, our ſowre 
unſayory fruits of unrighteouſheſſe after all this dreſſing!” And 
let tha ſerve for the ſecond particular of the abſolute view, there 
is only the third behind, the motion or paſſage from one of theſe to the 
other, from the Swords to the Plow-ſhares, from the Spears to the- 
Sicktes,or Hooks,and that by way of beating; they ſhall beat, &c.' 
The ſame individuall metall, which was even now a fword, 
having ſuffered ſome change in the fireandanvill , comes out 
new forgedin the other ſhape; the ſame affeftions that were 
even now malitiouſly ated by Satan, formed and whet at the Phi- 
liftins forge, #vaa aNx/a; weapons of all the villany in the world, 
the Diſquieters of the honor and peace of Chriſtendome, the 
onely beautefeux abroad, our paſſions and appetites, let them 
be but transformed by the ſpirit of Chriſt, let the fire and ham- 
mer paſſe on them, and without being deſtroyed in that fire, 
they come out new moulded,inſtruments ofrighteouſneſs,zeal 
for the reforming our own lives, emulation for purity , and 
for frufifying; that Saul that was even nowan Apoſtle or Meſs 
ſenger of the Fewiſh Conſiftory to Damaſew, and had then ſuch 
a heart full of Swords and Spears, was ſo furious a Blaſphemer 
of Chriſt, and Perſecuter of Chriſtians, may continne his me- 
tall ſtil], his titleand almoſt his name and office, and be the gal- 
lanter Apoſile of Chriſt, the more aboundant Labourer for ever 
r. Chriſtianity doth not mean ſuch enmity to nature, ſuch 
ſcorn and contumely:to our humane ſouls, as to throw all as 
way as droſſe and refuſe, to mortific any other members 'upon 
earth, but thoſe which fignifie our ſins, fornication, uncleanneſſe, 
envyings, eels, &c. as for the affeftions, or faculties them- 
ſelves, have they been never ſo profane, and unhallowed , a 
breathing on them, or a conſecrating them anew , a puttin 
them to purer,8 more honorable uſes for the future, will ſerve 
the turn: the Cenſers of Corah, with alittle change, will become 
excellent Plates for Gods Santtuary. Let that love that even now was 
tranſported and lavifht out onthe ſenſuall obje&t, be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Fire, come out a pure #thereall ove, 
faſtened on the beauty of holineſſe, ( that angelicall purity- to- bee 
tranſcribed into thine, and thy —_ beirts) and the _ 


_ 
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flaming this love is, the more gracious and more” acceptable it is 


likeeo be. Let but the hoftility, that is now let loofe upon the. 


perſoris,the fins, the perſonall affronts, nay perhaps the graces, 
& vertues of other men,be retrencht and retired,;and refle&ed on 
our own fins;and then let there be as much ſteel in the weapons, 
as:much zeal in the revenges & indignations as ever;May but the 
ambitions andaſpirings of the worldling(that like airzpen*t up 
intoo cloſe acoop, works ſuch 9ncu3s, and tempeſts, fiich ſha- 
king Palfie fits in the regions about us ) be faſtned according to 
St. Pauls advice, on a new. obje&, transformed into the 
Nonrure dyeamr, purſuing of charity,as ofa prize in the Olywipick gamer, 
into the #AMmurrinxdteor, taking as much pains, ſtriving as 

to contain'himſelfeand others in quiet , to reſtore a 
battered Kingdome to Peace again, as contentious men uſe, to 
put the world into a combuſtion , and then our Swords may 
—— very edifying weapons , our contentions very excel- 


Tent, profitable contentions, every man ſtriving to agate 


and exceed the other, in meekneſle, patience, contented taking 
up the Croſſe of Chriſt, ( thoſe more than Olympick «5945, to. 


| whichthe incorruptible crowne is aſſigned) overcoming men in 


charity:and wel-doing. Doe burtyou enter into the School of 
Chrift, (the moſt boiſterous raw incultivated you, that 
have leaſt of this ſacred temper about you? and that will bee 
able to infuſe it > which brings me to my ſecond generall,, the 
relativeaſpe& of theſe words, as they are a charaer of the 
Gofpel-ſtate, of the Kingdome of - Chriſt, and ſo the fitter 
for an Advent Sermon: And in thatwee are, 1x. to confider 
what truth there is in that predi&ion, to juſtifie and vindicate 
this propheſie againſt all the contrary appearances , they ſhall 
beat, &+6. One Objection *tis clear there is againft the truth of 
this propheſie ( and*twere more for the credit of Chriſtendome 
that there were an hundred others , fo this might bee ſuper- 
ſeded ) the contrary praftiſe of the generality of Chriftians. 
Blefſed Lord! where is this promiſe of Chriſts Coming, this conſe- 
guent of his Birth and Kingdome among men? for fince 
{words came once into the world,fince the ſweet of revenge;and 
the advantage of ſpoiling others , was once taſted, fince that 
bloudy ifſuc once ——_ to break out, what hath all _— 
ity 
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ſtianity doneto ſtop, or ſtanch it? 'Tis true, what Hiftori» 
ans tell us, that at the time of Chriſte birth there was a notable 
ceffation-of Armes over the whole world ,. and the Y 

Luk; 2. 1. (not taxing, but enrobing , that brought Chriſts Pa» 
rents Up to. Bethlehem, and ſo occattoned his birth there z was 
an eftcet and immediate produtt of that Ceſſation, and *twas a 


remarkable a of providence, thatupoen aformer peace andſo 
command for that enrolling, in the ſame Augyſtus time, pro» 


claim'd at Tarracone in Spaine, as Sepulvedatells us, (which-if it 
had ſucceeded, Chriſt in any likelyhood had not been born in 
Bethlehem ) there brake out ſome newbroils, that deferred the 
peace and enrolling, till this very point oftime, when Chriſt 
was Carried up in Marier womb to obey the prediftion of his 
Birth in Bethlehem; Burt ſure all this would be but a' very ims 
perfeft completion of this other prophecy in ny Text ;' this 
peace was ſoon at an end, and beſides, was rather the Midwife 
to bring Chriſt into the world, then Chriſt to bring this peacer 
And yet to ſee how ſome Obſervers have been willing to pitch 
upon this one paſlage of tory, the ſhutting of Fanue Temple a= 
bout the Birth of Chriſt, (the Catholick peace in that part of the 
world at that point of time) as the main thing that was poin=- 
tedat in this Verſe. | 

Their reaſon is cleer, becauſe as for a long time before, fo 
fince that time, there was never any ſuch completion of it ; 
Chriſt born in an Halcyon houre, had ſcarce ever any one afters 
wards whilſt he live&:' and for his poſterity he makes the pro» 
feſſion: be came not to bring peace, but a ſword, that is, he foreſaw 
"this would be the effe& of his coming;Chriſtianity would breed 
new quarrels in the warld, ſome men really. hating one another, 
upon-that ſcore ot difference in Religion (and they fay,; no 
feuds are more deſperately implacable, na ſwords more inſa- 
tiably thirſty ofbloud , then thoſe which Chriſt brought into 
theworld)but moſt men making this the ee9eox,the pretence and 
excuſe of all their bloudineſie, *T was Du Pleffe's account to 
Languet, why he had not amind to write the Story of:the Cixilt 
wars of France, becauſe ifhe had ſaid truth, he muſt render new 
o__—_ and cauſes of theſe Wars,haund that fox to a kennel 
which would not willingly be — charge that-on 
2 an 


an emulation, or rivality of ftate, which (like the Harlot,thae 
coming freſh from her unclean embraces,had wiped the mouth) 
came demurely, and ſolemnly, and ſupercilioufly out of the 
Church, the onely ſanfuary to give impunity and reputati- 
on, (apology at leaſt) to the blackeſtenterpriſes; and berween 
the #e5p«ns and the ane, the true and the pretended caufalities, 
the effe&t,God knows,is generally too ſad. Mahomet that profeſt 
£0 propagate his Religion by the Sword hath not brought ſuch 
ſtore ot theſe bloudy weapons,ſo rich a ful-ſtockt artillery into 
the world, hath not kept them ſo conſtantly employ'd, ſo ſharp 


ſer, fo riotous in their thirfts of bloud, as hath been obſerva«- 


ble in Chriftendome : Fam ſare that Czſarean ſe&ion, pra&i- 
fing upon our own Mothers, our own bowels, fellow -Chri- 
ftians, tellow Proteſtants, fellow Profeſſors ( ſhall I add fellow 
Saints ? bur ſure, ſan&ity, if it were fincere, would turn theſe 
Swords into Plowſhares ) was never ſo familiar among Turks , 
or Sayages; nay, as Eraſmus hath ſweetly obſerved , among the 


wildeſt beafts in Nature, ( which are not beaſt enough to de-. 


youre thoſe of their own-kind) asit is amongſt Chriſtians of 
this laſt Age almoſt in every part ofthe wortd. Onely the 
bladder of Snakes in Epiphanine hath been our parallel , they 
were there but few houres together , but one of them had de- 
vourcd all the reſt, and when ( to trie the experiment how ſo- 
litude and wantof prey would diſcipline the devourers appe- 
tite ) he was ſhut-upalone in the bladder , his vnlturous ſto- 


mach lets looſe upon himſelf, and within few minntes more, 


one half of him devoures the other; ſo many dividedand ſubdi- 
vided enmitics, and when all other are wanting ſuch bloudy 
prattifings upon our ſelves,that if it be trac which Pſellus ſaith, 
that the Devils feaſt -on- the vapour thar- is exhaled from the 
bloud ofmen, ſure the Chriſtian devils, and of late the Engliſh 
are the fatteſt of the whole herd,the richlyeſt treated ofan cs 
whole tables were furnifht for them of the bloud and fleſh of 
their worſhippers. And thus far I'confefſe my ſelf unable to 
vindicate this prophecy in this ſenſe of it, that fo it ſhould 
actually prove, that Chriſtianity-would really drive ſwordrone 
of the world; Fſhould be glad to be fecured by the Millenery, 
thatever there would come an age, when this prophekie. —_ 
| taug 
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thins be completed, bur more glad if this Nation'mighthavethe 
happineſle within ſome tolerable term to enter upon its mille 
nium. that the ( Pacem Domine in diebus noſtris,” Peace in our time, 
our Age, O Lord ) were not ſucha deſperate non-licet forme, and 
that for deliverance from battail and murder,as ſcandalousa piece of 
Letany,as that other from ſudden death, hath been deem'd among 
us. I have ſufficientlyſhewed you in whar ſenſe theſe words have 
no truth in-them, *tis timeI proceed to ſhew-you in what ſenſe 
they have, and that will beeither, _ TYAN ' 
* I, By telling you that this prophetick form is but a phraſe 
to expreſſe the duty and obligation of Chriftians , - they (hall 
beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, i. e. "tis moſt certainly their duty to 
doe ſo, Charity is the onely precept, Peace the onely depoſttum; that 
Chriſt took any care to leave among them, -and then bee there 
never ſo many ſwords in Chriſtian Nations, yet *twere more 
obediently and more chriftianly done, if they were beaten into 
plow=ſhares, There is'a thouſand times -more- need of amending 
mens lives, then of taking them away, of reforming our ſelves, 
then of hating or killing our Brethren, one Broken heart'is a' 
richer and more acceptable ſacrifie to God, then a wholepileof' 
ſuch bloudy offerings, ſuch Moſaicall conſecrating our ſelves to 
God upon our Brethrenzzand then, as Clemens ſpeaks:of ſeals or Peday. 13.611; 
rings, that thoſe that have the impreſſions and ſculptures ( as of 
Idols, {o ) of Bow, or Sword, muſt not be worn by the Diſciple 
of Chriſt, the pacifick Chriſtian, or-as the Polriiart, being asked 
concerning two Brethren thardefired to be of 'his Congrepati- 
on, (as being ofa. Trade which was ſuſpeCted to beunlawtull, 
the making of Images or Faces to put upon Guns, or Ordnan- 
ces ) gave anſwer, that he knew no great danger in thoſe Ima- 
ges; if there wereany thing unchriſtian, *twas ſure in the Guns, 
which they wereuſed to adorn : ſo certainly that Chriſt thar- 
came to caft Lolatry and Heatheniſme out of ithe world , defired- 
alſo to caft out that heathenifh cuſtome of -waNowing in one 
anothers bloud, ofhunting, and worrying, and devouring one 
another, and with the Chriſtian Faith to introduce the: bros - 
therly charity into his Church, this being the moſt ftria; and' 
moſt frequently reiterated comnund of Chrift,and that the irm- 
portanceof this prophefic, in the firſtplace... | 
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_.2: Thecruch ofthis propheſie will be moſt clear, it: you ob- 
ſerve the { They} in the front, and the reflexion of that on the 
former part of the ver. Chriſt ſhall judge among Nations, and rebuke 
many people, he ſhall ſet up his Kingdome in mens hearts, ſfub+ 
ducand conquer them, that is the meaning of judging ( as the 
Adminiſtrators of the Jewiſh Nation , and they: that ſubdued 
their Enemies, were alled Iudges for ſome time ). and hee ſhall 
mould men anew into an Evangelicall temper , that is the in- 
terpretation of rebuking; and then, They, i. ec. theſe ſubjefts of 
this kingdome of his, theſe malleable. tame Evangelicall new 
creatures, that naiually changed by the ſpirit, and power 
of Chriſt dofrine.in their hearts, they that are his diſciples 
indeed, they ſhall beat their ſwords into thoſe more edifying 
ſhapes, ſhall profeſſe more Chriſtianly Trades, and if they doe 
not, be ſure.they areat the beſt, if not Anti, yet Pſeudo-chriſftians, 
cither profeſt encmics, or falſe friends of Chriſt; By this ſhall all 
men know that you are my diſciples, if you love one another : no other 
charaQer. of difference to diſtinguiſha Diſciple of Chriſt from 
any man elſe, but the. Ecve ut ſe invicem diligunt, behold how they 
love, how they embrace, not how they purſue, or ſlaughter, one 
another : and ſo there-you have the difhculty cleared , how it 
comes to paſſe that there is ſo litcle charity among Chriſtians, 


' why? becauſe there is ſo lictle Chriſtianity among Chriſtians, 
{fo mach of the hypocriticall guiſe, of the form of Chriſtian | 
e 


&y, pu Title Gonaphipg© ob the power of it diſcerni 
among us;Hadbur Chriſtthe leaſt rall Influence on our hearts, 
it would inflame and. animate us with love, had wee any of 
that ſalt within us, Mar. 9.50, the onely preſervation from putre- 
fGAion and rottenneſf of fpirit, it would be as the Naturalifts 
obſerye of it, warms, witive, and bring along, what our Savi- 
our bath Joined: with. it, the peace-witbotherr; tis the propriety 
apdpeculiarity of the Goſpel where*ris. entertained, to impreſy 
this wel-natured quality, and; wherever 'tis not impreſs'd, 
*twil-not þecenſorious to affurygin deſpight of all the pr 7k 
appearances t tbe congrary, that thoſe men have received the 
Goſpe]; the name, the grace of Ghrift:invain, which will bee de- 
moaftrated tg you, if liproceed:to:my ſecond,or laſt particular, 
To ſhew you by whas means Chriſtianity yndertakes to _ 
is 
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this great work, ts beat our ſwords into ape fas er,and our fpeurs;8ec, 
And that is bythree'ſtrokes,as It were,an impreionsupsnour 
ſouls, 1. Byinculeating a peculiar ſtrain of Do@rines.2.Bypreſtribing a 
petuliar Spirit.3 .By ſetting before us a peculiar Example.Every of thefe 
very proper morall inftraments to this end , though ( Ged 
knows) the ſtubborn unnalleable weapons of our warfare hive 
too too often the honor of relifting, and vanquiſhing'them all. 
For the firſt, his peculiar ſtraines of defirmmes, they 'are of twe 
forte; Either they are the -dire& contrary to theſe ſwords and 
ſpears,or elſe ſuch by way of conſequence and reſult;Dire#h con« 
trary,ſuch is that of not avenging mein, the wi apnggra nd wrnge, 
Mt. 5, not retributing of trouble or violence to the injurious, 
but leaving God and his Vicegerents to work all theſe necefla- 
afts of revenge, or repayment; 'Such is that of loving, Bleſ- 
ng praying for enemies; and, let me tell you, not onely our 
owne, but ( which is worth the confidering ) our Gods ene- 
mies; for, 1. Suchare all the curſers and perſecnters-of diſci- 
ples; the true Chriſtians enemies there ſpoken of, they are all 
Gods enemies alſo, as Sauls perſecating'of Chriftians was the per- 
fecuting of Chriſt : There is no-pbiſble ſeparating 'the harred 
of the Brethren, _ my to AP and _ ; 
carpus an Apoſtolicall perſon and Bj ad Martyr ( one of 
firſt _—_ of. Saris the Revelation ) commanding to pry for 
them that perſecute us, takes in not- onely the Heathen power, and 
Princes, the greateſt enemies of God then living, \bur' in plain 
words the #9} up; 'the renouncers and enemies of the 
Crofle,. i. e. certainly of Chriſt himſelf. 2. 'Such were the Sw- 
maritans, dire& enemies of Chriſt, and yet fuch *twill nor be 
permitted the Diſciples to curſe, Luke 9.55. 3+. Becauſe the 
commandement of mercifulneſſe lying on us proportionably ro 
Gods pattern, ( to be merciful as our Fatherin Heaven is mereifullJ 
*tis there ſaid, that he is mercifull to the evill, as well as to the 
unthankfult; to thoſe that have finn'd againſt verte, in generall, 
as well as againſt that jade of gratitude; and *tiseleare,God 
toves hiz enemies as well as oxrs, and out of that Iove gave his 
Son for thoſe that had ſinned againſtthe firft, as well'asrhe ſe- 
eond Table, and conſequently, ſo are weiobliged to doe alſo. 
Litly, becauſe St. Paul's reaſon againſt avenging our ſelves HA 
Tha grounded. . 
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ground on Gods ſole prerogative 'of puniſhing Malefa@ors;: 
, 12. 19. As it is written, Vengeance is mine, Twill repay it; faith 
the Lord; and-this priviledge of God ſure extends to the pani- 
ſhing of his owne , as well as our enemies. Having named 
this,I neednot mention any more plain Do&rines of direft 
contrariety to-theſe hoſtile weapons ; If God hath left us no 
kind of eneniies to hate, neither our own, nor his, The firſt, 
the ordinary objett of our animoſity , and revenge; The ſe- 
cond, .ofour'very -piety -and zeale : and ſo the furious and 
the -pious ond; .the Fehu-zeale for the Lord of hoſts, 
as well asthat other for our ſelyes, the ſlaughtering of Chriſts 
or-the-Chriſtians enemies, be quite excluded out of our -com- 
miſhons, then ſure there is no excuſe for keeping ſo much pro- 
fitable merall.in that unprofitable, cutting, piercing ſhape;there 
is far more uſe ofthoſe materialls in another form, - in that of 
the plow-ſhare, and pruning-hooke, the work'of repentance being 
ſtill as neceflary, as that other of uncharitableneſſe is unchri- 
ſtian.. - But then this: is not all that Chriſt hath done by way 
of pacifick do&rines, ſome other dofrines he hath as effetu- 
ay cnneary to: ſwords aud ſpears, though not ſo diretly and 
vitbly, ſome mines more ſecretly to ſupplant this bloudy 
temper; Suchare his teaching his Diſciples, humility,and mee 

nefſe and patience, and contentedneſſe with our own, four graces, 
which if once received into our hearts, are the breaking the bow, 
the knapping the fpear.aſunder,' the rending up all unpeacebleneſs 
by the roats; What are the roots" of ftrife' and contentions a= 
mong men ? - or in St. Fames his ſtile, from whence come wars,and 
fightings among you? aww? and wdye, ofthe greater and lefler 
and lefler fize, the piracies of the firſt or ſecond magnitude, are 
they not from the Iuſts that-war and rage in your members ? what. bee, 
thoſe IJuſts?. why, the ſpawn of thoſe two great ſenſual prin- 
Ciples, anger and deſire, ſometimes pride, ſometimes ſtumack, 
ſometimes impatience of injuries, and ſometimes and moſt eſpeci= 
ally covetouſneſſe, the defiring to have ſomewhat which had 
not made my lot, and nothing but hud{ing, and blending,and 


contuſion of proprieties, throwing the lots into the helmet a- 


gain, can give me:hope ofattaining.it; All.the irregular ſwords 
and ſpearc1n the worldare in the hands of theſe luſts , both to 
Pon | rge 
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ing my  ſetf that helliſh piece of ſenſuality, that of revenge; 
eaimmeggrefere, is ſent ogt to duell with that impatience; and cor- 
tentedneſſe with what ever lot, with that of nomting and cove- 
ting. Olet but the beatitudes in the 5/of Mat. phant theſe bleſſed 
ſeeds in us, and our ſwords will preſently be out of faſhion,and 
within a while aſſaulted and caten through with the tameft 
creatures, theruſt that themſelves beget 3 your carnall affeRi- 
ons will lieuſeleſſe by you, or. elſe be undiſcernibly trans- 
formed into calmer and more profitable ſhapes : and that is the 
firſt part of Chriſts method in working this-change, by a new: 
ſtraine of precepts ur doftrines. PETRES tf, f5336-2 
. His ſecond way is by a new kind of ſpirit, whether by that we 
mean the ſpirit of Chriſt, or the ſpirit of the Goſpel. £7 
Firſt, the ſpirit of Chriſt, taken almoſt inthe Naturaliſts ac- 
ception ofthe word | Spirit ] for a kind of vitall or animall 
ſpirit. For this flowing from Chriftour head , and | 
freely throughall the members, anites not onely to him, but 
one'to the. other alſo -in a vitall fellow-memberſhip, to which 
you know nothing is more contrary or deftruive then the 
ſword, diviſion and or ſeparation ; and this is the argument" in 
Sc. Faul for the ftcifteſt charity, norſo- much as to tell. a falſity 
one to another, ( which is ſure lefſe then drawing of:fwordr,' 
calling down fire from Heaven one upon another ) becauſe , fairh* 
he, you aremembers one of another ; All members are united in: 
one fpirit. And then though ſome! members are . ſometimes 
corrupt and diſeaſed, and therefore offend and grieyethe orhey 
members; :Nay, 2. though one member ſometimes work reall 
injury to the other , the petulancy of the hand or tongue 
bring miſchiefto the whole body :* And 3. though the-mem- 
bers generally differ in opinion onefrom the other, the fmell 
liking that, which he taſte utterly diſlikes; yet is neither 
onenor all of theſe ground ſufhicient for any member to bear 
malice, revenge, any thing bur love and tendernefſe of ons _ 
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bowels towards the other, becauſe of the unicing {pirit that 
paſſes throe.gh them, and gives them joyes and. ſorrome, in ſympa- 
thy ane with another, but never animoſities, Or indignationsy Wir 
derminings or ings oneof the other. CUTE 
But then ſecon uy that which I chiefly mean .by the 
new kind of ſpirit, 185 e ſdirit of the Gofpell. In the '9 of Luke, 
there is a reference to this (astoa confideration that all difci- 
ples of Chriſt are much concerned in, and from ignorance 
whereofall our bloudy, and fiery, andthundring defignes a= 
ainſt our owne, or the enemies of Chriſt doe- proceed ) 
ix dideers dis rrvuar@ yuiis, ou know + or conſider not , 
what kind rit you are of : c Goſpel-ſpirit, it ſeems, was pes 
ity Cad, a: bed e ata ſpecial} temper, nothing rod 
rable to the prepoſalls of eng © 1 if you would know 
the kind of ery rr have it, firſt, Poſitively, then Negatively; 
Poſitively the Gofpel-fpirit is (a jewel, will you. call ic, or ) an 
aſteriſme made ip of all thoſe __ _ even now touch'd 
on, of ſpirit, maurning, meekneſſe, purity of heart, hungring and 
er oor atter the Canibal-feaft of & low 
Chriſtians bloud, again ofmercifuln.ſſe, peace-making, being perſecu= 
ted and reviled ( and: mv. mviteyr prue , not a picce of Rabſheke's 
railing Rhetorick to be had in hell, which'is not powred out 
on them,. and endured cheerfully by them in obedience to 
Chriſt.) put all theſe together , and mix with them ſuch a 
proportion of efr-denialt, and cheerfull following of Chriſt, 
whicherſoever he leads, andrhe .quinteſſence, the Ekxir that 
bythe lielp of the Limbeck is fetcht out of all theſe in union, or 
refraQion, is, th the Chymiſts ſtile, the ſpirit of the Goſpel, the pi» 
rt of Chriſtianity. ' If you will-yet moreperfe&ly underftand 
is, you muſt then-look en it Negatively, as*tis in that place by 
Chriftſcr 6; £6 the ſpirit of Elias; Elias his ſpirit you 
may diſcern by the five conliderations or reſpe&s that his'per- 


{on 1scapable of : Mo of 

x. Elias was under the Law. 

2. Elias was a Prophet, 

3: Ekas was a Zelot, as the Auth6rof the Book of :Mzc. 
ealls him and Phinees,and ſo he was peculiarly in that paſſage to 
which uhc Diſciples referre, [7 


4. Elias. 
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2507 Y« Elias-6ulf for judgments from Heaven, © 
->78; Phat fiugnent was particularly fire. oO 
And propottionadly to theſe five Elias his Pirit was k 


- I. A Legallfpirit. 2. A Prophatich ſpirit. . 3. A Zelotick ſpirit. 
+. A*Cinſing Pirit. 5. A Fiery fpirit. Andby the oppofition'ts 
caohiand all of theſe five, you will be able tomake up the 'new 
qualified ſpirit, the ſpirit of the Goſpel. [ LIGSOT 
-.- The Legal! fpirit, is that which was obſervabletn thetitne of 
the Law, eſpecially in order to the planting of the Iſraelites it 
Cantan, —_ out - the rar 2 and that was A-% 
bloudy, hating, eradicating fpirit; and that legall is certainly out- 
dated, and aboliſh'd now, and in _ place the fpr# of the 
_ » a ſmooth , loving , planting ſpirit , quite contrary to 
that. -. 


will, by Urimand Thummim, by Viſion, by 


Ee 


ſpirit) the ſpirit which whien it cores to bee tried whether ft 
bee of God, or no, pretends not like Mahomet to bee a -talk- 
ing with God, whileft hee lies foaming in an 'Epileptick fit, 
but is content to bee judged and: diſcerned by the: ofd«plaitie 
— of the Goſpel, a regulated, authorized, .ordingry;"fibt 
Irit. . | EATING? © 3 
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3- The Zelotick ſpirit was a thing peculiaramong the: Jewes, 
introduced and ſetled by- the parl} ome drencas. Are wg by 
way of preſident, and ftanding law to that Nation, «whereby 
*twas' lawfull ( when a man was taken in ſon n@terioys 
fadts , ſpecified by their Law, idolatry, &c.) to. run him ,cþo- 
row , to kill him in the place, without expeſting: any 
legall procefle againfthim. This was exprefſely commanded 
by Moſes, Numb. 25.5. Slay yee every one the men that are 
zoined to Bael-Peor , andaccordingly praiſed by Phinees upan 
incitatios from God; and when *twas done ſo by a Jew, 
in the caſes provided by the Jewtſh Law, and by divine im- 
pulfion , and the: perfon. affured that is was ſo, there was 
then no harm in it; but when that incitation from God 
was but pretended onely , not true, when in any caſe but 
that preſcribed by the Law, then *twas perfe& butchery and 
villany even among thoſe Jewes : and unlefſe in thoſe few 
preſidents of Phinees and Elixs, and the Maccabees, i. e. Ze- 
 bts (for ſo the word Maccabee fignifies in the Syriack) *twil 
bee hard to find either in Scripture, or Joſephus ( where 
there were whole multitudes of ſuch men ) any one exam- 

- ple of this praftiſe juſtifiable even in a Few; and in oppoli- 
tion to, and not. compliance with that is the Goſpel-ſpirit 
quite contrary to the hjghts ofthe Jewiſh praiſe, never ſheds 
bloudupon any but regular commiſſions, an obedient, orderly, 
temperate, coole ſpirit.  _. 

4- The curſing ſpirit, that may bee of two ſorts, either 
in paſſing judgements on mens future ſpirituall eſtates, a 
cenſorious damning ſpirit , ſuch as hath been uſuall inall 
kind of Hereticks almoſt that ever came into the Church ; 
( ms ſpirituales., wee the ſpirituall, and, in the King of 
China's ſtile, filit cal, fons of heaven, and all others anima- _ 
les &- pychici., animall carnall . men ) or 2. in wiſhing, pray- 
ing., calling. for curſes either on Gods, or our enemies; 
and you- may know. the Gofpe-pirit by the oppoſition to 
theſe ,; a hoping, charitable, merciful» deprecating, gf 

SS ; 

Laftly, the fiery ſpirit, is a vehement , violent , untraftable; 

* gureconcileable fpirit , ſets all > where ever it. comes, into a 
By E 
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Flame! and cymbaſtion, and: wil never have' peace with any 
-thissIvhivh-it+ can; poſſibly conſume; nay farther, it in- 
ff warmthss and diftempers, and turbulencies into 


2411 thive Come within any reach of it, communicates and 


diffuſes Its violencies to all othersz* and the Gofpel-Pirit is 
dire& antipodes to that , an allaying , quenching, - quieting, cool 
ing fpirit. And ſo you 'fee this new ſpirit, ihe Pris of the 
Goſpel, of what a temper it is in all theſe reſpe&s,/ a ſpirit 
more fic then lightning to melt, the ſwords in our ſeabards, 
to new forge theſe hoſtile weapons into thoſe that are more 
civill andprofitable; and that was the ſecond courſe by which 
Chriſtianity was to work this metamorphoſis, to beat theſe- 
ſwords, ec. ; 

3. And laſthy, onr Saviour hath contributed toward 
this great worke by the exemplarineſſe 'of his owne pra- 
&iſe in+ this kind; Not onely in the firſt place in refuſing 
to have the fire from Heaven, that the Bganerges would 
have help'd him to, againſt the Samaritans, ( profeſt ene- 
mies of Chriſt, and' of all that had any kind lookes to- 
ward Feruſalem; and beſides, notorions hereticks, and ſchiſ- 
maticks, and yet pretenders to the onely purity and anti- 
quity, againſt all ſenſe and reaſon, and fo moſt arrogant 
Rypocrites alſo; and yet all this not enough to in 
Chriſte ſpirit into that of Elias his, or to change his temper 
into any thing of zeale, or anger againſt theſe) - Notone- 
Iy (in the ſecond place Y in repretiending and: traſhing of 
St. Peter's _ 4 when it drew the ſword = Maſters 
defence- againſt tle high Priefts ſervants, and indeed againſt 
the very Cracfiers of Chih : Nor onely in the third 

lace, in refuſing the aide even of Angels from Heaven, 
Treken they were ready upon his ſummons ) againſt the - 
Heathens that attach'd him. Bat fourthly, and above all, 
by that anſwer of his to Pilate, Fohn 18. 36. If my Kingdome- 
were of this world, then ſhould my ſervams fight, &c. ( which was 
certainly part of that grod confeſſior before Pilate mentioned- 
with"ſuach-honour, 1 Tir. 6. 13. ) inferring that: becauſe 
his Kingdome was not of this world, becauſe-hee'was'nor a- 


v1 


D3 


worldly or an-earthly King, therefore bis ſervants were nt 
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that er andunder that M—_—_— , is no more to bee 
ig 


attempted in that caſe for Religion, for Chriſtianity it ſelfe. 
I ſhall ſhut up this by leaving in your hands chae moſt glori- 
ous lively Imape ofhis whole ſoul, and life , delivered to us in - 
one medall, that | Learn of me, for T am meek and lowly in heart, and 
you ſhall find reſt unto yuur ſouls. | To which if you adde the 
ſealing, and the praQiling of this, in the giving up his ſoule, 
layingdown his life, an offering of charity even for enemizs, 
and yetfarther for thoſe enemies ſoules, this one amulet hung 
about your necks, one would think were ſufficient to charme 
all the weapors of our warfare, that are ſo onmrintly carnall, 
'tocxorcizeandconjureallthe ſwords and Fears out of the world, 
to work-new transfigurations and metamorphoſes among us, 
to-return the bears and vultures into their old humane ſhapes 
againyand proclaim an univerfalltracetoall the military af- 
ſeMions we carry about us, to-dur wraths, our covetings,our 
aſpirings, a Sabbath, a Jubileof reſtand' peace, like that which 
Ioniblichs takes of:in the fphears, a wand apmorin, a catholick 
conſtant karmonyand atcord,a preſent pacification of all -onr 
inteſtine broyles, and-ſo:a quicy, and reſt unto our ſoules; and'till 
this-be done, till this Adventpropheſiebe fulfilledirr your ears, 
+5 eee he there is:little op _—_ » _ 
of Evangelicall graces, or Kvanpelioall* ſpirit, nothing bat lepall at 
thebeft. Thatin-Gods:good-time there may Ron =_ in 
-the br4in-or tongue, t0-&erate the one, or adore the dther, but'in 
tho (IG: 54, the deptband-{incerity of the heart, more of the 
work endpower, the ſpiritandvitall energy of the Goſpel}, 
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MarrTuH. II. 30 
My yoke ts eafie, and my burthen s light. 


Hat the Chriftians heaven ſhould be acknowledged 
his onely blisfull ſtate, and yet they which pant 
for blifſe, never think fit to enquire after it : That 


ture ſhould be made up of ſuch contradi&ions, as to defire life 


Co that they ſhould defire him: That a rationall crea-* 
re 


XUM 


XUM 
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might haveleave to exerciſe and poſea conſidering man , were 
' there not one clear account to be given of thigprodigy,one rea« 


opahemany cill reports that are brought up of the way to 
A hep: radices, Gall prejudices infuſed into us, 
zEent Ulſlikes and quarrels to all Chriſtian'pratiſe,that 
zeto our only blifſe. Wehave heard of an Angell 
g Swordatthe gate of Paradiſe, which our poe- 
tick feare and fancies have transformed into. a Serpent at the 
dore of the Heferides garden (that Angel fallen, and turned 
Intoa Devill ) we have heard of the Caniball Anakims in the 
confines of the promifed Land, that devoureall that travaile to« 


| wardthat Region : And our cowardly ſluggiſh agaiſh phanfics 


hayetranſplantedall theſe into Chriſtendome, made them but 
emblems of Chrifts duri ſermones, the hard tasks , unmercifull 
burthens that he laies on his Diſciples, 'yea and conjured up a 
many ſpirits and Fairies more.,- fad diretull apparitions, and 
ſent them out all a commanded Party*to Il or to traſh us,to 
intercept orencumber our toward Canaan, to pillage 
and defpoile the ſoule of aff Chriſtian praiſe, ofall that's du- 
ty in Diſcipleſhip. X - _ 

Three of theſe prejudices our Saviour ſeems to have foreſeen 
and prevented in the words of this Text. 

T- That there is no need of doing any thing in Diſcipleſhip, 
Chriſt came to free from yokes, to releaſe fromburthens, the'Go- 
fpel's madeall of promiſes, Obedience to precepts isa meer un- 
neceffary : And for the preventing of thar prejudice, you have 
here asa yoke, andaburthen , ſo both of Chriſts owning, 
C25 js & gogriov jus , my yoke and my burthen. 18 

A 2% prejudice of them that being forc'd to confeſſe the neceſ 
ſity of Chriſtian obedience, doe yet reſolveic impoſlible tobe per- 
form'd, diſcerning the burthens in my Text , muſt have them- 
unſupportable $yrthens, no hope, no poſlibility for us ro'move 
under them, and then ſtudium cum fe ſeneſeit,their induſtry is as 
faint as their hope, deſperation ftands them in az much ftead, as 
Libertiniſnedig rother, they are beholden 'to the weight of 
their burthens for a Superſedeas for taking themup; and for the 
preventing of that prejudice, you have: here this charafter of 
Chrifts burthen, not onely ſupportable,but light; my burthen is 
« light burthen. = A 


pheffo-eperrs yy Rey pRmes 
ay err re. _— 


WS rem ae 


ng IC 
x OAPI tun, Jon ti <4 


— 
I 


ns Y AI gy PE ALIA tr ALD co PIR ASIA ni Eg Sn nat I A PI EIS PRES ARAB rg BA y OAPI Oc EA ng nn al A ABI In.) 0g mg 7 nn I I BT x EGS Apts > ot. 
En—gdooenp—ny 
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ded the both: neceſſity and poſſibility of Chriftian obedience , are. yer- 
ine yn eg. py: elſe and bitterneſle of it, like thoſe, in 
the Prophet, cry out | The burthen of the Lord, the hurthen of the 


Lord, ] the yoken joyleile melancholy yoke, the burthena gawling 


pinching +urthen, and to them hath aur Saviaurdeligned the 
xgenc2r, here, as the moſt ſjgnificative epithet to exprefle the 
nature ofthe Chriſtian yoke:we have rendred it but imperfe&ly, 

woe is eafie, it ſignifies more richly, my yoke is a bemigne yoke, 
al pleaſureand profit made up in the word; KverF-xen7s,. the 
Lord js gracious, 1 Pet.2.3. 75 xenr%9 78 273, Rom. 4. (ignifies; the 
baunty; wee render it, thegoodneſſe of God, that which immedi- 
ately before-is, the riches of his bounty, and proportionably the 
Coyis xynes, g gracicts bountifull ycke, a mine, a treaſure of bouns - 
ty, a good,a joyous, anda gaintull yoke; and he that is thus 
anſwered in all his obje&ions, confuted in all his fears , and 


| Prejudices, and excuſes far Libertiniſme;it he doe not acknow- 


ledge the reafonableneſle of Chrifts advice,] take myyoke upon you, | 
take it for its own ſake, though it were notlaid upon you by 
Chriſt, my neceffary, my light, my gracious yoke; hee thar 
will not accept of ſome office in the houſe of ſo gooda Maſter,l 
know not what kind gfadreſs to make to him,I muſt leave him 
to 40. aapda fponde's, that could curea Mad man, 4 $=wagdry, 
reQuhie the errors of his appetite firſt, and then his mind,firſt of 
his ſpleen, -and#hen his brainJoctore any portion of this bread of 
life will be dietforhim. © © | | 

F have drawn youthe lines which Le folded up in this Text, 
the filling cach'up with colours in the ſhorteſt manner I could 
deviſe , would prove a-work of more time, then is now my 
portion. The expedient] havorefalved-onis, to leap over 
the two former, and onely faſten on. my laſt | mcg » As 
that which inchides , and {uappeſes the two former, as that 
which will bring its reward with it, invite and feed your 


| patience , and inal! probability obtain your belecſe , becauſe 


_ nn never a paſkian aboutyou that it con- 
x: 8. 's | | | 
 Yourpatience being rhus armed with a fight of the geſſes, 


kutoneRage, and that the fnoptheſt you ever palſs'd; I ſhall 


preſume. 


_- Sun. I; 
—A ;4prejudicethereis yet behind, of thoſe that having yeel- . - 


Siku TI. Chriſti eaſe Youh. | 27 
preſume you ready q0' fer out with mees-and it is to. conſt- 
der that | anticipation' bf the ' third prejudice in”. the *Epi-' 
ther aftixr to Chrifts yoke, in-the-fulnefle of its ' Fgnificancy, 
Cotybt Wis 20 ny yoke is 4 benigne, # pracions, a pleaſant, agoad, and 
FT 4 | | ney 
Soul and that in this lifeat the taking the yoke upunt you, U preſent 
govdiielle in it here, though there were never a treaſure of re! 
-warts, (never a hedyeti after-it," at leaſtas the preſent paradiſe: 
ofa tn (ciple oppor NN moos he "+ 
expeCtation, #1y yoke is a dhe, is for the preſent, the | is, Is 
hah an ear dh on ore ra og as well as _ theiaepen, on the 
ainfulneffe of the yoke, as well as the ſupportablenefſe of the 
| cnvr———Y And ſo you ſee thefull of my ſcope, the utmoſt of 
my defigne, the preſent advantages ofa Chriſtian courſe, the 
inftant goodneſfe of Chriſts ſeryice beyond all other callings 
and preferments in the world, a yoke, but that a good one, 
a yoke that ſhall never bee, repented of by him that bears 
It , whatever it bee wpptchendoll to _coft him at the taking 


up. c - 
| And 1. you ray pleaſe to obferve that a yoke hath nothing of 
hardſhip in it, *tis ſmooth'd and ficted to the heck , rather to 
caſe, than preſſe; rather to defend, than gall; nor as a weight - 
or burthen, but onely an inftrument of adyantage;ro make the 
burchen that is tobe undergotie more cafie and ſupportable; 
and therefore vur Saviour counts of ir, as that which a rational 
man would becontent'to'takettp of his owne accord, if hee 
knew thebenefit of it, [ Tcke rpooke you, Jand be richly re- 
warded in the taking, ani you ſhdll find reft unto your faule. The 
—_— DUO op ling the New To —— to . 
God, is this taking Chriſts yoke upon ns, (as rforming 
the Vow, the ut nary of Ne forte denies I the moving 
mmder the burthens. ) And, to ent miftakes, to fore» 
ftall all poſſible obje&ions, I ſhall acknowledge to you that 
there is ſomedifficulty in thattaking, hour ane in that yoke, 
w13uc73 "6p Son; ſomedifficiley in the firſt Terting our; in the 
breaking off freomuhe former coritfe whatfooyer tt wete; Some= 
what of phanfie, ſomewhat of intereſts againſt it, i 
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Otphanſie, to take leave ofan old familiar, to carry out the 
whole body, of fin; 'to its funerall, (:that pope. mortis, ſo. much 
more grievous then dearh it {elf ) to giveup the earth to earth, 
corruption to'corruption,with all the pompous ſolennities at» 
tendant on an hearſe; This, I fay, hath ſomewhat of ſadneſſe 
in it, eſpecially to the inferiour brutiſh part of the man , like 
the Ferran Commander in Herodotus, his fall.is lamented by the 
Horſes, and Oxen and Bavtians, all the beſtiall,rude herd af man 
Joining in the 9gwaod)e, 

So beſides, there is ſomewhat of intereſts, ſome unecaſinelle a- 
gain in the motion neceffary to ſo vaſt a change, ſome injury to 
the 01d poſleflors, aliquid iniqui, ſomewhat, of preſſure in the 
change it.ſelf; Some paine in ſpiritualizing of fleſh, rack- 
ing it, fetching it from the lees, rarifying and attenuating the 
m0 us myxyvieiuer dwd wymers Netns,the ſpirit incraffate by vi- 
cious diet, as Philoponus calls the habituate Cane » of returning 
the groſlſe habite of fin to a ſpareneſſe and ſlendernefle of ſtature, 
an exinanition.of that carna}{ appetite, which harch brought.in 
all thegroſſer joyes, which hitherto wee have fed on ; and the 
truth is, this even with St: Paul himſelfe goes for a my fterious 
Piece, 1 Cor. 15. Behold Lſhew you a myſtery,” we ſhall all be changed; 
the change ofthe naturall to a ſpirituall body,is a greater work than 
the riſing of the dead: no wonder then that the natural! man gene- 
rally is not ſo well ſatisfied with this, Saul is fain to be. ſtruck 
down in the place, a kind of Awrryfuyſe, or ſwooning fit , an ex» 


Piration of the animall man, neceflary:to ſo greata change, as 


the Lxx*11, have caſt Adam not into a leep ( as the Hebr. Text) 
but into an izmorx, a being hurried out ofhimſelf to make him 
capable ofan helper; thus when Chriſt was firſt born in Bethle= 
hem, Herod the King was troubled and all Jeruſalem with him, 
ſuch great ftupendious felicities are not brought forth with- 
out ſome pangsat birth, ſome unpleafant- throws at the de- 
livery; the very carthy Canaan is not cometo, but by pafling 
through a procmiall wildernefſe. Thus mach by way of 
conceſſion of the ſome difficulty to the carnall man in takin 
up of Chriſts yoke, the minute of the new creation; but that. be- 
ing ſuppoſed, [Fil ; 
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Let me now tell you, this is all that is of hardſhip. in-the 
Chriſtians life, all:the unacceptable even. to fleſb and bloud,.. 
the inftant of putting on the yoke, ofcntringinto the traces, 
- _ forthe oem, ad inns —_ = Greek in- 

e Aits it,the child-birth s ing-to fin, of mortifying- 
mid» inl 7/55, the affe&tions 7 oh pe Rf ok on the earth, Dog 
likea Plantagnus tornefrom its ſoyle, they bleat and roar again, 
the cancuflion or fleſh-quake that followsthe ſudden ſtop in the 
vehement courſe, the Yertigothat the forcible turn in-the rapide 
motion begets, the ſmart thatthe paſſing thorow the purga- 
tive fire.coſts us; and the fear ofthis one ſharp minute 1s that: 
that betraies us to all the drudgery, and torments in the world, 
that which makes us ſo ſhie of piety, ſo freid of all ſpirituall 
conceptions : As, you know, that one terrour ofdying, par- 
ting of ſich ancient mates, makes ſome good men not over- 
willing to be with Chriſt, though they A it never ſo- 
much a more: valuable ftate; Whereas could we but:arme our 
ſelvesfor this-one aft of ſpirituall daring , the paine of aſcen»- 
dingthe Mount Tabor, and being watotances whch Chriſt , 
welliould ſoon reſolve of the bonum eſt eſſe hic, it is- good for us to-+ 
be here, and ſet preſently to build ns Tabernacles, never to re-- 
turn to our old ſhapes or tentsagain ; Could wee butreſolve. 
to ſet out on this voyage, encounter this one Gyant , ſon of 
Anak, the. breaking-off from onr old cuſtomes, there were- 
then nothing but Carr behind , that e7 Sue dpipne, as once. 
Hemer called Greece, the {@ of theearth, that fountain of milk and- 
hive ofhoney,(all the bees and hornets being driven out of it)a 
ſucceſſion ofuninterrupted felicities ftreming through it.Could 
we but repell the phaniie, or ſupport the. pangs of one ſhort: 
travaile, in contemplation of the joy which the man-child will 


within afew minutes bring into the world with him, uid S4- Hef. l. x, | 


werms,zae9, Tam confident Ghrift would be once more not only 
eCv(Ixia $5197, in Facob's mp not onely the expefation, 
but withall the joy, the ſenſuality of the very: Gentiles, that 


which fleſh and bloud, man in every of hismoſt. inferiour ca» 
pacities, the rationall, the morall, yex and the carnall man 
would thirſt with more joy, taſt with more raviſhment,devoure 
with lefſe atiety than ought, > preſent confeftions: ob 
3 ; 


luxury 
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luxury didever yeeld him, arid thence brake out into; the ir - 
gin-mothers Magnificat , a tranſporeation- of joy for the ap- 
proach of the- birth of ſo much bleſſednefie | or Inte vid Sf- 
meon's Nunc dimittiz ,- deſire no. more joy in this lifes - than 
that which infallibly attends the takirig a Saviour into his 
arms , thoſe intiniate embraces of Chriſt in the regenerace 
heart; : = CW ESY | 
To make this more viſtble and acknowledged in the retaile, 
than *tis in the groſſe, in the coyne; than "tis in the” bul- 
lion, I ſhall require your patience but to theſe two heads 
of probation : One, by viewing ſeverilly ſome of the chiefe 
Duties of. Chriſtianity. The other, by enumeration 'of the 
! peciall Govd things which have ever been prized by man« 
ind; : 24431] 

The firſt, 1 fay; by ſurveying the duties of a .Chriftian, the 
tasks that are prefcribed him by Chriſt, the particulars of his 
yoke and burthen. Conſider thema while, arid if they benot 
the ob'e& of all other mens envy, it þzx toyls be not demonſtra» 
bly the vaſteſt pleaſures, his exerciſes the moſt joyous divertiſe-- 
ments,and higheſt rank of entertainments that any morrall hath 
arrived to I ſhall be content with Caſimare's fate, never to be cre- 
dited in my affirmations. 

For inſtance, Wel-doing in generall; in the firſt-place, the 
conſcience of any depree of that,of having difcharged -aty part | 

of _ that | e:ge bore ſerve | from the God within thee,*what 
araviſhment is itto any the meaneſt undertaker , what an vis 
+ Mirs 5-prjy Of all high taſts compounded together ? Their enemics 
226 m 198) mu could fay it of the Atheniansin Thucyd : * That there was mo | 
3 70 Tt orre that they could count feaft or banquet , but the having doje wh! they 
T5 = ® 8 oe ner * Perſians _ they beheld the ſolemnity of 
*”. ,, the Grzcian Ohpick games, ſuch cou and patience of the 
a '*1q % combatan ts, and oak expend ernk Ole crown,” Expo- 
*Avip 454985 ſtulate with Marzoniws, Why doft thou bring us to fight apninit 


| =Zozy 1w4ggy thoſe who fight nor for money, but verrne? A onſcitnce 'of + 
| Sopruy 93178. haying done well;ferv'd in with ater travesaboat it , wiss it. 


 *Herod ld. 8. feems the daintyeſtdiſh, andmoſtanimariing, — 
; ward in nature. -And if a Chriſtian cannot vuryie 'thoſt Het 


then, if it benotin ourbrefts, as it 48 4in the Trinfkatons'f 


our 
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our Bibles [| amerry beart, all Que with @ gaed cpnftience?| and the 
Attribute > © pgs + 7 he ppp, 06- Solomon,  be- - 
leeve-it, thy taſte is mortified ,' thow art no.com tjudge - 
of dainties. : And that is ouepart, or indeed the ſumme 
of all Chrifs yoke, £2618 evridunis wav, indll things a good conſei- 


PE. 

. In the 29 place, nat to lead you out of the moſt valgar rode, 
that our diſcourſe may be the more demonftrative, the Trinicy 
of Theologicall- vertues', Faith, Hope, and Charity , what 
are they but ſo many cleyatious of the Soule- above all 
that's meane and painfu]l; fo many ſteps-ot entrance in- 
p obedience and blifke, into diſcipleſhip and paradiſe toge- 
ther. 

For Faith, 'tis St. Peters expreſſion, Iigwverrss dyes, belee- , p,, ; g 
ving you doe exult for joy; Faith naturally hath that acquieſcence 
and joy in it, and-that a xe8 aruaganr@& 2, SbZal bn, an in- 
expreſſible and glarified joy , even in this life. Take it but 
inthe meaner of its offices,as it isatruſting God with our tem- 
porall weale, afull ſubmifſioirnat onely tothe will; but wiſ- 
dome of God,a reſolution that God can” chufe for us better: - 
than we for our ſelves, that whatever he ſends, his hotteſt or ' 
bittereſt potion, is fit for our turnes, and ſo abſolutely better - 
and even to us ( when we ſee tis his will ) more eligible, more 
deſireable than any thing wee could have prayed for- That - 
cheertull valiant refiguation ofall into Gods hands ,- with: an 
old E!/'s Doninas eſt, It is the Lord, let him doe what ſcemeth him 
good, what a bleſſed pill of reſt is this unto the ſoule? whar 
2 Sabbath from all that fervile worke, thoſe horrid perjuries, 
thoſe baſe ſibmyllions, that the coyerous Mammonift, or cow- 
ardly tremþler-tradges under? though theearth ſhake , or the 
bils be carried into the midſt of the Sea, heis the Cube indeed 
that Socretes pretended to bee, hee hath a bafis that will not 
]otten a ſuperiority of mind, thatall this region of meteors - 
capnotdifquiet; hee hath rifled all the Sefts of the old Philo- - 
hers, 'd each of themofhis maſter-piece ,/ the Sceptick 
of his eNagreie $ i eahie, indiflerence and untroubledneſſe, thei 


Stick of his tl my9r rr 0e he hath noneof the tragical com-' - 


plaints - 


17.26 
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 ſwineever {ince, u Ins other meric,but for 
c 


- nes, as wellas ſouls; their ſecular felicity, and-infelicity-, as 


9 "boa PEA EIS Ie IIs» 1 RIES ELF EP A IEEE I CEA IGYS + * IDAIITSY > PLP TI tort FE nn Wo Wont Ae 
tpn ons mn rt Po I ee os hen 7 
pra wy u pm 4 oa — rn —_ WIS os os ———_—_ 
mren—ge as _ —__ Smomecy -_ —_ : 
. 


Il} - * Mind” dy the pretions hope that dwels there, and the aſſurance of a title * in hea- 
|| m2; Game. ves 


Ep. med.  Bigne vapoursunder the line that M:nardw tels of, which _ 


-plaimts how+tragical} LET 5 beey and 7 " _ 
5 2anira, tranquillity or alme of ee, the acquiring” of - 
which. all hjs phil tlogtey: was defagned, a-ching fo in . 

- phaſurdblynimrns been taken for a carnall yoluptuo 


t compoſers ſoule, ſo much beyond all athe 17a 
flew: Tho Thoſe boaſts; I fay; and prides, thoſe dreams and awithes 
of Noſe Philoiophers,are now the realicy and ai ragged of A 

-Chriſtian, an Epicuriſme which faith, and carry mes 
:takes ro furnifh.us with. A thing ſo deeply confiderabl 
I cannotbut reſolve aH:the differences of mens /eftates and | _ | 


wellas piety and i impiety to proceed from this one fountaine 
opened by. Chrift-to- the houſe of David: No Prince more 
»y than the Pezant in the preſent advantages of this life, 
bur as hee hath more faichthan hee,” the ſpring. of our daily 
miſery as well as our linnes is [the [ Q3vymm, O yee of file 
aith. 
, And fo certairily for Hope, that ſecond Chriſtian gemme, 
that royall High Pricft. of ours that: enters within .the vaile, 
xakes poſſeſſion before hand ofall that's, rich- or. ſecret, brings 
down Fl the treaſures of another: world to be our daily porci- 
on in this, hope of Eternicy, epe-of Heaven, ; you will not 
wonder if1 affure you "tis'a farpl n;than the 
poſlefiion ofaH worldly preferments./ - You would bee amazed 
10 hear a Papiſt-deſcribe his Pirgatobyflamer-ſo ſcorching, and yer | 
oe cheerfully out of this world i into the midft ofthoſe flames, E 
Fn he will ſarisfie your wonder-when he tells you; thatthe ex- | 
peftation of the heavenly joys thatthoſe flames Uo confirm and 
Shelqes him, though after never-fo many: hnaudred years, 


portion in that glorious w'yeann, or enrolment, is an + is rhe 1 


alley thoſe 407 7/weme to makg thoſe ſcorchings - xt - Þ 
n—_ a confluence of pede is this one grace i roſed 
to to bee which is reſolved ſafticient to ſweeten and recommend 2 
Tophet, to make,torments deſireable, like the kind gales and be- 


_ thetorrid'ſt clime habitable, and the preſence of that 
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4 permit condiven that (E.v01 
1 loCASY egemy « of Chriſt; <= 305i 
ſcheme, of Apoſtoli oh: ppb 


har bleſſed, paiion within his breaſt, 
tha a Don could dehigne his harec' 


theworld with, that inferiour-clem 
 fellow-men, -our ya ne rere ians, 
any, thing 10 capaboanss nely ofthe 


| rabl the notes in that to 
w Poivicker q Eat fa = ESE 
tare,. to Rr ofourkind kg 
2 oO uni- 
verfally delighttul-ro alt;chat haye not put off Man in exchange 
Rep don Tigre, i ok Cog Ie hath left ug' our 
 auty, yea A Ia loving ethren;chax language, 
that ſong oflove. thas we are xo: prone, here , that wee: Lay 


_—— yy re ee — 


move Ir in heaven ccernally 7? I oder fpeedh'o 
which the Nazaren Goſpel hath recorded , *thongh our "Bites | 
have > ee tt ſeetns; by Bt. Fobn, all was hot written which 


- Chrift to'them -) pee evfaegr niſreun fratrem in chati- 
tate pn wi \Thers) ach ; es of welight 20-4" Chriſtian, 3 
of valueſufficent fora PÞriiciplettoutjoiceat, 'hut to; tf 


Difeqples bracing one pre 067% andthey ay, 
» ſuch-an admiverof this quality, frog market —_— to: de infor 
ved x-precept fellowſhip «1b bus 'laws,becau thought he had 
fer bf moſt ridiculoufly miſtaken Ythet that which'is 
indeetvhebane, 06s a promoter of this Charity. T conceive T hive 
I; the ſoffrage of all mankind, Charity 'is-a pledfing grave, and 
fl * "HO8s ye- of the wiſeft and moſt ponder ing obſervers,that friendfhip is *the 
[1] - 220 * 1uerhper onely ſweet neighbour and companiorref life, that which being drained 
Cons. from-itsbaſer mixtares;(w® would otherwife cauſe ſatiety Jbe- 
comes the prime ingredient in the glorifiett Szinrs, of whole 
ſtate we ninderſtand Fitele, but (that 'they-are happy and Tove 
one another, and in that forever fuppy, 'that they Jorever Tove 
one another; 'tharitarmmquam excidit, and ſo their bliffe .nun- 
quanrexeidit neither 1-And then-behold andadmire thegoodnefle 
of this yoke, Chrifts deſigne even in this lite to ſet up ts 
friendſtop aboveall zerties, © as hightavit isabove 41 Filicfties 
Seeetobirac for theprimeChriſtizerehbity, Which hath moſt of 3 hn. 
ifent blsſſeaneſfſe 'in itz. 'to make that our SHrthen (whit 
eurblſſe, tour yokewhich is ouriboon, andwithall to reg 
pate it from all thofemixtures, which'wonld*either imbiccer 
'or ſhotten, *toolke or fatfarevnr Tove, ' the luſts arifexcefesand 
theiprMes, thar would mike the moſt-ingennous' Yelipht*eicher 
Teffe Ingenuous;or' tefedelightfall; *thatTove of- my brothers 
-verates, love ofhisfoute, loveofthenarnrerthar'Chriftalſi- 
-medandlied for, and earriedtohewvenwiththim, fore the 
image of God in him,thacmofttrarifporting Unrableplexſure; 
andaltthiowilbeabundencyſiticientto-make'yp'a fecont! m- 
ſtance of thexyisos Tod2;the praticuſteſ® Bc pheatantneſsofthir yoke. 
'A 3: ſhall'be, by rdertmgyon tothemoſtexr vitw 
oftlic\Commands of the 'Deciligute', hich "Chriſt came 'not"to 
deftroy; 'buc tofillup'and perfect; Pemperancetsthe onel 
yieueffine; "Conitinierice'or corjgall chaftiry'threvne Buper 


to 
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: to that black fame, that is. the.incontinenss daily hel er, even in 
thisJife: Bucaboveall,. tbaz tha provept'© rhe Old, and/myſtery. 
on craft of Ne Tehamonke. enema coves } chav 04 Con- 


tentrene, with what | Sen o Ition of *:, EY 
Kg ſcameth ſycha es incto-the cavnalt man, with * Ties aun; - 
* - his*boredtubof infatiatedefire (as Lanblicus calls it). about#ie. ? 
bim, but. to: him that .hathy taken this yoke upon him,” ++ 4 T6= 
| Dos hi not duty, but dowarive; nor burthen, bur 7/2, 
pretermens: thas any mortallis.capabteof. Thehnopla 
;ſophes eau rclelye.t wie-way'rohelp any warr romwhas 
ever be wanted, & ittatahas, to paire fo much oif@odi” 
bis deſires, as, his delazes were larger thew'his/fortune. ''To 
bring down his ambicions to hislot, would be as rich a prize, 
azthe eo RESP djiacquiringall his 'ambitions-: Content- 
ment is (. TO he Fhilo fophers ſtone,thae wakes g kd of 
any: > the? andrdoboas ef IE alttweadlth; ahdhonor, 
_ andpla ire in itsdiſpoſungs: makes the pooreſt Hernite , ' the 
richeſt poſſeflor ;, themoſt ſcorned abjet, "ae moſt honorable 
hah: the Recluſe,or the mortified Chriſtian, the moſt yo- 
upprongliveria a Kingdome;, eyery diminntion that can 
came by the malice afmen, or devils, * a pleaſurable jeatamity ; * Kaxiv 6 488 
whileſt the largeſt Geſſigns i in Natare,withourt this one $i}, po 
$unTy Ce Ts ſoverain piece of Alchymy, are fill eſ.iplnpe. l.. 
| + ue beggery imaginable: The Devils whot map, or | 
_ skip of all the & Lingdowrs and glory, if(as liberally 6ffer- 
. ed, ſo. )aft aaljy b beſtowed;is net able to fatisfle the lug; of one 
eye; much lefſeto fill up thegngles andvacuities.of one heart 
without it : That one prudent. inftrudion of # Qwdfis eſeve- 
Tis nihilque malis, \.in one Poet, ar | Pemnittes ipfts expontdere numi- 
nibus in another, or [ "AAX #28 ay} pid, imrgtfonds weln]ima Od.1g. 
third, | fend ill and ſee the falvazion of our God, | is a farre 
. Ticher provifion, then all their more glittering fiftions ofgol-. 
den apples,f 59 Iden,ſhowers;&golden fixeces,arid golden rods, | £N 
kncay make ſuch fudden. metamarphoaſes, 'yeaand of the  O4.16; 
xgvna Iulvethe golden nets, : the golden ages cau afford us. Tr: 
beaven;(aith Chrift,they neither eate; nar Cres Mr Kor are goa - 
marrigge,andYerarc better atigfed and p —_— cheybel 
AIRES Moos dining room; erlods eagh : 
2 The 


*& + i "_ 


p =_— ay ” * iox.:yſeace, equal to thevery Angels. It feems,*cis the Angets ſpecial | 


alltheſe things, which the Jaggape of fleſh aborit us makero us ſo 
necel i ry,andnof{uchicrane,{uch enginetoclevateontnatnreto' 
this is«2/3ale, 2t0 this fo Anpelicall a late; as 124 311vj#y, this ſo 
liberall a ſtience:of contentment,which not onefy makes Romances 
- creditable, finds minesin ourcloſets, whder every cuſhion we 
\ kneel on, rains down both the Tndies into our treafury, fariſ- 
fiesall ourneeds, fills all our vacuities, "bur is withall the no- | 
;  bleſta&of wiſdome, ot {i aperioriey of mind, of prowefle, -and' 
conqueſt dfout ſtlyes; thatawy Book bur that of fe, any place } 
but heaven cart give us ſtory of; and therefore ſure a 9% xen52s, 
a yoke,a command of Chriſt,butthata benipn and gainfull yoke 
in the third: place. a 

A 4+ ii ftance I-carmoe omit, though T mppote the moſt vul- 
gar phanſte hath prevented me in it,(becauſe Ariftotle hath a note 
in his Rhetoricks, that ſimekinddf aupitors are moſt wrought upon 
Ly fuch,) and that is from the Catalogue of the Bleſſing graces, in 
the 5 of Mat. Bleſſed are the poore in fpirit, themeek,, &c. In the pre- | 
{ent, they areblefſed, yea and would be fo, though there were 
never a heaven of blefſedneſſe behindfor them. Will you' exa- 

mine the truth ofthis ina few ofthe? © R554 
I. Poverty of fpirit, whether a preparation of ſpirit to be poore, 
and then *tis blefſed contentment tat juſt now we parted with: 
or whether it be hum#ty, blefſed hamilicy, and then, beſide the 
advantages.it hath toward another life, grace to the humble, to the 
: tyamble more grace and-at laſtheaven-to the hamble, yea and more . 
|. ,__ , heaven(asin the lexrnedralesof husbandry they are appoin- 
| <4 #: ny ted * to plow, ws and ty reap too all naked, hamility portraied by 
Mou, »þ- that nakedneffe, being the onely auſpicious poſture, the onely 
1b” auzgx, catholick qualification for all ſeafons:) befide theſe advanta- 
Heſ. 1,2, *  ges, I ſay, "tis over andabove;, even in the eye of the world, an. 
amiable gracetull quality, hatha;prefent ſecular blefſedniefſe in | 
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| ſcornsandcarfes after ity *tisa kind'of excommunicating fin, 


* 


it; a calme of ſoule to ir {elfe, a controlling loyelineſſe'in re-.” 
ſpe& of others, and a world ofconveniencies attending kt;*Fis. 

that wherein heaven andtarth arenietas tivals, God, bimſels  - 
a makingconrtto it, hg cients ate; hemeb's ops Oracle; - 


0 . 


2812 27% 46090 On8re, there are two refidencies;' 
thronesfor God, beaver, arid avr bumble ſoute;- and for mien 3 ai 
plain giareyy & efcaunevr, to them, an enchantment orcharm of 
reſpe&t and love, where ever*tis met with,” whereds inthe mean, 
time, pride goes alone in flare, onely witha-traine of menijal}- 


drives away confidents, counſelfonrs; ſervants; the very. 
credit and reputation which it courts, all-kind -of company, 
bat devils and paraſites, that peſſinuon gets inimicorum; that worlk 
kind of devill of the two.” 'So trueis that of Solomon, Prov. 16: 
19. Better is it to beeof anhumble fpiritwith thelowlhy, than to-divide 
the fpoile with the proud, the campariſon rhere'is ſet as 'betwixr 
the lowly and proud, ſo betwixt the humble firit, and; divi- 
ding the fpoile, there is no need ro mention any benefit of 
humility, the bumble fpirit; it ſeems, is: reward enough to it: 
(CO the proud mans prizes are not.comparable to it in. 
1s Life. * OY SOLEIL o (ol Sy APE IMS Conn dRGY 

| So for Meehneſſe, "tis a Tovely grace again 3 The ornament of a” 
meek and quiet m-— I Pet. 3.4 xc Slag: Lrabrokdery 5 >. bo 
enamouring drefſe, which -hath'more ofthe Agrecable in the 
look of it, than all the other helps of beauty can afford that 
ſex, which is there ſpoken of: bur eſpecially that_notion of 
meehneſſe, that con fiſts in obedience to- our Tawtfall-faperiours, 
which (beſide the many © inconveniencies of it , that thy 
dayes may be long in the land, #. long life in a Cana) isa moſt 
radiations gainfull duty, ſuch as if ithadapplications niade 
to it, would infallibly Jeaye the Prince the onely- ancaſte per- 
ſon in the Kingdome , becauſe he onely were afligned the rask, 
the painful;'cthankleſle, yerneceffary task of rommending*, *and —- 
deprived of the obſequii gloria, that far moreglorious,l will adde, 
& pleafant way of obeying. Theglory of it ſuchzas that Gerſon ha- 
ving diſcerned in the Angels two habitudes;ſone of * waiting upon * Mentemque 
God,the other in the ruling and managing of things below;refolves,thatprofundam _—_ 
ifthat Angel were to ſethimſelf out ina laſtre,to triumph'in a cvmeunt,Boeth,.. 

PHF F 3 | Magnificat, . 4 
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m_ ofRdan in IE _—_ (oe A 4 
q theys lay, ladde,a mad eyrans, to his Maſter, that would.wultir.. 
£ Ja RAY ſorrows, thahthe brigrs and. tharnes- 
Fourth blifſe as once, and che refleajur.oe. 
rien er was fv ſure;greater {lave inthe wilderneſſe, then. hce- 
was.in.theencloſure : wauld bur the Sacipture permit me thas , 
Ce Ons enigolacry the Env my, faith and. gbedience:to any 
«Judge ox Prince, were. itthe Pope, or the. 
ne ke grad antar, might iz bee reconcileable with.my 
Creed, it would becertainly with mine intereſts, to. get pre- 
ſently into that poſture of obedience. Eſhould learn ſo much. 
ofthe Barbarian Ambaſſadors in Hpian,, which came on pur- 
ofeto the Royuus to negatiate for leave.tobee their ſervants: 
Twould beem policy, it not my piety , and may now bee 
my wiſh, though not. by  faith,that I might never havethetrou-. 
to deliberate, to diſpute, co doubt, to. chuſe (thoſe ſo ma- 
ny profitlefle tees. ) but onely the favour' to receive 
commands, and the meeknelle to obey them ; ſo demonſtrabl y 
true 1s the axe dr apgec, ( the very mecknelle is. their ble 
eines) and from thence this. Dy: of the gainfulneſſe of this. 
yoke.. 

I will wy ou but with one gre ofthat Catalogue, that 
of. Mercifulneſſe, the ' eafrabletint en inthe world, there's 
| **O; ug 4e No ſuch kind of inward delight, = ſenfuality,as 1 it; were.,* Li- 

| gta dev, 1ei-berality isa kind oftickling to the ſoule, *tis hand to conceal the 

| gee 7 do;9 4 pleaſure of it, to keep it from Boylingover, from running, our 

| Tu atmouth in -— aj To make a poor man bappy,and by 
_ a ſcaſonable alms, to reprieve andreſcue him that was as it were 
appeinted to death, is that God-like quality, as Da 07.48 agrees 
with Chriſt,that kind of creative power, that of S, "MEN, 
Arc beſt R pleted with, and therefore uauurally they lo ve oi: 


TY 
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pms ne rs all Nena 
pre ls wangov ror were oi 
andaceordinglyhewooes;and © bee a - 
vour, nay :quarvels and chreateris hisBull #0 thoſe Sha worlla 
Gn ng ao da 
© cull a ofduty, oufneſſe to 
is withall; ler: mce tetl-you; bee Tneverfo' bred 
credible chegginiaeſhrade/theedriving-wey of- Ahab 
diſefor the wealth-of thisworld, char any Proje&or can dirett 
you'to-: Give mee leave for onee ito 'mterpoſe in {ſecular -af- _ 
fairs thusfar, astoaſhine you ofthat,thati-will pawn —— 
.cver is mineforthe-trath of it andfor whit Feonc, 
fomany:plainpromifesin the Beriprare, ha were infletity 
(n:rye, Tam fure )-co doubrof it ) thattheexerdfe ofthis 


ty of aims xpoverifhing's ty;bnr 
| der rarms ela eat Leritberrietand 1 will once ifer 


the Enfurersoffice, that whatever\gocs'ont out onthatwoyage, 
tial] nevermilſerovomebomewith gain; .-there-ts no'min that - 


partcehwithany'thing for @byih Rithhe, 'bathee fhllteve 

pen ye. 'bnt "ih þ-/h bnrithis ont the 
X$u50y s0 tothat in th to-the-even "ſen-. 
ſuall ary kar; J ws. a Chrift was.a 


goodMaſterzthariifyouh been alletra counſel ar tha rear 
Parti, had had your negative” tm that-x 
laws for mankind,you would not have 
.moreagreeableyoke for: your ſelves, Het iether Clrath, 
defignedfor you. | 

1promited tomikethis as evident anotherbead: of ,pro= 
bation,the mmumeration-.ofthe*fpeciatl'goods that have ever 
theen-prizedby mankind; bat'tharwerea-new Deep, ; and you 
have no:ftock of paticice to hokd-ont (that why, 
:all thathave ever preteridedto that ritle, Aavill Proof that 
'Honourtbath- gotten che primogeniture, ſupplanted allot Siler | 
geniiers: in-an jngenuous audicory. *And therefore on | 

CO word 
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Bear that David combated with, his furious ragetull paſſions, 
Achelous in all his ſhapes, and isalwaies in purſuitofthat vifte- 
ry,u*, ftil inthe preſent;hee isalwaies overcoming;Overcomes 
| * Tomp'y encmics, *the injurious perſon by not rettibuting of injuries, 
|| <2abg. thevery tyrant Perſecutor, (-whoſe: adoration; hee-bath-when 
ll | heecan get none of his:mercy, whilſt Cother that-is frighted out 
1 _ofhis.conſcience and integrity, is ſcorn'd and Kick*dinto hell 
1 by him.) yeaand the Devil that 5 mwngiv, the evill one, whom 
when the Chriſtian reſiſts, he conquers, ( fugiet, hee ſhall :flie | 
| from thee. ) yea and overcomes; and reproaches, and triumphs 
1 over all the world befides, praQiſes thoſe duties upon Chriſts 
lt commands, which neither Jew ,- nor Heathen ever thou 
' | themſelves obliged co. Athenageras canchallenge all the Philo- 
ſophers, and Law-givers of the world to <quall Chrift in. one 
. precept, or Chriſtians in 6ne;prattiſeof theirs, thac of bi:ſſing of 
enemies, and no Goliah of Gath-being -able to anſwer tis chal- 
lenge, no uncircumciſed Philiftim, of confidence to. meet him, 
| (Mwr© arig oajzes 3aor paror,) the Chriſtian is the bnely viftor, 
4  heconguersthewhole world about him, yea and thoſe glitte- 
[i ring courtiers of the ſuperiour world, outvies, and conquers 
Angels in that one dignity of ſuffering for Ghriſt, and ſo becomes 
the renowned'ſt champion under heaven. +; | 
To this I ſhould adde again, if Lhad not ſaid: fo-muchk of it 
already, and if*twere nota bafer earthier conſideration,the pro- 
i; fit and ſecular advantage, of which the Qhriftian life, -( let the 
(| inſenſate worldling think what hee will | }- hath the. peculiar 
| | onely promiſe from him which-hath the ſole diſpoſing. of it. 
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lt Some miſtakes thereare.in judging what worldly profperi 
þ Is; Let-it hee reſcued from theſe miſtakes, as particularly {x 


| | That of Ggnifying a preſent few months viciſſitude of power and 
; wealth ( ſo ſure to be paid (and confuted from: deſerving that 


title) by that of the Prophet, Wher thou ceaſeſt to ;fpoile' thou ſhalt 
| ; Rs be 
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befjoiled(lerirtignitie a8alone whodrandy Rudy chile cams 


teney, not that ſaperfiany; which hathial } Sis ave 
onal tlie bin it > and 20 queſtion ove diving 
cated arm h ic beeche profercluaving of all foo Chriſt 
fake Yis thac whick-doth rior wie to fail of theliberalÞſtforvat 


harveft; the hundredfoldmore in chiediths e-alb thrwae ad- 
route es of thoſe nf 710 nn. without thar. adkleciew which 
EY bebage pi rod bafencnaberdree and:winob, i6.iv were 
added,, woutd prove a moſt difadvantagions: dichimucion;. - I 

ſhall yencace the brand and puniſhment thar. brhongs 1c the 
moſt'imfamons chear ,. wliert ever any diiciple of Chriſt thabl 
think ficro calbmeefrisunderminer or exenry for this this dodrine, 


+ whenhe ſhalt think ficcro'ceH mercably that honeſty is: nov: he 


—— preadence, the. tas and coeafarre'of: wary 
I have done with the particulars Fpromifed : "Andnow pax 
all together, and-you will never think cite Poetcber: # tyrant 
more, never pitysthe mefancholy, bue: emvie-tive ravithinucics 
of bina that have taken ap tbi4yoheC yrathouglvie have: a def 
—_—_ to it. Yelllow yow wilDnever og dv box” | 
part in Mabomer's paradile,, exchanges ons purer 
groller Alchoran, laving i in ry foke of Chr 
— our to 2 riches towed off ju 
{ens poſſeion, then altehevaHe Prophergand 
_ Fredo fortheir cliens im che haſt revertion.. pany nr 
thas fortified you,. I ſhat now: chatletige: che: rival Sacati- td 
come out to thee, to bring forthy vis pleas and precewſiens for 
thee, to interpoſe his exceptions if hee ave any, why' this 
hour ſhould nor þre the ſolemn #0744 the date ofthy long fve- 
welto the kilnsand powof Bop! why this minureſhoulth- 
yotbe that of the b 4h es Ber found; rhac of proclais 
ming a Jubile, amanumvſion for (anbal rity fellow capw 
tives) never co return © higgall ievagairn,. who are” offer*d-1s 
far a moregainful}, chrome por. br aud-more Ibecad 
ſervide. Satan, Fam confident; dave noc faq” lis wales ars 
comparable to: thoſk,, thas kere Fave: rrndev'd clue fromns 
Chri tee hin(hzw fxcein.al} kis cingdvmes.of threads, iv 
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Chriſt eaſe Yax ». - Sarum Il, - 


 arivall with the graces,. not which the Poets feign ; but» 
which the Sermon on the Mount preſcribes, (ingredient and 
conſtitutive ofa Chriſtian) both-for the gain and pleaſure, the 
commodity, and the delight ofthem even. to fleſh and bloud, 
pany one bedlam licat of youth, or lethargick cuſtome of 
ap oof and IT ſhall no longer pretend to get any proſelyte 
out of his hands. 0 | | | 
And if after all this I muſtbe content with the fate of other 
Sermons to have play'da vain-glorious prize, diez Spw,woun- 
ding none but the aire this whole hour together, If I muſt miſ- 


carry in this ſo charitable undertaking, and may not bee heard 


when I come but to comply with you-inall: your intereſts, to 
dire& you through one Canaanto another,to Tay you out a pa» 
radiſe here for your rode to an eternall heaven , I confeſſe Fam 
fallen upon a peeviſh auditory,a company of fick phanfies and 
creſt-faln ſouts. For whoſe cure, | | 

I wight yet farther ſet offall this, and improve it into little 


lefle than-a demonſtration, by the view of the contrary not 


onely unpleaſant,and unprofitable, but even painful tormen- 
ting trade of (in; thoſe ſo many limbo's in paſſage to the deeper 
bel; that Sodyn of filth and burning in the 'way to a Tophet of 
wormsand flames. But I had rather phanfte you the fp in 
Ariſtotle which the green bow would lead, than thegoatsin the 
ſame Philoſopher, that the nettles muſt ſting,. whom the cords 
of a man mightdraw, than the whips of Scorpions-drive into 
Paradiſe, into Canaan; Being con t that Thaveat this time 
revealed ſuch precious truths unto you; that .hee whom they 
doenot melt, and charme, and winne to enter into:this ſo ne- 
ceſfary, ſo fecible , ſo gainful aſervice, Father Abrahan?s di- 
vinity would prejudge and conclude againſt him , that neither 
will that man convert, thaugh ene ſhould tiſe from the dead and preach 
wnta him. Ifthere bee any here ofthis unhappy temper , the 
onely reſerve have to reſcue him is my prayer, that God 
would touch his heart, that hee would fay Epphatha, that if 
there bee any conſolation in Chriſt, any comfort of love, 


any virtae, any praiſe, any ſuch thing as Paradife here, or 


heaven hereafter, wee may every of us think of theſe things, 
| and having entred into the bleſleq. family of this good 4 
| ry 


XUM 


Sam. Chriſts eaje You n, 

ſter, wee may all ſerve bim vs here, fighe under his 
banner, overcome by his conduct, and reign ich him tris 
4 him which b th lefted created, redeemed, called, 

ow. to him which bath e 

juſtified us, will conſummateus in bis good time, will proſpe 
this his ordinance to that end, willladusbybis bon 
gory's -Tohim, Kc. | 
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Epbraim s Complaint. 
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; J nn. 31 Vo I8, 
I. have ſurely heard Ephraim. bemoaning himſelfe thus, 
Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſt ſed, as a Bullock 
- 5" 2p #0 the. yoke : turne thou me, and I ſhall bee 
Furned... 


people. Ephraim tranſmigrantem, reads the Vulgar, 
and ſire YINQ which we read bemaning, would 
be better rendred thus, The ten- Tribes ſealed up in 
a black night, a fatal laſt captivity - 

To nar IOE our ftate with 1ſrgel in the tranſmigrantem, 1s- not 
my deligne, much lefle in the bemoaning, that's bur a piece. of 
wiſeaſonable pufillanimity, that our Engliſh hath impoſed 
upon the Text, and our Saviour bath inſpirited us into a 
more 


XUM 


Swtw. IL —FEvnnaru's Compleint:; 
morecheerfull guiſe in ſuffering ,the 204m £5945, mejpice 
andbee exceeding g/ad, the. moit bliGtull joyous condidon of. 


ADy.. SHE bi _— | 
The paralfiel, ifcar, will pzove 00 x anksCt 6m the words: , 
: thenxſclves, which Epbraim chen was-overoheardtouther , and 
porbapsiſameiInfde] heants may he a whiſpering aows endabat. 
Imay paevens.thisperalid, Ihave pinche wpor nhe- words, {: 
. have ſurely heard Ephraioe, ©. E139 Aut 4117 5367 
The ieulſe of Ephraing 42/998 thus fad[y muterad, "is pofſir- 
ble your may wot articulatdy anderftand., T fbelf briefly boe- 
his interpreter , by giving you 2 plaine. pecaphraſe. of the 


T heard the ten Tribes in a melan-- 
choly reflexion. on their ſtate , thus 
whiſpering within themſelves, We have - | 
loyg beey punifbed by (God, and nomore =* And accordingly $t.Chryſoſtome's 
wrought on by whoſe prrtifſhments, then Greak, Copy eaſt hee corretted, and 
# Wild avornanagedl Riullockgi, ene res Veadthus 4 mwidiprais rs Kgcs.ty tr bm aaſhy- 
fared or mended gt all by this diſciphus > 83% eyipwygs wore d/S1xr@r Thou 
( the Targum hath cleared the.ren- haſt inſtrufted mee, Lordzand | was not in- 
dring ma8YM x1; Fe have wt firiffeds bipt T became as ay untanght unma- 
been tanght , and the Septuagints waged oxe gf peifer t. 6. Ser Þpind.efſe Deum 
[*rxgd)Se,399 ] hath done fo too) YG No. Toft. 
bout they * Turn then mees rerun ey 
captivity, reſtore us - to our iiberty, and.” | 
air Cangan gains aud then ms doubt * That this is the meaning of the 
wee fhall hee tmmed,, refammed and words wil appeare by che conſequents, 
niarts fied by that cbange- When they axe once rendered and un- - 

dexfogd aright, which now ſeem 

to reliſt this interpretation, - And thet is cauſed by ghe il] ren- 

dring of them. They are to bee read thus, verſ. £9: . Surely wer 

gif uy ab noun mee! or wa Prog ) 4 2 » when 
t mee -( By MEFCIES ie thighs {a ceremony 

which wes aſed yp Jewes in the dayes of Atonement or Ex- 

pintion, dichjs I1AR9”) 1 ew aſhamed yes and confaruded, bacguſe T-beare , 

Ge, { i-6- I am fo troubled at my punnifkinent, that I can have 
go leafiare to amend.) 20. Ir Ephraim my Same? ( Filizs honorabilis : 
mihi., ſaith the Vulgar) is hee my daring? ( filius delicetis wy fond- - 
: G 3. ling? ) 


. 
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"a ErnHnain's Complaint. | Sunn, Hl 
' hag? ) © 6. Sure hee muſt thus thinke of himſelfe, and beleeve of 
mee, that I am ſo fond that I cannot live without him; for elſe 
ſurehee would never ſay thus, that he will not repent, unleſfie hee bee well 
Pri unlefſe I bring him back to his countrey againe. When I have 


en enough with him, ( admoniſhed, adviſed him ſufhciently ) I will in any 
Wiſe remember him, ( i. e. his impenitence, and chaſtiſe this obduration of 
his ) therefore my bowells are troubled about him, ( i. e.T am very angry with him, 
for bowels note any violent affe&tion, ) CanT in any wiſe have mercy on him ? 
(when all my cbaſtiſements work not upon him, when he will not amend 
without proſperity.) That this is the ſenſe, and not that whick our Eng- 
liſh inclinestobeleeve, appears by this,that theſe Ten Tribes returned nor, 
and therefore the next Ver. 21. muſt be applyed to the Twelve Tribes, 
| not the Ten. | 


Having thus laid bare the words before you , you will pre- 
ently diſcern the ſumme of them, A people 5 are} under Gods 
rod, petitioning to bee releaſed from that ſmart, becauſe it did not mend 
_m » pretending that proſperity would work wonders on 
them. | 

Andthis you will diffolve into theſe three ſpecialls, each 
worth our ſftayand pondering. 

I. Gods judgment , what courſe is fitteſt to reform ſinners, not the 
_—_ but the ſharp, that of ſmiting, Tu percuſliſti , Thou haſt 
mitten. 

2. Mans judgment, or the fuuners flattering perſwaſion of himſelfe, 
quite contrary to Gods; a Cunceit, that roſes are more wholſome 
than wormwood , that proſperity will dee it better; and a bribing God 
with a promiſe, that it ſhall doeit, Converte & convertar , thy 
_ have done no good on mee : Turn thou mee, and 1 fball bee 
turned- | 
3» The ſtating of this difficulty betwixt Gid and man, and in that, 
the falſneſſe of mans judgement; and the fallaciouſneſſe of ſuch his pro- 
miſe : 1. In reſpett of God, who will never ſend them proſperity, that 
adverſity wrought no good on. And 2. of profperity it ſelfe,'which would 
never doe that work on thoſe, if God ſhould ſend it, intimated in the 
Prophets reconnting and upbraiding this ſpeech of Ephraim, 1 
have ſurely keard Ephraim,&c. 4 . 
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- I begin firſt {with the firſt}, Gods judgement ,- what courſe is 
fitteſt to reforme ſinners, not the delicate > but the ſharp , that of 
ting. | i ; 
_ all the proofe I pretend to have from this Text for 
this, is thepercuſſiſti, in the front. *Tisclear,God had ſmitten 
Ephraim, and Gods aftions areadeclaration of his judgment,” 
bis ſmitinga ſufficient aſſurance that nothing elſe is judged by 
God ſo likely to reforme Ephraim, and that upon this two 
plain headsot probation. | 

I. That whatever is, whatever is come to paſſe, is certainly Gods will 
i ſhould be. 

2. That what was thus Gids will, was deſigned to ſome 
benigne end, andin ſhort, to nothing- in Ephraim, but -his reforma= 
tion. 

I. That whatever comes to paſſe is certainly Gods will. Not ſtill his 
will, ſoas to be matter of decree ( ſave onely of permiſſion ) 
that thou ſhould doe it, and therefore even thoſe things that 
are moſt neceſfarily to come, ſhall bee matter of the greateſt 
guilt, and woeto thoſe by whom they come,Mat.18.7. But 
his will, his over-ruling decretory will, that I ſhonld ſuffer 
it, his hand and his counſell, aexeiCor Yuivut, Alts 4.28. predeter- 
mining that t9 be dine, which none but Herod and Pilate, 'Gen- 
tiles and Devil, againſt the expreſfſe will of God , and his chil# 
Feſis were gathered together to doe. All the fin and furies, guilt 
and danmation of hel! may be in the mv, the doing or execu= 
ting Gods will,(as believe it, there is not a more formidable 
trade in the world, than that of which Satan alone- hath the 
Patent, and men doe but intrench'on hell ; 'whenſoever they - 
exerciſe it, that of the lifor & carnifex,- of being Gods rods, 
Gods exccutioners ) but then-all the mercy, andall wiſdome, 
bounty, anddivinity, ſometimes the redeeming of a world,in 
the $51, the Heing done. Not the fofteſtaffliftion, or bloudieſt 
tyranny had ever come into the world,had not God permitted, 
& for our fins decreed to permit the dores ta be open for it. Not 
the lighteſt wound, or deepeſt furrow- on a poore Chriſtians: 
ſhoulders,but hath chara&ers of Gods hand in it, ſuperſcribing 
him yiw{,us gs pg phraſe, the com of Chriſt, . a ſamp 
of bisimprefling; and as the. Painter had ſo interweved his- 

OWN..1 
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| . Eonnaru's Complaint. Sun. ITE 
own face in Miner spiftiuce, that yow could' nor brhofd one 
-without diſcerning: the other, - fo: wirent the tm#ge of Chrift ® 
-impreſt on-us, 1 mean the Image of the crucified Sayioue, the 
.cthomeson the bead, the ſpitting on:the face , the fprrge of 
vineger and g4H at the mouths, and the -one wornd on the 
whole bodys. when thr carforminy 40 this image of the Sor, Rom. $. 
is ſetled upor: that feale of the'T; the Mapras Adam (as 
che Cabaliſts are wong to callicyl mear , of the archetypal 
ſufferer Chriſt, is impreſt ſo hard, that it prints qrrire chorow 
the bottome of hin, leaves the impreſſion on the Mylcrth , the 
: bride, -the houſe of Ifuel, the poor crucified Church here bes 
low, when kfay, that ſad original is thas copied npor us, 
there is no avoiding; the fight, noefcaping. the acknowledge 
ment of that great Painters face, that drew theſe parallel ſigttx- 
tires both 6n Chrift and ws, or im St. Pants phraſe; preeftined us 
t6 he confornable to that image of his San, at ravamingds, Col.1. by way 
of correſpondence, of antitype, ts fill ap the rermuinders of bis 
ſafferings in our fieſh, and as pun&auatly clefted us to this 
evew/pwes , this c-faffering for » and: after Chtiift, as to'the 
-ovnibEegeaus, wee truſt hee hath, ro the alfo bring glorified with 
Mary . 
| Theſcarethenyuwrrs, Lrof, liverally, andexattly, the prints 
or brandbot Chriſt, the works of his hands, as welt as the 
tranſcripts of his ſufferings; andas this may” give us a perfe& 
ſaitsfRion it}. whatſoever the moſt ſmitten condition, a 
KentZ14ydot, =74s Jer; alt joy when we are thas vouchfated and dignified, 
Ags5.41i, cefpecially if wer fhalf have cran{eribed the ative as well as Poſe 
ſroe part of his image, or if this firffering teacl- us; to ,—wnnk c 
it, fo will .itbeea firſt proofof the poine itt hand,a declarati- 
on of Gods opiniow by: lis preſeriprions; that nothing is fo fit 
for eur wrn,as finrcing. | 
'But then this firſt proof will not perfefily come home to the 
conchalion, wnlefle wer improve and ſharpen it with the ſecond, ; 
thar this ſniting.as it already appears to be Gads witl, fo. 'tis by 
God defigned ts Bphreims good, the gronteff good for rebellios Eohraims 
the bringing hrinmto repentance 4 and that p any thing elie coald 
have: tended fÞ. direQby to-that end, Fabra Had never. been 
thus {avicten. The foundation ofthis lies in che faperlative 


love 
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TE i 


-Eenkarn's Complaint. 


his manner of preſcribing that to us, with an ab exemple;from 


.the example of his 0wne perteCtion.- Mat. 5. 48. who, it ſeems 


nt, is a benefaor and leſſer even of enemies,and 


by that rope 
'Whatever he ſends to the moſt hoſtile Ephraim; it is method 
of deliberate charity, the bitter'ſt Recipe*s delign'd on purpoſe 


(neither by chance nor malice, thoſe two heathen principles 
of theology, Tvxy & ebir@& S</uwS, but, I fay, on purpole ) 
from loveand pond'ring,from judgement and from bowels, as 
that which as long as there is any hope of recovery, will doit, 
if any thing, and therefore cannot in charity be withdrawn, 
whil: there is hope ; and when there is none, is then to be 
ſpared,n ot laviſl'd out, like Galens generous medicaments, that 
muſt not be diſhonored, or caſtaway on the deſperate Patient , 
but preſerv'd to do noble and fignall cures, on thoſe that are 
capable aud worthy of them. 

Such are theſe cauftick plaifters,preparatory to the Incarna- 
tive, the knife and the launce that Hipp: reckons among the 
uarſuituy yiree, the mollifying preparations, that the Phyſi- 
tian muſt always carry about with him : This is the new, and, 
as late artiſts tell us, the truer notion of the feaver, notas of a 
diſeaſe, but an indevour , and ſtrife of nature to cure one , as 
when there isa thorne in the hand, or burthenous excrement 
in the body , nature heaves and plunges, puts it ſelfe into a 
paſſion and flame to thruſt it out;and then to cure that feaver , 


- toquench that flame, to allay or traſh nature in thatmarch, 


is to diſ-arme thefriend, and fide with the adverſary : and 
ſuch it ſeems was the meſſenger of Satan to Saint Paul, that 
medicinall thorne in the fleſh, to prick the rifing, and let out 
the putrid humour , that he might not pn wn up; and ex- 
alted above meaſure , and God would not be ſo unkind, as to 
hearken to his importunity, in giving it leave to depart from 
him. | = _— 

It you will further ſce the opinion and judgement of God 
in this matter, I ſhall mention but one evidence more of 
it, the notes of his conſtant prattiſe thorow the whole 


Scripture. = 
e briers and thorns were GY defigned by God 
| to 
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ro the firſt ſinnes , to- repair the errours, and crimes: of 


Paradiſe. ? 


Afterward, the.red, was the onely engine, by which Moſes 


was to work all his miracles, on the rock, -on the Agyptians, 


on the more. obdurate Iſrael ; all the exchange -and variety + 


was onely this, the red ſometimes transtormed into a Ser- 
pent , or elſe multiplied into an urmy of Frogs, and Flies., 
and Locuſis, when an obdurate rebellious finner, a Pharaoh was 
to be ſoftned: and if you mark it, when upon the importunity of 
Moſes, God was perſwaded to withdraw that rod, to intermix 
deliverances, theſe never wrought any good upon Pharaoh, 
when Pharaoh ſaw. that there -was reſpite , reſpite but for a minute, he 
bardned his beart, &c. Exod. $: 15. An obſervation that made 
St Baſil reſolve,that"twas 7ods patience,or wrxeehvpia, that bardned 
Pharaohs heart , the removings of his plagues , intercalations of 


mercy : the taking of the water from-the fire , and letting-it cool * 


again , that as Ariſtotle ſaith, makes it . freez ſo hard and ſo 
ſpeedily. Thedevill and the Magitians would have been bet- 
ter at the cure of a hard heart, then Moſes and his prayers ; 
they could onely: conjure up more bloud , and more frogs, 
but could not remove any,and that it ſeemswas-the moſt like- 
ly. meanes to have kept him humbled, and therefore in the. 
New Teſtament, *cis tht Apoſtles ſaving method in ſuck great 
cures to. alt inthe Devil into conſultation, to deliver men up 
unto Satan as the laſt and ſireſt remedy ; the continued ſtripes 


and theno reſpite, to give the inpenitent to drink of the _. 
arc Gr nezeegouir@r, inthe Apoc. that hath fo poſed the Inter- 
preters, the unmixt mixt wine, the all myrrhe but-no- water, - 


theall manner of imbittering, hightning, but none of the al- 
laying, cooling mixtures in it , and ſo till the potion of our 
crucified Maſter, i.e. by the way of this Text, -all fmitings, 
and diſciplining; reall, corporeall inflitions of Satan, to the 
diſcaſing and deſtroying of the fleſh,'and it ſeems no popular 
Empiricall means ſo probable, for the ira wry owdy that the 
ſpirit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord. ' | 

And then my brethren, to, bring down this firft particular 
unto ourſelves,was there ever ſuch acourſe of ſoure diſcipline, 
ſuch a delivering up unto Satanasthis-Nation-of ours hath for 


{ſome . 
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ſome yeafe been-under? Was there ever ſuch real buffetings,not 
- like that in Saint Feroms Dreame; to convert the Ciceronian into 
- a Chriſtian,but as upon a waking Bedlanz, a daily conſtant ex- 
erciſe of ſtripes, or like that on the poflefſed inthe Goſpel;the 
ſpiric taking us, and tearing us till we foame againe, (and our 
baſe reviling and {landring one another, is that foam) 6 how 
many ſadfalling fits hath chis poore demoniack been wreſtling 
under, and unlefle an over-ruling mercy interpoſe , perhaps 
the bittereſt part of the agony ftill to come, in the ftrugling 
of life to returne again ! Is not this the antitype of a ſmitten 
Ephraim ? I ſpeak not this particularly of thoſe that have been 
the ſufferers under this rod; beleeve it; the catalogue of the 
ſmitten is larger then ſo: You may mark it, that the Rodiit felt 
97" <="ckge, end” oak it ſmites, at every blow wounded and 
torn by my of repaſſion. | 

And ſo the moſt diftantatomes of this kingdome are once 
united, in this one ſad notion of ſtripes and wounds fit to be= 
come one common #Zzpx&- 3pm, precentor in the firſt note of 
this ſad anthem, the flagellaſti me , thou haſt ſmittenme, © that we 
.could get but one word farther, ogy in the & wordazor, or 
counterpart, flagellatus ſum, in the reall paſſive, and I was fmit- 
ten. 

This were but juſtice unto God that hath taken all this 
pains with us, been at ſuch an expence of culters with thefe 
ſtony fallow hearts of ours, You ſhall ſee how rhetorically 

— heexpoſtaulatesit, Amos 3, 4+ Willa Lyon roare in- the foreſt to 
\ have no prey ? ſhall iny chidings andthreats, and thunderbolts 


tearing your Ephod and your Altar, rending not the vayle, 
but the Temple it ſelfe from the top to the bottome be ſpent 
all to no purpoſe? Willa young Lyongjvs forth his woice from his den 
that he may take nothing ? ( that is the beſt rendring ot the place ) 
ſhall all this tragicall ſcene deſigned and ated by God 
( all but our fin-parts in it ) be but a beating of the atr, or 
a ſcourging of the ſea, nnprofitably ? no one fin in ſuch 
a legion brought downe , or vanquiſh'd by all this ftor- 
ming? 

Nay, ſhall weat once evacuate and reproach, furſtrate and 


defame his methods? pronounce unto all the world that God 
H 2 hath 
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bach loſt his deligne for want of condu&? ſhall we ſetup for 


the maſter wits ? get Proſelytes away from heaven to Ephrains - 


herefic? preach backe againe to. Gods rod? and tell him.,that 


aftli&ions are very. improper engines to wake batteries on . 
ſouls? If ſo,then. are we juſt the indomiti juvenei in this Text, ſo 
perkc&ly untamed after all this ſmiting ;I wiſh we could fay . 


as trae, in.that that follows, the | Turne thou #s, and we ſhall be 


tuned] that the reſolvednefle not to benefit by ſtripes,were nor 


ſo like the blaſphemy againſt the holy Ghoſt; that when. this 


hath failed, any other methed might hope to prove ſuccesful.” 


That proſperity might do it, was Ephraims phanſie,though diftant 
enough trom Gods, which brings me to my ſecond particular, 


Mans judgment, or the ſinners perſwaſion of kimſelfe, that roſes are more 


wholſore then .normwocd , that proſperity will doe it better , anda - 


bribing God with a promiſe that jt ſhall doe it; Converte & conver- 
tar, turn, &c. * 


And this we ſhall-not fully carry awaywith us, ifwedo not 


view it diſtin&ly in three notions: 


1. As*twas aperſwaſim or att of belief in Ephraim, that ſo 


would prove : turn thou me, &c. 
2. AS a promiſe thai it ſhould be'thws-: turnand Twill, &c. 


3. ASintruth it was, an-excuſe to get off the Red, or to pro- . 
ereſtinate the repentance, the preſent method of ſmiting may be }.. 


ſuperſeded, turn thou me, &c. 
The firft, an a&t of judgrent.in Ephraim. The ſecond,of tempo- 
rary reſoluticn. The third, of artifice arid deſigne. In each *of theſe 


Epbraim may chance to prove our mirroar, *twill be worth . 


your patience that I (hew you how. And 
1.As it was « perfwaſton, or at of judgment in Ephraim, that pro- 
ſperity was the way ta makethem better. F 
"T wasa trath of Gods owne pronguncing; that his thoughts 


are not like our thoughts , conſented to by the Philoſopher , 


57% Sevas I117:19'y euoiiG, u7h youue , ſaith Xenophanes , God 
bath no mare of our phanſtes then of our ſhapes, heaven earth are ſel- 


dome of an opinion. Twill be moſ pertinent and viſible in 


matters of his providence. | 
When God hath deſignedthe crofle;. the conſtant poſt and 
ſtage in our gefſes to heaven ; we muſt necds ſet up another 


QCQNOMYy;, . 
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economy , phanſie it a kingdome of uncompounded felicitres, 
croud alli e Godly into one throne , and the ungodly a | 


one foorftoole, bring Chriſt unto this earth again,on-a ſecond 
more-prudent errand, to have an age of reigning, notof ſuffer= 
ring, among a world-not of followers , bye of fellowekings, 


and ſo, inthe Apoſtles judgement, incloſe him in a kingdome + 


of baſtards, whom weare reſoly'd ( quite contrary to Gods 
pronouncing ) to be the onely ſons and ſaints of the Millenni- 
um. To thiscnd muſt Prophelics be precipitated, andwhatbe- 
longs to the future ( perhaps long ago paſt) converkion of the 
Jewes, or ouryet morefuture blifſe, ſhall be 2ll anticipated 
preſently , the Croſſe condemn'd and baniſh'd our- of the 


world, and none like to be of the Order of the new Diſci- - 


ples, but he that will caſt off that unchriftian luggage, and ſo 
not follow Chriſt. * Can there bea greater contrariety un- 
to Chriſts judgment, a more perfet Antipodes to all 
that hath hicherto been Goſpel , then that which by pul- 


ling out one pin in the ſcene , hath been thus ſhifted into its 


Read? 


And as in the-generall,ſo in the particalartoo, | I what fate - 


foever T am, therewith to be contented | is not to be had by 
Saints Pauls own confeſſion ; without a yew pus a great 


deale of myſterious inſtruftion , ſuch as in the Eleuſiia- facra + 


coſt the Client ſo many ſighing patient yeares .of atten- 


dance . and purgation;; before he could aſcend :to the mmrerdl » 


& £rirreia 3 the bights of chriſtian contentment :- but eſpecially to 
have any good opinionof affliftions,when they are afually on 
our ſhoulders, to be ſo tameas to think ſuch a propartion of 


carth,which wornmwood imbibed, can prove uſefull or medict- - 


nall to any. 


Will not a brave golden ſhowr of cordials diſpel] poyſons, . 
raiſe a collaps'd habit of ſoul, infufe a new ftock of ſpirits,more - 


probably far, then a courſe of ſteel or quickfilver? Wonld not 
an army of ſun-beams, that have light as well as warmth in 


them,ſubdue and thaw the moſt hardned heart in the whole. 
quarry ,diffolve the moſt icy cryftall ſpirit,berter thena ſtroke - 


of Moſes rod, or a crack of thunder. | 


H 3: Thus. 
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.- Thus hard it is for fleſh and bloud to beleeve that God cen 
chuſe beft for us: Are not Abanah and Parpharrivers of Dama- 
fcus, better then all the waters of Jordan ? -May not I waſh there 
and be clean? Would not a little kind uſage, a few. tatherly 
kifles and embraces, an inheritance, or portion given me 
in my:hand, a fair demeans to keep hoſpitality upon,be more 
likely to work upon wel-naturedinners, that do not love to 
be forced,will be as thankfull as any man living,it they may be 
courteouſly treated,buv with a froward handling cannot chuſe but 
ſhew themſelves unſevoury * This driving and forcing men to re- 
pentance, is a violation of the Goſpel-liberty, a kind of con- 


ſtraining and violencing ofthe ſpirit, ifit beenſlaved to theſe. 


beggerly rudiments of ſtripes and terrors, and favors much of 
the ſpirit of legall fear, that Hagar or mount Sinai, that engendrtch 
* unto bondage,quite contrary to the free-born Sion, or Feruſalen- 
ſpirit, whereby we cry Abba father. 

Farther yet, I haveheard Ephraim a murmuring as well as a 
bemoaning,lam ſo encumbredwith the preſſures of a villainous 
world, ſuch a hurry ofpaſſions of indignation and impatience, 
of a tumultuous grief and ſhame, that I' have neither heart,nor 
joy, nor leiſureto mendany thing. Thus it foltowes,verſs 19. 
I am aſhamed and confounded, becauſe I bear the reproach of my youth 3 
no poſſible reforming in ſuch a ſtate of confulton , ſucha kind 
of Tophet,and hell as this. 

AndI heartily wiſh, I did not ſpeak to men that can think 
Ephraim in the right all this whife,thatwith Fonds in the wi- 
thering of the Goard can juftifie againſt God himſelf, that they 
do well to be angry even unto death, that can really perſwade them 
ſelves that affli&ions are not for their turn , that they are as 
noxicus to their ſoules, as to their bodies,that as Hippocrates re- 
ſolved of the Scythians,that the #ifua]a, ifthey came from God 
(that all the curſes and il-turns that heaven had to ſpare ) 
would beconfined to the poor,becauſe their wants ſet them al- 
waysa murmuring,anda Mathowbe of God: So,I ſay,I wiſh 
we had not ſome of that Atheiſts conceit,that cannot tel] how 
to imagine;that'ftripes would bring forth any thing*, but cla» 
mours and execrations, moreferity, more fullen Atheiſmes , 


more beſtiality to drown,Opiate potions to benunn the ſenſe 
of 
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of our calamities;And many of us do this out of pure judgment. 

that affluence is far the more probable way toward mendi 

that a Canaan were able to inſpire Iſraelites,as the good foylein. 

Plutarch was thought to infuſe poetry into. the Oracle: and- 

having experience to demonſtrate the firſt part of Ephraims : 

ſpeech, being no more wrought 'on by all Gods ſmiting, then: 

the moſt antrafable ſteers, they go on with a preſumption of 

the truth of the ſecond;that proſperity will do all, that adverſity Lath 

not done: Turn thou me,$C. 

Bit then 2!y- Ftold you there was a ſecond notion oftheſe - 
words, as they arean a& of promiſe and temporary reſo= 
lution, that if God will turne our captivity , we will mfallibly as 
mend. | 
And?tis very poſlible at a diſtagce for a man to think himſelf 
in earneſt when he ſo promiſes : *T was Dio's obſervation of 
Nero's Mother ( that profeſt her ſelf content to be kill'd by her 
Son, on condition hemight be Emperour) that "tis very ordi- 
nary at a diftance to-enter ſuch obligations; we'l 'ventureany. - 
the ſoreſt payment from Satan after this life, ſo we may get but 
his kingdome ofthe earth,his Serag/io of carnall felicitics at.the 
inſtant. The hypocrite or falſhearted profeſior will make any. . 
bargains with God for the future, will not donbe but to. bea 
diſciple of Chriſt, ſo hemay but firſt goand bury: his Father , or 
with Feptha's daughter, have a month or two to go up and down the k 
mountains, and bewail her virginity; ſhe and -her fellowes ; Beit the 
Cloyfter or the Altar, chafticy, or death it ſelf (as you know 
'tis not reſolv'd which *twas that that ww belong'd to) a little 
preſent felicity will be ſufficient payment for either of them, 
only when the date of the undertaken-returning begins to. com- - 
mence,when the-ſore part of the bz rgain comes to beperform'd, 
the Nero to:kiH, as well as to raign, the Cloyfter;to be a&nally 
entred, and with that the 4pusJapian]© puerdvoa, a vow neyer to 
return 4d feculumagain;: then the votary begins ro underſtand 
himſelfe better ,- finds it as improper.to turn penitentlary 
in a Palace, as #t was in a Priſon. as irratiouall to-be.con- + 
denmsd to Tantalws, as to Prometheus fate, to be abſtemious in a - 
river of delights , as patient of faſtning toa mountain of tor- - 
ments:and had he known .it,that heſhould thus have been takeh - 
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"athis word, have had his turning required affoon as his'captivi- 
. ty wasturn'd; his morrification expetted at the reſtoring of his 


peace, and with thefeſtivity and reſt, the holineſſe alfo' and 
ſervices of a Sabbath and Jubilee, he would have even courted 
his rod, embraced his pleafanter gyves, or danghill, have con- 
tinued a ſlave in Zgypt, rather then thas be circumciſed in Ca- 
naan; have been bored through the eare by his old Maſter, ra- 
ther then thus dignified with the title of Freeman, & denied the 
libertinifme that belongs to it. 

But the truth is,there is a third notion of theſe words,which 
will be a Superſedeasto that of a promiſe, and that is, as this art 


of promiſing, is onely an excuſe, or ſhift, or pretence to get off the - 


preſint ſmart 6f the Rod, or the importunity of the Prophet to e- 
feape the ſmiting , or the being ſmitten, the croſſe or following of 

hriſt. | 
Should the unmanaged Horſe ( in ftead of the Bullock, in the 
Text ) defire hit Rider to put off his ſpurs and whip , and at once 
to eaſe him both of bit and ſaddle, and then promiſe to be the traGableſt 
beaft in nature , but till then profeſſe that all thoſe inſtruments 6f 
diſcipline ſhould never tame him , 1 bcſeech you, what would be 
thought of this oration ? would you certainly be perſwaded 
that the beaſt fpake reaſon, that *twas a ſerious deſigne of a generous 
obedience, a gallantry of a voluntary unconſirain'd vertue ? If 10, you 
niay beleeve the beaſt within you , that makes the ſame tart to 
God, and you. In the mean *twill not be amiſs to reſolve, that 
he that hath exceptions to Gods methods, hath ſome other Maſter to 
whem he is more inzlinable to retdine , he that will not ſerve God 
for naught , that is all for the thriving piety , the gainfull Godlineſſe, 
that muſt have his reward, juſtas he isa doing the worke, a pay- 
ment in band, even before he ſets about the duty,will ſare bring 
in [ittleprofit to God be he fed never ſo high, very thin re- 
turns of good life for all his donatives. He that will not now mend 
under the rod, edifie by ſo many dolefull Leftures, as have bcen 
read on out of a Zachary's and a Feremy's roll, that hath arrived 
to Theodorets ver dvrimuToy ; a mind that can reverberate judgments, 
and make them rebound, in more provoking fins againſt the 
hand that ſent them, is of the Pharaoh, the anvi]-temper, 
and, let him pretendzor promiſe, or/ flatter himſelie hr 
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| he pleaſe, by holding out his White flag for treaty , he -deftred to be 
incaſe to maintain his fort ſti!l agaimſt God , and *tis it not vidtu- 


dlling, and bribing; but ſtarving and ſtorming , muſt helpe to drive 


.bim out of it .: which brings me to the third and laſt particu- 


lar bd j 

The ſtating of this difficulty hetwixt God and man , and in it the 
falſeneſſe of mans judgment and fallaciouſneſſe of ſuch his promiſe,both in 
refpeft of God, who will never ſend them proſperity,that adverſity wrought 
no good on, and of proſperity it ſelf, which would never doe the work, , if 
God ſhould ſend'it. | 

For the firſt, in reſpef of God,who will never ſend them proſperity, 
that adverſity wrought ns good en. This you may judge of, 
not onely by that great rule of ſtate in heaven of | Gods 
reſiſting the proud | and | ſur:ly God heareth not ſinners | com= 
he into one Goſpel-aphoriſme, {| the incorrigible bepger 
ean never have audience in heaven , nor returns from thence , "ho 
onely of ſtenes and thunderbolts | bur eſpecially on that wiſe 
ground of divine cconomy, on which all theſe ftripes are 


ſent. 


Gods firſt method of calling us off from the world, is the ſoft, 
and friendly , the | having therefore theſe promiſes , let us cleanſe 
our ſelves, ] a beaven , a paradiſe, anda Camaan, to confirm Angels, 
and bring men to bliſſe, to draw with the cords of a man, with the 
bands of Ive; and if that prevaile,afflidtions are ſuperſeded,(and 
were itnot, that there is another ſpeciall aſe of them,to illu- 
ſtrate our Chriftien vertues, and improve our crown, and withall 
to confute Satan when he accuſes us ofunſincerity , the reformed 
Chriſtian ſhould never be thus exerciſed.) But when proſperity 
will not work , when the calmer Phylick-is digeſted into 
nouriſhment of the diſeaſe, then, andnot till then,the yomic 
comes in on the reſerve,the tempeſt and deluge todrown thoſe 
ſerpents, that had ingendred and thriven in the ſhallow and 
ſil] waters, as to them that are ſick of perfumes the noyſomeſt 
ſmell is the onely cordiall : and then,as Cyſanus obſerves, there is 
in God coincidentia contrarierum, this ſeverity is the only mercy, 
theſe wounds the only balſome, the hoſtile approach , « 

moſt obliging charity ; andas by the heathen artifice in Hero's 


the 


® - 
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the plummets fell, and the dores flew open, and the God ap-> 


peared upon the chair of ftate; ſo by this rarifying power of 
tames , and 'udgments the earthy obſtacles are oft removed, 
and the deity ſet up and enthron'd in the heart; and then ſure- 
*twas good for that man that he was in-trouble: And generally the 
rule is true in Gerſon ,Onmes pane non exterminan.es ſunt medicinales, 
all mul&s chat are not undoing ( and our law admits 
not ofany , but ſuch as are Tv contenemento ) are a peece of 
charity and phylick in the udge. For this cauſe are: many ſick, 
and weak, nay many faln «ſleep, it we will beleeve the Apoſtle) 
andall theſe judgings of the Lord, the onely antidotes againſt 
qpat fatal poyſon, the being condenn'd,, and ruin'd with the- 
world. | 
And then yon will not blame the wit or piety of the old' 
Heathens (who deified a!l their Benefaftors) that they had Tem- 
plcs for ſuch teavers astheſe, the friends that had ſo obliged 
them , Pm ſure Saint Augyſtine makes it bis wonder, that 
upon that ſcore they had not ereCted one Altar more, inpietati: 
h:ſtium , to the impicty and rapine of their enemies, which 
was conflantly ( if che had but the graceto make uſe of it) ſo 
royall a Benefa@or.. | | | 
The ſoveraign power of this Recipe being thus: con{idered , 
you will give it leave to be the laſt in Geds preſcribing , 
avd the moſt dependcd on ; and' the Patient being not fit for 
the coſt, or trouble ofany farther experiments, when theſe 
have prov'd fucceſslefſe, the greateſt mercy of the Phyſirian is: 
to leave him with theſe cupping glaſes at the neck, that ifthere 
be ever a ſpark of vitall ſpirit within, it may by this aſſiſtance 
diſcharge it ſelt of that poyſoncus vapour , and yet poſſibly 
overcome and quit the danger; but if not. 'tis ſure too late to 
dtycrt to any new courſe ; the fetching out the cordials will 
but enhance the bill, and maintain the lamp a little Tonger , 
will never begeta new ſtock of ſpirits, or ſpring of life, when 
*Lis once {ſo quite exhauſted; and therefore th e concluſion is 


clear, and the Prop het Amos hath expreſt it by an aptreſem- 


blance, Amos 3.5- Shall one take up a ſnare from the earth, and 
take nothing at all? Shall God remove his judgments from a 
aztion, while the ſins are ſtill at the bigh water? Infallibly he 


will: 
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will not do ic: Ithe do, *tis a fad preſage , his ſoft hand 
Is but abſolute deſertion;the leaving to our ſelves,is the giving 


us up to our bloudieſt enemies,that unſeaſonable heaven is the - 


far worſe Tophet of the twain. 
Let but the preſent calamities work the cure on us,and then 


all the Camaans in the worldare ready at hand toperfett it, the 
old peaceable flouriſhing England, hid under that heape of 
thunderbolts , is ready to be our bath and paleſtra once again, 
to refreſh and confirm what was thus acquired, and to beget a 
whole treaſure of health in us; but till then, proſperity is quite 
beſide the purpoſe, a meer ignorant Empirick-preſcription 

which hath nothing of purging or medicinall ia it, ſhould 
it be adminiſtred, *twould never reform, or convert any ; 

the demonſtrating of which , is the undertaking of the laſt 
minute of my laſt particular; that in reſpe& of proſperity it 
ſelf, which in this caſe will never do the work if God ſhould 
ſend it. 

The beaſt that is not tamed or humbled by the whip or 
goad, the rich paſture in all reaſon will never break, or 
work on. The liberty ofthat field is a new tentation,and the 
plenty Rtrengthens for a fturdier reliſtance , and both /iberty 
and plenty , reſpite and peace are apt to be miſtaken for a re- 
ward of the former ſiubborneſſes, far from any reſtraint of 


them. 
Will you ſee it exemplified in the moſt eminent ſtories of Je- 
lwerances,and profperities,«that the Scriptures takes notice of ? 
that will enforce the concluſion a majori. 

You have Lot of Sodem, and Noah of the old World, the 


remnant preſerved from that double deluge of fire and water, 


and afſoon as they are landed in their faire havens, the ſame 
calme ſhipracks both, and their proſperity is branded by 
holy Writ be the mother of their two -beſtiall fins, inceſt and 
drunkenneſſe. 

Look back from thence into Eden , and the e that happy 
at once and innocent paire, are not by plenty ſecured from cave- 
ting; beauty,and ſweetneſſe,and deſrre of knowledge, the perfe&ions 
and temptations of Paradiſe, are the ruine to imoxence it ſelf; 


and then whatdo you think the Swine would have done there, 
I 2 | when 
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when the Lambs commirted ſuch early riots ? what a havock 
would an army of 4 om have made in thet Garden,where Adam 
himſelf (ifyou will 

miſts , I? Ry) abode not one night in that ſtate of bliſſe , and 


honour # 
Paſſe we from paradiſe unto beaver it ſelf, where there is nei- 


. ther eating ner drinking > marrying nor giving in marriage , and ſo 


no -roome for carnall fins to doe any thing but ſterve in , yer 
even there was matter for the filthineſle of the ſpirit to feed 
on, the Angels can grow: proud and ambitious there, ftumble 
and fall in plaine heaven; adore and worſhip (and ſo damne ) 
themſelves in the abſence of all other Idols. And therefore 
trom theſe experiments 'twould be no boaſt or hyperbole to 
atirme , (and perhaps worth your pains to conſider it ) that 
if a profane im;p:nitent ſhould ( upon an impoſſible ſuppoiittion ) 

- ſo prefperous as to enter heaven it ſelf , it would be very far frem 
reforming or converting him; ſuch a gratifying and rewarding 
of ſinners would but confirm them in their courſe; as when 
an habituate demure adulterer', oppreſſor , or the like , gets con- 
fident of his ſalvation, with thieſe crimes unreformed about him, 
there is not an engine imaginable to fetch him off from his. 
fins, but by firſt robbing him of his affurance; he muſt be 
thrown out of his imaginary —_— before he will be 
really capable of comming thither. ?*Tis true, there will be 
there in thoſe ſacred courts: ſome good motives and attraives to 
reformation, examples of all the contrary vertues , if he were malleable 
enough to be centrolld by ſuch; the Seraphims pure divine flames of 
love , to reproach and upbraid his prefaine uncleane fires of 
luſt , and rage 3 a quiet calme ſubordination of ſaints and Angels under 
that great Theocracy , ts ſhame that petulancy of his 8 SFu©-, the 
irregularity of his rebel Iufts againſt the vis aurmggrap, the mo- 
narchy of that divine beame- within him”, the Principalities and po- 
wers , to make him bluſh and glow at thoſe vile ſervilities,and mean 
ſubmiſſions to the paultry fins, that be ſtands guilty of;,a whole volume of 
patterns of all holineſſe in every Saint, to reproach and libell his impu= 
rities : But when he hath in. himſelf that one great example; 
that lyſt andpride, the ff/thineſſe of the fleſh andſpirit can inherit 
tife, (as ſuppoſe the impenitent in heaven, and he hath this 


example. 
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leeve the Rabbins rendring of the Pfal- 
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example) he will then rather expe to be imitated himſelfe, ro 
gain Proſelzes to his delicate popular thiving hereſie, to ſet up 
a new fattion, or ſociety in heaven , all for proſperous liberty , 
then conform to that old regular ſuberdination , that prelacy or 
hierarchy of Archangels , and Gherubims, and Saints. Jn a word, 
we ſhould have, in ſuch a new ſuppoſed platform, more hope 
to bring over, and bebauch Angels, ( were they not con- 
firm'd) then fr of being diſciplin'd,or reform'd by them; 


even raiſe Lucifers expettation , that ke might return to his old 
country again, at leaſt give him more ground tor thar hope,then 
Origens charitable herefie could ever afford him ; and all this 
though impoſlible enough,yet far more probable,then for un- 
cleane Atheiſts, or hypocrites, remaining ſuch, to enter into 
the kingdome of Heaven, and then begin to reforme,when they 
are entred. 
Thar divinity that'firſt enſtatesimpenitents in pardon, and 
ſo in blifle; and then will have them mend by way of gratitude, 
ſuppoſes a degree of piety and generofity in thoſe impenitents , 
thac nothing but a thorow converſicn can plant in them. He that: 
havig a fal ſegraceleſs debter to d:ale withall, will-firſt abſo- - 
lately cancell his bond, and then expeCt that paymeat from 
grani:ude, -which law and Sergeants could not -extort from - 
him, . ſhall be allowed to be of Ephraims mind, that the Sun- 
beams may diſſolve that ſtone, that the hammer could nor. 
The Platoniſts and the Papifts have been a little more ratio» 
nall in ordering their fancies, placing their imaginary Furgatory - 
in their way to Heaven, not at the journies end: and ,it you —_ 
it , they are not Purgatory ſtreams, but flames which-they dream 
of, a caldarium , or ſcalding bath , or furnace , to fetch out, and 
buriup droſſe, not a flowrie Elyſtan field or Paradiſe,onely to upbraid it. 
I ſhall make challenge to your memories and experiences , 
Did you ever ſee any man flatter d and gratified out of his ſing , by - 
the encreaſe, and amiableneſſe of his temptations? And yet it is cer- 
taine, that profþeiity, and eaſe, .and peace, abound more with 
theſe then any other ſtate, Acrioribus ſtimulis animum explorants 
in Tacit, andas he; felicitate corrumpimur ; 10 becauſe they have - 
no changes, —_— they feare not God, could David ſay, their un- 
interrupted felicities furſt madeAtheiſts of chemzlc is likely thas - 
I 3. a: 


62 Eyanxarm's Complaint. Snnkm. Til 
a few more houres of thoſe joyes would returne them 
-Saints? 5: 

The Hermits indeed in Theodoſius the youngers time , left 

their ſolitude, and came to ſtudy Perfeftion in the Kings Pa« 
Jace: :but ſare*twzs, becauſe they were { or elfe conceived 
themſelyes to be) advanced and arrived already to a ſpirituall 
height, to a full pancratick habit , fit for combats and wreſt- 
lings, and fo came out to praftice in theſe Agones, that is, not 
becauſe there were conceived to be lefſe, but more temptations: 
And yct even for ſuch, 1 ſhould notbe over-forward to cem- 
mend the defigne. Without queſtion , the till privacie had 
been the prudent courſe. For ſo Licetus, that tells us of ſome. 
Lamps which under ground continued light for ſixteen han- 
dred yeares, concludes his obſervation, that as ſoon as ever 
they were brought forth into open aire, they went out ina- 
mediately. And I need not tell you, how many zealous 
burning, or faire-ſhining Votaries the world hath had , 
whoſe impriſon'd, retir'd , cloyſter'd, Piety hath done ſo 
to0. 

Anddo not think that 'tis an appetite to other mens poſſeſſi- 
ons, or an inſidiouspraifing of a loſt treaſure , that ſo they 
that have taken it up may return it again, if I tell you that , 
which tis not theſe times have taught me, that affluence, and 
abundance of riches, of caſe, cf even Peace it (elfe, is generally 
no ſafe commodity 3 there is not one of a hundred, but is leſſe 
Chriſtian for it. Feſhurun waxed fat, began to thrive in the 
faire paſture, and, it followes, he kicked preſently. And 
'tis Ariſtotles Maxim, TaA3TQ- vberginds wore Riches make men in- 
ſolent and intolerable. Nay we have mention of the next 4 
xbegr # Duvdyera? peer, Efther 16.2.and of ferre fortunam in Ho- 
race, Tis a weight that many are not able to move under, the ta- 
lents of gold arethe ſaddeſt lJading, ready to finke old Charons 
boate in Lucian, Tis ſure that very bunch in the Camels back 
that made it ſo hard for him to enter that ſtrait paſſage : And 
unlefſeyou have ſome confidence, and ſome experience of your 
extraordinary gifts, or faculty , of conquering the temptati- 
ons of wealth and reſt particularly , of taking out the ſting, 
and tecth, that are peculiar to thatSerpentzthe exatt $111 = al- 
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laying this quick-filver, beleeve me that peice ofancient ad-, 


vice would be no unſafe counſel] ro many of us, when riches- 
encreaſe', . inſtead of ſetting the heart on them, not ſo much as to 
lead them an eare, to be deafe to the knocks of riches, when 
they are moſt importunateat the door. All the joyes, and 

high taſts, that they can helpe you to, being not able to re- 
quite you for the damning fin of one inſolence, one luxury, 
one impiety, nay for the paines , that not only Petrarch,but 

Ariſiotle , the. Heathen, as well as Chriſtian Moraliſt tels you: 
it will coſt the rich or idle man, to reſiſt thoſe temptations, 

much lefle to repaire the wound ofa wafted conſcience, that 
the courting of wealth, when tis ſhy or coy, the 25ae2% navray, 

the reſolving to become rich, or continue ſo, doth conſtantly 
coſt us. 

This is the moſt perfe@ earneſt in the world,never was there 
Chriſtian of any extraordinary-proficiency , but was reſolv'd 
ot it asofa principle, and therefore put it into his prayers, 
not onely under the Petition againſt leading into temptati:n, but 
interpreted his daily bread, to that ſenſe, + Thixdgy £0ignu? 
dHeubCorre, that which is moſt agreeable to every of our condi- 
tione,the neither poverty , nor riches, with. Solomon, but the panem 
dimenft nytri that which is juſt even to the wants or cravings of 
a —__ appetite, which is the only wholſome diet in the 
worl > OY 

Andas this hath ſufficiently demonſtrated the dofrine , ſo: 
will it prove the moſt advantageous riſe for Uleand Applica- 
tion .and the concluſion ofthe whole matter. And that is in the 
Prophet Micah's phraſe,to ſhew thee O man what is goad,good to: 
thee as thou art a man,in al thy capacities,to put thee upon a 
proje&,give theea patent and mgopoly of tae greateſt treaſure,, 
and riches of the world, a ſecret that the worldling hath not 
known;ftor had he known it,he would never havediſquitedthe 
neighbourhood for ſuch a warme prize, ſnatcht juſt out of the 
mint,ſuch a ſingeing weight of gold that will ſo ſoon fire its 


pafſage,and fliefrom himagain.And it is that treaſure of Chriſt 


thall I ſay ? nay, of Epicurws's Philoſophy, (as for want of his 
owne writings the Greek Scholiafts on Ariſtotle are faine to tell 
us.) Inthe one, the yaaurdr g.amieszer ms y vans xgmdoyun, the. 


calme: 
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calme untroubled conſtitution of mind, that all the x ifs, the 
preſent or poſſible tempeſts of this world ( which are all ex- 
trinſecal}, perfe&ly-extrinſecall -toa Chriſtian ) have not in 
their power to afflit or diſquiet, to put out of that magnani- 
mous -pace of equable conftant piety : In the other that not 
effe& or fruit of faith, but faith it ſelf, x Fob. 4. inigs rm, 
Faith the viftory and triumph over the world, uſing it asa tame con- 
guer'd captive creature., contemning and defying it, and 
againſtall our tempters vindicating and maintaining that title 
of ours, which the blaud of Chriſt help'd to purchaſe for us, 
that of ſuperiority & conqueſt over the world. Not only that 
of contentment with a little, a tame privative contentment , 
(which yer the Spaniard-thinks firto make rivall with Jz- 
piter,enough,when'tis attain 'd on earth;to get away al the love 
and value from heaven)but ofpreferring the conveniences and 
advantages of that little, ( nay that admicably valuable condi- 
tion of the nothingatall ) the quiet and dignity of bein 
fed immediatly from Gods own hand , of being a ſpeciall 
part of his ſolicitude nay of rejoycing in tribulations, the 
glorifyingand magnifying God in that behalf beyond all o- 
thers, and ſo beingas in a ftate' of aſcendency ſtil, ( a yet 
more glorious condition :) that of being under Gods mana- 
gery anddiſcipline , apart not only of his retinue , but his 
$ki]l, a piece of his craft and workmanſhip, hewed avd ſqua- 
red and carved by thoſe keen ſharp inftruments of his, to be- 
come ſo many «ydauare Ow, incarnate ſtatues of his divinity ; 
And Ibeſeech you to tell me, is thisa formidable condition?is 
not that of the proſperous Atheiſt far more formidable ? 'Tell 
meas men, as Chriſtians , and not only as cattel of the herd , 
look but ux on it with choſe eyes, that hope one day to b:holdthe 
face of G1, (and he that hath this hope , muſt purifie himſelf) and 
pronounce if there be any thing in the ſmitten Ephraims fate , 
belide Ephraims fins, that may diſcompoſe, or terrific a fer= 
vant of ſuch a maſter, muchleſſe driveus into tempeſts and 
rages of teare, with oathes, and curſes , and damning of our 
ſelves, that we know not that Chrift that would lead us, or 
bring us into this condition ; A condition, (look it never ſo 


ſadly) which (believe me, orbelieve. your Saviour upon his 
Mount, 
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"Mount, his Pulpit, or but believe your own ſoules , when 
ever you cometo trie it) ſhal prove a mine of comfort to you, 
even-in this life,the true fountain,from whence the old 1ſoymxo?, 
theyoluptuous, or pleaſurable, drew but drops or lappings, 
butwill yecld the illuminate Chriſtian full ſtreams of all the 
reall-joy,and Epicuriſm in the world. 

Which as it ſhall be the ſumme of my preſent addrefſe to you, 
ſo of my prayers to God for ever for you,that he that knowes 
beſt how to chooſe for us, will not ſuffer us to doe it for our 
ſelves, . wil anſwer the neceſſities of our health , and not the 
importunittes of our appetites, that he will take onr Souls 
part againſt our enemy Fleſh, and not our bodies,our eſtates , 
our Satans againſt our ſoules, will teach us that patience, and 
that joy,that tranquillity, and that ſerenity , that cour- 
rage, and that Anthem of his three Martyr-children ,that we 
may fing alſo in the midft of flames, denudate us of all, 
when that may fit us for our prizes , preſcribe us any the 
ſcorchingſt Fornace here, which ſhal prove moſt inftramentall 
to our preſent Reformation, and future blifſe, to our life of 
obedience here, and of glory hereafter: Which God of his inſt- 
nitemercy grant us all;tor his Son Jeſus Chriſt his ſake , to 
whom with the Father,&c. : 
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MarTTH. }. 2. 
Repent. for the Kingdome of Heaven is at hand. 


8s, Wo difficulties there are in theſe few words; 
what is meant by the Kingdome of heaven-, and: 
| what. by Repentance', and then one plain matter 
'$ =. of Pra&icall- Divinity that reſults trom the 
lf union ofthem. The difficulties muft be explai- 
| ned, orelfſe the Dofrine will not be come by :. the Earth re- 
moved,ere the Oare be ſprang ; the vail be.rent, and tlien- the- 
Oracte will appear. | 

The former; what is the importance of the Kingdome of. heaven, 
as being more diſputable, I ſhall propoſemore civilly,. and 
tenderly , and unconcernedly, as willing to give an Example 
ef that:mcekneſſe, and that charity, that in matters of Opini- 
ON: 
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 on-will keep a Chriſtian trom noiſe or quarrell, but the latter 
being more praicall, ro which your eternal weal is more 
cloſely conſequent , (a little miſtake in repentance being like 
the1oo apinin a Watch, theaQtions and Motions of 
the whole lite,even the facceſs ofevery temporall enterprize or 
hope depending on it) you muſt give me leave to be more dog- 
maticall, to aftirme conkdend y , andif need be; contend and 
quarrell you out of ſuch errors.To begia with the firſt Difh- 


culty. 

The Kingdame of beaven in this place, I conceive to havea pe- 
culiar criticall ſenſe, different from what belongs to it in 
many other places; and to fignifie the deſtruQion of the Jews, 
that remarkable vaſt mwoxcdie, or finall ſubverſion of thar 
Church and State, wherein the power , andſ\o kingdome of 
Chriſt was moſt iUuſtriouſly viſible againſt his perſecutors;and 
if you muſt have thereaſons of my conceit, Iwill give you a 
taſte of them. 1. The parallel uſe of the phraſe in ſome other 
places; Not to trouble you with many. In the 11 Luke,where 
our Saviour having mentioned the beginnings of ſorrawes , 
apx2s ofiroy odeginniggs of their throwes of travaile, and pro- 
luſions of this ſo bloudy day , ( Feruſalem encompaſt with Ar- 
mies, and the prodigies that ſhould be obſervable about 
that time, the fſignes in the Sun and Moon, &c. ver. 25. 

arallel to the relations in Hepeſippus, and Foſephws, and predi- 
ions in Feel, The Sun ſhall be turn'd int darknefſe, and the Moon, 
&c.) he then concludes in the words of this Text , When 


ye ſee theſe things come to paſſe, know ye, that the Kinydane of God is 
igh t band. 


A ſecond Argument you may take from the Preacher , the 
Baptiſt, whoſe office it was to warn the Jews of this deſtru- 
&ion, as you may ſee, Mal. 1. Behold , 1 will ſead you Eliah the 
Prophet , 1. e. John 5 a prophecying, before the comming of 
the great and dreadfull day of the Lord, and be ſhall turn the hearts of 
Fathers , &c. dire&ly the Sermon of Repentance, Converſion 
in Text , left 1 come aud ſmite the earth , (iv yin $UNTÞ 
;.e. in the Scripture phraſe , peculiarly ' the Lord of Ju- 
dea ) with a curſe, the-cleare interpretation of this King 


dome. Ea, ; 
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A third Argument you may have from the conſequetns in 
this Text , where the Bapriſt ſaith it over again to the Pha- 
riſces in other words, the pinugsa wy» the Wrath" ready to 
come , and the axe fridto the root of the trees : and fo it ſeems 
this kingdome was a heavy ſhnghtering hewing King- 
dome. 

And fo indeed the propriety of the word will bear, (which 
will ſerve for a fourth Argument) there being two notions of 
a Kingdome ;, the one; as it ſignifes raigning,the other as executing 
judgrrent ; the firſt ruling , ſecond coercing or puniſhing the firſt the 
golden ſcepter, the fecond the iron rod, that J14w0x@r ©, royall 
Offer of God, being #xMnG 5 3yIy, Rom. 13.an avenger or execu- 
tioner for puniſkment; and for the matter in hand the caſe is moſt 
clear, Chriſt was never ſo demonſtrably a Kingzas in that roy- 
all aft of revenge upon his Crucifiers , then was his ſtandard ſec 
np, his enlignedifplayed , the ſigne of the Son of man appearing in 


Heaven , and they ſhall ſee the Son of man coming in the clouds of 


Heaven with power and great glory, Mat. 24.30. Once more,there 
is but one interpretation of this kingdome 4 Heaven that can pre- 
tend againft that which we have now given you, and that is, 
that it ſhould ſignife the preaching of the Goſpell, which at 
Fohn B:ptifts Sermon was not yet preſent, but iy ſme, was at 
hand :; but how could that be the thing meant , when Chriſt 
himifeltC who was this King, and his preaching , this king- 
dome) doth {ti]l conrinne the ſame ſtile *Mar. 4.17. Feſus began 
topreach and ſay, Repent,for the kingdome of heaven is at hand”; the 0= 
they kingdome was already come in Feſus preaching , but till 
this kingdome is t6 come , yet future, though 'twere. at hand. Yea, 
and when the Apoſiles were ſentont a preaching, which ſure was 
the preſence of that kingdome , the ſame ſtile was till continued 
by them, Lake 10.9. 9. iyſmer ig” vas, the kingdome. of God is 
at hand #por you , and' then immediately to give the inter- 
pretation of that kingdome', they ſhake off the' duſt againſt 
them , a direfull ceremony , and it ſtall be more tolerable 
in.that. day for Sodome' then for that City, verſe. 12. the de- 
ftraftion that Sodome metwith, was more ſupportable then 
this. + | 6 

Lwill now flatter my ſelf that IT have given you ſomehints 


(and 
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( and*tis in kindneſſe tomy auditory that I doe no-more ) to 
acknowledge it not improbable, thar the kingdome of heaven 
may have peculiar ſeparate /notion in this. and ſome other 
few places, from that which it ordinarily ſignifies , and 
ſo denote the fatall finall day to the Jewes, and that will give 
our Baptiſt a preacher of repentance, juſt as Jonas and Nogh were, 
Gods economy the ſame, andthe ſtile , bur little changed , g,, ; ; 
[ Repent, for within 120 yeares the world ſhall be drown'dJ] * © 
was the ſumme of Noah's - Sermon, | Repent, for within 40 daies 
Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed | was Fonah's Sermon, and | Repent , for 
the Kingdome of God is at hand | within the- compaſle of this gene- 
ration ſhall Feruſlem be deſtroyed, was the Baptiſts, the Chriſts, 
the Aprſiles Sremon. And ſo: I have done with, my firſt difti- 
culty. BT Ware > e115 50-22 

The ſecond will not detain or importune you ſo long;what 
is here meant by Repent :*tis in a word,the amending of our lives, 
that werevore 7 vexpas teſwy,” Heb. 6.1. repentance not for , but 
from dead works , the giving over the fins of the former life. The. 
Verſtcles before our Confeſſion in the front of our Liturgy: 
have direfted and have authorized this interpretation. , A- 
mend your lives, &c. and all other Languages agree in this Di-. 
vinity » wervore in Greek, a change of mind, RRavoT) in He-. 
brew,returning or converſion, Reſtpiſcentia in Latine, a returne. 
to our wits again, and Reformation-or amendment. of lives in 
Engliſh. : -2itiorett 04 34 CTY wit 

Having thus paſt through the' rougher part of your task of 
patience, ſeen what is moſt probably meant by the approach- 
ing kingdome of heaven , and what undoubtedly by: Repen-: 
tance, (the firft of which hath brought home the Text very 
neere theprefent condition of this Kingdome , Bleſſed: Lord 
that the latter might bring us home Proſelytes unto'the Text ) 
there is but one ſyllable left behind to-exerciſe you, and that 
is the [ For ]betwixt this Kingdane and this Repentance., and 
the importance of it comprehends theſe two things : 1. That 
Repentance is the only proper uſe of ſuch direfull denunciati- 
ons, Tis the only defigne of Gods threats to extort Repentance- 
from us , the os Baptift that denounces the approach of 
the bloudy flaughtering ——_— z. requires Reyaninpae. 
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of his Auditory; Repent, for the kingdome of heaven is at hand. 
2+ That Repentance is —_ way of averting that that is 
now at hand, and will otherwiſe undoubtedly invade them , 
Repent, for it is at hand. | 
You ſeethe double aſpe& of the | uemvrocin, Repent: | one 

upon the [ Sara, the Kingdome; | the other upon the [ 372144, 
it is at hand: ] thedouble propriety of this grace, firſt, as the 
Liſe of the Doftrine, ſecondly, as the meanes to avert the judg- 
ment; To anſwer Gods importunity, and to deprecate his 
wrath: A duty of juſtice to him, and of prudence to our 
ſelves: An Aphoriſme of Divinity and policy too, they will 
both come feaſonably to our wants: we had need to make: 
. | better uſe of the impendency of Gods judgements, then God 
knowes hitherto we have made, and we had need to find out 

ſome ſtronger Antidote,ſome more approv'd aasEn{ewy, then 
hicherto we have taken, the Baptiſts | For] will be inſtrumen- 

tall to you for each of them.I begin*icſt with the firſt, that Re- 

pentanceisthe onely proper uſe of ſuch direfull denuncia- 

tions. | : 
And that TI muſt infer thorow theſe two ſteps, or degrees : 

x. Thatno other uſe is ſufficient, but Repentance ; and then 
thatno Repentance is ſafficient but rhe wire, the change , 

which is here defined. 

1 .No other aſe ſufficient but Repentance. 

To paſſe by thoſe ſo frequent,but abominable uſes which are 
made of theſe preſent calamities 3 In one, a ſupine ſtupidity , 
a conſtant wretchleſneſle , an intermitting all the duties of our 
callings till thetimes$ bebetter , and ſo making it impoſſible 
without a ſecond Miracle , that Peace ſhould prove peace, i. e. 
bring proſperiey after it; In a ſecond , therelieving his me- 
lancholy thoughts with a cup of Lethe, a fleeping pill ofgood- 
fellowſhip, calling to the Ocean to drown, when the Hils will 
not be ſo kindas to fall upon him : like Sal, ſending to the 
Minſtrell when the evill ſpirit came upon him ; or like his ſe- 
cond addrefle , that to the Witch, ( for ſuch is the cup wherein 
he divineth ) to charm the judgement that is my to invade 
him : In a third, the multiplying of fins as faſt as God 
multiplies judgements,. like the Elephants by the bloud = 
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the Malberies in the Macchabees', the more enraged in our 
Yeu 34a, our fightings againſt God, by the bloudineſſe of the 


ſpe&acle before us, advancing even to profaneneſs and Athe- 


ime; like the Emperor that in ſtead of reforming or trembling , 


would thunder back againſt Jupiter ; all which, Fcannor compare 
better then to the efſedf of the farmar plague in Thueydider, that 
ſaith he, wus peſtilentiall to-their ſoules as well as bodies, made them 
SnpeaSe8; & eyetes, ſwept away civility and humanity as well as men, 
left nothing but ferity and ſavageneſſe among them; To omit theſe, 
(which ſure are no ſufficient uſe , none of that xays Peary, 
ſerving the time, which can be miſtaken for xe, ſerving the 

Lord) many other uſes there are, with which Men are willing | 
to content themſelves , many inferiour vulgar graces the De» 
vill can allow us tobe __ by theſe cakamities , if by that: 
means he may _ s off from this one grand accetiary of 
repentance: when the Whale approaches the Ship, "tis the Ma-- 
riners ſtrategem to throw him out a Barrel or two to ſport 
with,to keep him from that nobler game he came for, the 
tolling and drowning the Ship. Whem Xerxes was in danger in 
the tempeſt, Herodotus tels us of his Nobles,T&gowninlag Girmd'8y. 
654 Serdverenthey made their obeyſance and leapt over-boord to- ſave the: 
Princes life : and ſo when the Le:i#harn in. the. text, a+ de-- 
vouring denunciation makes  toward- us , that natus 

rally delights im that \charitable- cruelty the toſſing and' 
drowning the finner-part of the man and 'ftate,. woynding: 
the Veſſel thorow the ribs, ſhip-wracking the affe&ions, 

the luſts, the raigning ſin, the heatlien- prince, the DeyiP 
in ie. (thatgrand important work,that joy-of ſuch: Angels, or 
meſſengers of Heaven, that (to them ſodelighefull) game- gf 
repentance) ſome lower *meaner' Veſſels:we have to caſt our: xg/ 
5s foe inferior contents to: ſacrifice , ſome Nobles to leape- 
over-boord, ſome very: vertues and graces we can have our: 


 greatpilotSatis leave to retribute to theſe ſtorms;theſe denun-- 


ciations,ſo the body ofraigning ſin may be kept unſhiprack'd,. 
ſo that fatal' workeof repentance may not be required: oftus-. 
One or two not unconſiderable graces: theſe times-may.al+- 
ready have wrought'in the moſt of us; In: one man perh p* 
OA» 


eontempt of theworld, having by our p ———— 
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-much of the contemptibleneſſeof it, and by the worlds con- 
temning and affronting of us, had provocations to all returus 


of contumely and revenge on a vilainous world; and he that up- 
On ſuch unworthy uſage, ſuch barbarous reproachfull incen- 


ſing behaviour, can but holdup a ſlight quarrel with this pe- 
d in ther 


tulant enemy, charge it with ſome unkindnefle, an 


.petbreak off that ftri& league of friend{hip , vow never to 


love the unkind treacherous falſe world ſo well againe,per- 
ſwades himſelf he hath made a moſt excellent ſan&ifieduſe of 
theſe times. I confefſe I am glad to ſee ſuch quarrels,glad that 
any thing can allay that ns U 

calls it , that furyof love and doting on our earthen Gods, glad 
that they that have been ſo long tormented in their own Gal- 
lies, ſuocalculo danmati ad metalla,by their owne tyrannicall co- 
vetous minds condemn'd to: that old: Roman puniſhment, « 
digging and hewing in the Minerals forever, areby the bounty -of 
of theſe ill times returned from their thraldome;their captivity 
before their yeare of Jubilee, expelPd from theſe gallies, ba- 
niſh'd out ofthis inquiſition, glad that the worlds forfaking 
of us can work any degree of cure on our fits of ſpleen, our 
hypochondriack paſſions to the world, *tis poſſible that the 
man thus diſpofleſt of his old familiar may at length have 
hoſpitable thoughts for 'ſome noble gueſts , that the 
11] uſage from the Harlot may bring the ſpouſe into favour a- 
gaine , that the ſent of the i! Mafter that we have drudg'd un- 
der ſo long, may make us ſeeke out ſome more gainfull ſer» 
vice,that the unprofperoufnes ofthe arme of fleſh, the ſeverall 
filings of the ſecond cauſes which we have idolized ſo often, 
the many deluſions and i ſaccefſes we:meet with in' the 


"World, may make ſome forfake tho/e Arheifticall colours,and | 


bring in Proſelytes to Heaven , and ſo: this contempt of the 
world may be a piece of procmiall ys an uſher or Bap- 
rift to repentance; but till it be thus improv'd and built; upon, 
till this excellent piece of Philoſophy be, as Clemens ſaith of 
the Pagan Schoole, Trav phrn Hit Kees, baptiz'd by that Baptiſt, 
chriftianiz'd by the addition of repentance, till the thorns thar 
are now in the fleſh, enter to the pricking and wounding 
of the heart, to the letting outall worldly truſts, and aiery 
: | | opes 


paſſion , that aubepariz, as Iſidor 
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hopes out of it , till he that is:fallen'out with this world, 


and his Xgyptian Maſter there , come' with -me in the 


Goſpell, unto Chriſt in -queſt 'after the bleſſed heavenly 
maſter ,- running , and kneeling ; and acking, Good maſter what 
ſhalt T doe to get my portion in anqther world? and purſue 
Chriſts dire&ions to the. utmoſt in that defigne; that contem- 
ner of the word muſt ſtill know, he hathrnot yet taken outthe 
Baptiſts copie, not made ſuch uſe of the doftrine of the rod, as 
is expeCted from him, he is not yet advanced fo far as to Fohns 
baptiſme, to that | & baiſs xerarbs] the ſo much as almoſt a Chriſti-, 
an,which the Baptiſt could have made him. O then let him go on to 
Thy perfe&ion of the Text, , not fatisfie himſelf with that .uſe 
of it. | | 
In another perhaps the complexion of the times have had a 
yet nobler influence, inſpired him with a perte& valour, an 
athletick habic of ſoul, a contempe of life it ſelf, brought him 
to a dreadleſſe approach of that ſupreme terrour, and that not 
onely the martiall man , whoſe calling is to (beard that Lyon , 
but even the ſoft Courtier, who had inbibed no ſuch bold ? a; + 
ples; *tis now no newes to heare death kindly treated. We 
can think of death as of a preferment, of the grave as one of 
the greateſt dignigies in the Church , and not only inaawv, 
but wayeitey, bleſſe this enemy, ( when we havenot ſo much 
meeknefſe or charity for any other ) count: them happieſt 
and blefſed'ſt that come earlieſt to it, Each diſcontented Fonah 
hatch his [ «ke Theſeech thee my life from me | the whole Kingdome 
is become wilderneſfe, a many prickly Juniper trees ſcatter'd 
every where in that wilderneſſe, and an Eliah fate downe un- 
_ der every one of thoſe Juniper trees, ,| a ſighing out his requeſt 
for himſelf, that he may die; It is enough now O Lord , take away my. 
life ] andI fee this paſſeth with ſome fora fpeciall piety, and 
mortification; which, let me tell you,confider'd aright, is an 
att ofthe ſulleneſt Atheiſme, a felonious intent againſt them- 
ſelves, which becauſe ( like Sau!) they are too cowardly to 
execute with their own hands,God wal Gopply the Armour- 
bearers place, be calF'd in to doe it for them : But I am. 
not ſo uncharitable to think that all- our thoughts of 
kindnefſe to death are the I of ſuch black mens 
Co ds: nn | choly 
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" choly vapours, "tis; 1 hope, in ſome an obedience to Plato's pre- 


cept 5 'the, TURIN Ire» the. endeavouring. to. ve 
ones. ſelfe. comely - in, whatever.- fortune ,. a. Chriſtian 
ſabmiflion to Gods wilt in either of the 4:5 wits, which wa 


ſoever the arconomy of providence.diſpoſe. us, erenah tics - 
to death it: felf, no hatred gr ſatiety of Fife, but an. indiffe- 
rence to either lot, the aps yung = weare. commanded ; 
to bate our Parents, not with an abſolute, but comparative- 
hatred, (the denotion of the Hebrew tg23) onlyThufing the 


reſt, preferring the dormitory, the being aſleep in Chriſt, in 
paradife with Chrift, rather then to be in-thofe uncafie po-, 


ſtures, laborious marches thar an hiff on earth provides for us; 


and then I ſhall commend your righteous judgment, but yet 


ſill not- flatter you, that this isa ſufhcient uſe of this Baptiſts - 


Sermon , of the: preſent impendency of Gods puniſbments : Thou . 
may'ſt not ky by: comgene, Wa Wiſh to die, po with Chriſt, 
which..isfar better , more defireabje- even to the. carnall man, 
nioft gladly exchange. the torments of a brickle lite, for the 
joyes of an- eternity, and yet. not have depoſited the lyfts and 
baſeneſſes of this nauſeated life, the former is but an-a& of the. 
judicative faculty, a concluſion that ſuch premifes once con-- 
fidered cannot chuſe but - extort from. us, nova 5s other isan 
aft of the will; which is not ſo eaſity brought to perform its 
duty, to mortife the fleſh with: the affeftions and. luſts,. the - 
. worke of repentance ttere required of us: and I beſeech.you, let 
rs not be too confident. that-we heve performed our taske, 


| though we could refolve to be content, yay glad to die with 


Chriſt, (for fo you know Peter could doe; anddeny and bla 
pheme him after ic ): unkeſſe we have that fecond martyr- 


. "dome ( thar Cyprian, or ſomebody in' his diſguiſe, hath 


writ a Booke of) that vitall' martyrdome of our exem- 
plary- Saintly penitent lives to improve and conſummate 
rother : and ſo fi} we are not got fo far as repentance, we re- - 
quire- more ftorms.,, more thunder-bolts, . mare. rouzing 
6m va *: more preſſing calamities yet te@ drive..us this 
ther. 6453 R$ "8M 
A third fort may have arrived to a third and greater degree 
of proficiency yet inthe ſchoole of judgements, toa reſolution 


and - 
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. and prattice of patience under Gods hand, how heavy ſoever it 
prove, and yet letme-tell you, come ſhort of repentarice ſtill ; 
tor,,. I beleech you obſerve, there is a double ' ſubmiſſion 
 unto- God, to his will, and to his wiſdome, that to his 
will revea['d, as well as ferret, reveal'd for the daties;, ſecret 
for the ſufferings ofthis life; the firſt in an Give, the ſecond 
in a paſſive obedience to. Heaven. The ſubmitting to Gods wil! ih 
ſuffering what he layes upon us, (the utmoſt degree of pati- 
ence that the moſt of us attaine to,and when we have done that, 
 thinke our ſelves Chanpians and Martyrs of the firſt magnitude 
is but a very moderate degree of Chriftiari fortune , that whic 
-Chriſt needed not have aſcended to the Croſſe to preach unto 
us, 4 man muſtbe a kind of mad Atheiſt to come ſhort of that, 
:for what is it but Atheiſmie to think it poſſible to refift his will, 
and what but madnefſle to attempt ic? *'Tis that higher Philoſo- 
hy of ſubmictingto his wiſdome, the acknowledging God the 
ſt chuſer for xs, the ſtripes which he ſends far fitter for our turgg 
then all the boons wepray for ; his denyingof our demands , the 
 divineſt way of granting them, and in a word, the refolving that 
what ever is, is beſt, whatſoever be bath done , beſt to be done, 
whatſoever permitted, beſt to bepermitted ( x 5y ave: Def 2dye 
Lndlaz, that very fury, and madneſſe of earth »' and hell, is a piece of 
zods aconomy)) whatſoever is revealed to be his will by its coming 
topaſſe among ws, (though the AGors in that. tragedy ſhall pay 
dearly for it) yet better and moredefireable and eligible tor 
us; thenall friends and patron guardians'in heaven and earth; 
'yaand ourown ſouls could have contrived and choſen for us; 
The good Hezekiabs | Good is the word of the Lord which he hath 
Poken| when it denounced deſtruftion to his whole family, old 
Nahums ID) VDN even this for good to the heavieſt news that 
ever c me, ſo oft repeated, that we find him in Elias Levita , 
firnamed -Gamzo, even this, the firms adherence to the truth of 
that Apoſtolicall aphoriſme, that al/things tend to good to ther 
that love God, from tribulation through ſeven degrees to firord 
or death it ſelf, and the forming all our lives by the plaſtick virene 
of this one Article ; This: fubmifſion, I ſay, zo his wiſdhmne 
ſuperadded to that other to' bj will) -and that atrended with 
xs naturall conſequent, @ rejoingin tribulation, is the _ 
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Gods rodmuſt teach us, yea and ſubmiſſion 'in adjons, as well as 
' ſufferings, to his precepts, as well asto his decrees, doing cheerfully, 
as well as patiently enduring his will , or elſe' we are 1} bur pt= 
nies in Saiht Pauls Academy, but triflers in the ſchool of the 
Croſſe of Cirift. FS 
Once more, denunciations of Gads wrath may ſet us a praying 
oftener then we were wont before , make us afſiduous and 1m- 
portunate. in thatduty ; The tempeſt in Tenab may caſt the her- 
then Mariners upon their knees,crying man every unto his God , and 
yet for want of the cleane hands to fpread forth toward Heaven , 
of the new ſoule to exhale and breathe forth thoſe prayers, the live- . 
licſt of thoſe flames , like all thoſe, which our earthly fire 
brings forth, faint and extinguiſh long before they come to 
to that region of purity. -'T was the blind mans'divinity, now 
we know that God heareth,not finners, a principle of blind nature 
and Hierecles a Philoſopher deſcants excellently npon it, 
The lacrifice of fuch unreform'd fools, is but mogs Teapi, but a feaſt 
for the fire to prey on,their offerings to the Temple i2ysVnog jagnyie, 
a prize for the ſacrilegious to ſeize on, the wiſe-man is the only prieſt; "the 
only friend of God, pov ids w3/Eanx, the only man' that knows how 
to pray, offring up himſelf for a ſacrifice , hewing his lower loule into 
an image, his upper into a temple of his deity. 1 might ſhew you 
ſome more of theſe inferionr uſes, imperfect ſudden motions, 
that theſe ;fudgments. may: have forced from us: and ſo {till 
like Chyniicks in the purſuit of the Philoſophers ſtone, we meet 
with many handſome. experiments bythe way,pleaſe our ſelves 
in our journey, though never attain to our journies end : 
Theſe ſad times and this forced ſtncy and contemplation of 
Godin his judgements may have caſt us upon ſome conſide- 
rable Chriftian virtues, and yetnot advanced us within: any 
ken of that great tranſcendent treaſure, to which 211 the ignz 
and the ſulpher , the fire and the brimfione of his judgements, 
that vaſt cxpence of thander-bolts, to the emptying of 
his axrmoury was delign'd. Repentance is a higher pitch" then 
any or all of theſe, and it is only repentance is the proper 
uſe ofthis ſad dofriue, and not atl' kinds that paſſe under 
that title neither, and that muſt be ſhewed you in our next 
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And firſt, the repentance we Su is 10> ſorrow. whether 


for miſery; or for ſm; For miſery, that ſluce which lets .ong 


fuch rivers of tears, which get away all the cuſtome-from godly 


ſorrow 'or humiluation.Such ſorrow as this ,is admirably deſcribed 
by God,Hoſ.7.1 4. and call'd aſſembling themſelves for cornefaſting 


and praying, only upon the loſle aud tor the recovering of 
worldly plenty, and this, it ſeems, very reconcilable with 
all che impiety in the world, for it followes | and they rebell a= 
gainſt me.] Nor bare ſorrow for ſin neither, that which ſome 
men call repentance , and by ſo doing have fill'd Hell with 
none but Penitents, for I am confident there is not an unhapp 
creature there which hath nor both theſe parts. of ſorrow, beck 
for his-mifery , and forhis fall, that betray'd him to.it; Had 
he not, hell where not half ſo much hell as tis, two of the ſo- 
reſt Formenters would be miſling, the ſenſe of the flames, and 
the gnawing of the worme,the one extorting the teares,the other 
the pnaſhing of the teeth. 76, | 

Nor ſecondly , humiliation. alone, though that were a 
great rarity to' be found among us, forthough that might 
prevaile to avert or deferre ſecular calamities from a 
Kingdome, as it did from Ahab, ( and therefore our Satan 


that accuſer this Nation day and night before God , will * 
not allow us this common grace; After all our ſufferings 


the whole Nation, God knows, is as unhumbled as ever 
yet will not a bare humiliation under Gods rod be accep- 
ted for a ſufficient return, when repentance and change is 
calFd for. 

No nor thirdly , the ſudden paſſionate nations toward tefor- 
mation , the ſhooting up of the ſeed inthe ſtony ground,many 
ſach- weak falſe conceptions there are in the world, and an 
£xpurts, or ſpeedy abortion, the common fate of them all , like 
the Goates in the Philoſopher, that give milke when they are 
ftung, but never elfe : When he ſlew them, they ſought him;and tur- 
ned them early and enquired after Gd ; Every one of theſe is but 


© a poor imperfe& payment of that great arreare, that Gods ter- 


rours and imminent. judgements are come , like the vmpimic, in 
the Goſpel, to arreſt us for, and iftwe do not preſently make 
our peace With our adverſary, by rendering him that only tend 
Ns. L3 tributes, 


Tonn Bayr1s'r's Warning. 'Suxa71V; 


' tribute, the ſincere , impartiall, . uniforme obedience of our whole 
age to come, and counting the. time paſt of our» liver ſufficient 
. to have-wrought the will of the: Gentiles , give our ſelvesup- aa 
. \early and voluntary ſacrifice to Chriſt , firſt to be ſlaine before - him, 
then oghe forth (like Antinows in- Homer, AMX' © wp nd\n ttire 
3 4i18O- vile auhlor, there lies the-fin, laid out -a ſpotted Corps , 
that hath- brought all the miſery upon us ) and then offered up upor 
bis Altars , ſo many devoted -mortified new: creaturers that - have the 
addition of fire. to that of aire and water in the mixture, the 
atirve, wital!, .as well as the ſighing , weeping Ppenitentiaries , 
- ( the imitation of the ſacrifices of old, xgv9% neeret mera, 
gold powr'd about the hornes of the ſacrifice ) not only the. Oxe 
or beſtiall part ſlain, but righteonſneſſe and: mercy 10 the poore 
.uſed as the ceremenies of breaking off our fins, of ſhying that 
;facrifice, ( as inthe primitive times no *Penitent was re-admitied 
to the Church, ' without «yadlepyia!, or alnes-deeds, and for him 
that was in the Church there was yet no comming to. the ' S4- 
crament without an Offertory |) ' then ſtill aſter all this 
paſlionate-variety hath Gods meſſage not yet had audience 
from us,& til God may be heard by us,there is ſmall hope that 
-we ſhall ever be heardby God; for repentance is not onely the 
'onely uſe of the denunciation, but 'withall, the onely pre- 
Fervative or phylaGtery, the onely way of averting the judgment 
which is now- at hand; my laſt particular , Repent , for itis at 
; band. ; 

And here I ſhall be able but onely to draw youa ſcheme of 
-whar I had defign'd you, a rudedraught of dead lines,and nog 
-yentureto importune -your patience with a Colez@nors, but 

onely tell you that I had purpofed, 

I. To explain to you -that myſtery of Scripture, the 
diftribution .of Gods judgements into reverſible and irrever« 
1ble. 

F And-2. to give you the mark or charaCter in Scripture 
diſcriminating the one from the other , the reverſible under 
:Geds word only the | Niniveh ſhall be deſtroyed | and yet :Niniveb 
repents, and'Niniveh is not deſtroyed: the irreverſible under Gods 
. Oath alſo, Though theſe three men were in it, Noah, Daniel, and Fob , 
.#5.Tlive, ſaith the Lord they ſball deliver neither ſons nor daughters, &c. 


3. The 
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' 3. The: commonneſſe and frequency of the imotion, of- 
the wvexxoni, or profici of one of' theſe ftates-into the 
other, - the change that. ſome addition of judgments, ' and: 
yeares,- and fins, and intercalary mercics make in 
Gods decrees , ' their improvement- into mmeerftl Thus 
it is very poſſible, that: upon-the-firſt breaking our of 
theſe judgements upon this Land, the _— of this 
rouzing Sermon, the fateand tate of this Kingdome mighe 
be a reverſible mutable ftate, like the Soules of Men in 
Maximus - Tyrins , eug1o@nriohuer & ou are, Int a pendulous 
middle poftiire ; But fince the prodigious unkindly working 
of theſe medicinall infliftions; as of the dirrer- water 'in the 
triall of jealoufie , making the thigh to rot, and the belly to ſwell; 
ſince to all the fins that before we had borrowed from our 
| Neighbours, we have added ſo many more-from the fiends- 

and furies, to the rifling- and impoveriſhing ;/ as-ie: were, of 
Hel ic felt; fince thoſe Armies of high wnclaumeſſe,of- lier; of + 
crafts , ofmultiplied Oather, a ſtrange diſcordant grating har-- 
mony in the eares of God,of ferrilepionsrapines and profanations, 
of-- (I beſeech -you ſave me the pains of confeffing them for - 
yon)th at fin might be execeding finfull;and deſtrudion excee-- 
ding deftruftive , and ( after ſome-intermiſſion'of judgments, 
burnone of provocations) ſincea dove-like embleme of peace 
hath been hovering over ous heads; but not- permitred to reſt 
upon us, diſclaim'd and driven out of our region, as a” 
Vultur or Screech-owle, the moſt ominous hated enemy ;' 
fince the concurrence of all theſe, I ſay , "tis alſo as poili-- 
ble we may © be now-'improv'd and 'advanc'd/to our full: 
meaſure. SST | L 
Bat then 4/7- T ſhonld have ſhew'd you alſo the mdifſ- 
cernableneſſe ( to the eye of man ) "of the difference of theſe diſtant- 
ſtates , till' God by his jroncons ſentence have made the ſepara- 
tion; (wehave not ſuch skill in palmeftry as to interpret 


the lines and ftrokes inGods hand, which hath been long upon. 
us; nor in fqmptoms, 'as to judge whether ail 19g7a dies 
whether itbe infallibly mortal} or no) and from thence the 
poſſibility yetzthat it may not be too late for us to returne and lives”, 
to ſet Godacopie ofrepenting: but then . 


s:Till } 


Ioun Barr1sr's Warning. 
5. Till this bedone, every minute we breath, we ſuck 
our poyſon, we run upon all the ſpears and. cannons in 
| the world, nay if God ſhould heare us. before we haye 
| anſwered him , if mercy ſhould interpoſe before repen-. 
{ LY > - 
| tance, and reformation made us capable of it , that very 
mercy were to be deprecated as the greateſt judgement in the 
world, a kind of hell of deſertion, a | why ſhould you be 
fmitten any more ? ] a not vouchſating us the _medicinall 
ſtripes , a delivering us up to our ſelves, as to the fata]l'ſt 
revengefull'ſt enemies, the moſt mercileſſe , bloudieſt exe- 
cutioners; God may ſpare us in wrath , relieveusin fury , 
give Us a treacherous ſetlement , a palliate peace, ( the 
ddeſt preſage and forerunner imaginable ) . and ſuch it 
$ ſure to be, if the ſurface of the fleſh be heal'd before the 
baIG- xgrHics the depth ofthe wound in the heart be ſearch'd 
and mollified, if God repent before we repent; and againſt ſuch 
. mercies we have more reaſon to pray , then againſt all the 
-vevry , and inteſtine flames, all the Tophits > and Purgato- 
ries, and hels, that the fury of Men or Devils can kindle 
within our coaſts: the ſame motive that made Saint Baſi/ 
call for his feaver again, to wit, if the recovering ot his 
health were the rolex ting of his pride, may move us 
to pray for the continuance of this State-feaver , till our 
impenitent hearts be humbled. I will make you my Con- 
feflors, till this Kingdome be really and viſibly the better 
for ſtripes, I cannot without ſome regrets, ſome feares of 
uncharitablenefle pray abſolutely for peace for it. Lord 
purge us, Lrrd cleanſe us with thy ſharp infuſtons , .cure and 
heale our Souls by theſe Cauſticks of thine, and then thou may'ſt 
ſpare that charge , poure in thy wine and thine oyle, in ſtead of 
them 3 But til -then , Domine nolumus indulgentiam hanc , 
Eord we are affraid of thy indulgence , we are undone if thou 
be too mercifull, we tremble to think of our condition, if 
thou ſhould'ſt give over thy cure too early , if thou ſhould'f 
teare off our plaiſters and our fleſh together , reſtore our 
flouriſhing -before thou haſt humbled and. .chang'd - our 
ſouls. | 
Oy | 
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. . -Thave.done wich my laſt particular alſo. 

| Pleaſe you now but to ſpell theſe Elements together , 
:the fad threats of a diretul Kingdome, the but one word 
-between us, and that; only Repentance, to ſantifie it © to 
. us, and ayert it from us, the Baptiſt miraculouſly born 
-to preach 'itito them, and the ſame voice now crying in 
-the Wilderneſs to*this Nation , -in the midſt of a whole 
Africk, of monſters, a deſert of wilder 'men; andifthis 
Raven ſent out of the Arke, the place of -Gods reſt in 
Heaven , thus long hovering over this Earth of ears (go- 


| *Ingto andfro, only on this errand to ſee whether the wa- 


ters be dryed up-from'off the Earth , whether: the deluge 
of ſin be abated.) may:nor yet be allow'd ſome reſt for the 
ſoale of her foot ; It at the hecls of -that, 'the dove-like 
* Spirit moving once more upon the Waters, 'may not find 
one Olive lcafe among us to: carry” back ,*in:token that we 
are content to hear ofiPeace, to be friends 'with Ged; -If 
having:Foſes and ſo many Prophets, therod of the one ſo 
Tong . on our ſhoulders, and the thunder of the other in 
our ears, We cannot yet be' brought this-dayito heare this 
voige ,_ this #oy} xetv0n, this: clamorous importunate voice, 
Repent or periſh 'irreverſbly, I muſt then divert with that 
other Prophet, 'with an | -O altar, -altar heare the word 
of the Lord ,] becauſe Jeroboam's heart was harder then that, 
wich-an [ O-Earth, earth, earth, | with a | Heare O Heaven, 
and hearken O Earth, | flie:to the deafeſt creatures in the 
world, becauſe 1 can have no better auditors. In this caſe 
preaching is the moſt uncharitable thing, apt _ to improve 
our ruine,like breath when it meets with fire,only to incresſe 
our flames: there is nothing left tolerably ſeaſonable, but our 
prayers; that our hearts being the only whole creatures inthe 
Kingdome, may at laſt be broken alſo,that by his powerfull, 
.controlling,convincing Spirit, the proud Atheiſtical ſpiric 
- that raigns among Us, may at laſtbe humbled eo 'the duſt ; 
that in the ruine of the Kingdome of Satan , his pride, his 
ſorceries, his rebellions, may be-erefted the humble heavenly 
kingdome of our Chrift, that meckneſle, that lowlineſſe, 
that purity , 'that mercitulneſſe, that peaceableneſſe, thac 
M power 


Joun.Bayrrisr's Warning. Sun. 


power of the Goſpel-ſpirit , that we may be a Nation of 
Chriſtians firſt, and then of Saints; that having taken up 
the cloze :of the: Angels antheme, Good will towards men, . 
we may. paſſe through peace- on Earth, and aſcend to that. 
Glory to' God on high, and with all that celeftiall Quire a- 


ſcribe to him the. Glory , the, Honour , the. Power, the- 
Praiſe, &Fc. | 
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Gen.31.beg.of v.13. 
T am the God of Bethel, 


See ſtory of Gods oppor to Jac:h at Luz, 
Vo Gen. 28. is ſo known a paſlage, ſo remarkable 
even to Children, by that memorative Topick, 
'the Ladder and the Angels , that I ſhall not nced 
aſſiſt your .nzemories , but onely tell you., that 
that paſſage at large , that viſion and the conſequents of it, 
from the 12 verſe of the 28 to theend of the chapter, is the 
' particular foundation of the words of this Text , and the 
riſe which I am' obliged :to take in. the handling of them. 
That” bard pills which the benighted Facob had Hoſen for 
kimfelfe in Liz, (and became ſo memorable to him by the 
viſtos afforded him there.) he. anointed, and Chriſtined , as it 
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God tu the God of BxTH BL, B\&MsY c- 


were , named it anew, on-thar occaſion, into Bethel;the houſe, 
or reſidence of God, conſecrated it into a Templey, ſolemmi#: 
2'd that conſecration, endow'd that: Temple with a vaw:iand + 
reſolution of all the Minchabs, and Nedabab's, a&s: of obes: 
dience , and free-will-offerings, duty and piety imaginable; - 
and the whole_buſinefſe was ſo pleaſurable, and. accept 


able.to God; Gods appearing to him, and his retuens to | 


God; that in thewords of my Text, ( twenty years after 
that.paſſage) God. puts him in..mind of what there paſsd, 
and deſires to be no otherwiſe. acknowledg'd by him, then as 


he there appeared., and. revealed himlelte., I am the Ged of : 


Bethel, &C. 

For the clear underſtanding of which, it will be neceſſary 
to recolle&*the chief remarkable paſſages that are recorded * 
in that ſtory , and ſcem to be principally referr'dto here, 
and then ſhall be able to give you the ſurvey , and thefulk 
dimenſions of Bethel , the adequate importance” of this 
Text: - : ; 

And.the paſſages are-more generally bur three. 

1- Gods fgnall pramiſes of mercy and bounty ts Ja- - 


cob, emblematically - reſembled by the Ladder from Earth to + 


Heaven , God. ſtanding on the top of that, and the Angels 
buſte on their attcndance ,, - aſcending -and deſcending 
on it 3 and then in plain words the embleme inter- - 
preted, the hiereglyphick explained, ». 13, 14, 15. T: 
am-:the Lord God of Abrahtm thy father , and the Ged of Iſaac; 
the land 'whereon thou licſt , to thee will I give it, &e- Aid 
thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the earth, &c. And behold ( there 
is,.the tignall promiſe I-told you of, that belongs to every 
Pilgrim Patriacch; every toſs d itinerant ſervant , and fayou- 
rite of Heaven-)' that carries the fimplicicy , and piety of 
Faccb along with him, thonghht be far the preſent, in thar 
uther title of his, the poor Syrian ready to periſh) behold. 
T.am with thee, and will keepe thee in , all places, whither. 
thou goeſt , and will bring thee aggine into. this Land, for T will 
not _ . thee -untill I have done that whith IT have fpoken te: 
Khee of. nt 


The ſecond paſſage is, Facobs conſecrating of this place - 
Q ; 
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God is the God of BuxTun:. 3 
obGods ce,anointing the PHlar,andnaming;it Bethe?, 
i» the x8, I9. verſes. | . we ; 
- Thethicd and laftis, Facvbs vow unto God en condition of + 
chat his bleſſing him, verſe 20. And Facob vowed a wow-, flying , 

If God will he with me, and will keep me in this way that Tpoe 
and will give me bread to eatgland rayment toput on; ſo that I come + 
to wakes bouſe -in peace , then ſhall the Lord be my God, and © 
this ſtone -which T 'have .ſet for a: pillar, ſpall. be Gods houſe , and © 
of all that : thou . ſhalt give me, FE will ſurely give the tenth unto. 


Theſe be: three principall - paſſages in that-ſto 

eſe are tbe: t prin in that- 
and in relation to each: of theſe » Fam new- blinds - 
handle the words , and conſequently; to. divide-them not 
into perth, but conſiderations, and--ſo-look- on them as + 
they ſtand; 

| Firſt, In relation to Gods promiſe, there made, and ſo: 1. God. 
3s the God of Bethel. | 

Secondly, In relation to this dreadfull, this conſecrated place, - 
as Bethel fignifies the reſidence, the houſe of God; and ſo 2!!- God 
is:the God of Bethel.. 

-Thirdly , In-:rclation to Facrhs vow there made , and ſor 
37; and eſpecially and. moſt eminently , God is the God 
of Bethel, as it followes in the verſe , Tam the God. of Bethel , 
where thou. aminted'ſt- a pillar >. and wowedſt - a vow mn 
to me. 

Ibegin firſtwith'the firſt of theſe, The relation of the words: 
words to*Gods appearing, and makingpromiſe to Facob,. ſo- 
ego Dexs Bethelis , God is the God of Bethel. | 

And in that 'ficſt view you will have tender of three -ſeve- 
rals,I will give you them as they riſe. , 

I. That God. takes 4 great deule of delight in making ; 
and recounting of "promiſes made” to his' Children ; the - a4 | 
omnipotent Donour: of all the treaſures of the world, is 
better--pleaſed to behold. himſelfe our Debtor: then (our 
Prince, triumphs more : inzhis punAuall fidelity , then. his 
{uperabundant mercy: toward us; he: that loves us paſ- 
fronately, that once put himſelfe itito a dropping ſweat int - 
a.mecr agoſly. of. lave , pour'd: out; his heart-bloudin' that - 

, M 3 A paſlion,.: ) 
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' his Chapman ro be: And 


paMbon”, ' that: delights: to: doe* us good; -joying: more: in; 
diſpenſing fayours, and obligations , then any: mart living 
In receiving them-, doth yet moſt effeftively: rejoyce and 
triumph in ſeeing himſelfe engaged and ——_—— z in; 
being faithfull and juſt- (which relates to'his performing' 
his engagements; . that which by promiſe--be-hath bond, 
himſelfe to do, and ſo becomes his righteouſnefle, andhis. 


Payment of dues) then in the honour of being-unlimi-, 


tedly free to. poure out afts of all mercy and-unexpeed, 
bounty.,. matters of abſolute choice whether -he-will doe; 
them 'or+no 5 In thevery' ſtory of which. this: Textiis a 
part, God certainly might have enriched Jacob by whac. 
means he pleaſed, condufted him home to his Country 


upon that one ſcore of his free mercy, (as well as hemay ; 


bring his choſen to Heayen  meerly by afts of free grace). 
bur you ſeethe- chuſes to 'do-iton that other ſtile , as be: is 
the God of. Bethel, that ever fince the mutuall. compa&t_ 
berwixt him and 'Facob there, hath ſtood obliged to this 
pore. Syrian, muſt deny himſelfe, if he be not conſtant to 


. Jacob: thus Deut. 7.9. The Lord thy God he is God,and the . 


onely attribute that there -he-proclaimes him' in, _ is that 
of the faithfull God; the faithfull, ' and that farther infiſted 
on, which keepeth Covenant and Mercy ; firſt Covenant , and 


- then Mercy; and ſo-Tſa.49. 7. Becauſe of the Lord that is faithfull: 


and how many times is this ſtile repeated in the New Teſta. 


-ment , ' God 'is Faithfull, who” will not ſuffer you" to be tempted above 


what you are able; and, God is faithfull which will not forget your - 
labour of lvve, &c. is as exa& and pun&uall in performing 


-Covenants, as ftri&ly accurate in fulfilling of bargains, as 


the moſt covetous ary. gong earth would require 

the reaſon. or defign of this method 

of Heaven , the aime of this:oxconomy; ts preſently diſcerni- 
ble alſo. rf Hs 15am act ada 

Firſt, to. regulate and moderate the expeCtations and 

hopes of men, which arecapt ta. be very ſanguine ,. arid 

very-precipitious:, hoping proportionably:to Gads:power, : 


4. e.:infinitly , -unlimitedly, whatfoever onr carhall 'hearts: 


can aſpire to , ito have. fins pardon'd before they are _—_ 
LES: *o 1 7 | | tified, 


San Y. Tadis the God of Ba TH EL. 


rified, 19 ze. God 'without' any kind of purtfying 5 Where- 


as this God of ' Bethel! that: will be looked _ onely as - 


ſach ,*maſt be required to do no more then he. hath prog. 


miſed to do , our hopes muſt be terminared in his revela- - 


tions ofthis will ,- not whatever he-may do by his infinite 


thought good to promiſe, as-the Reforrof the. Univerſe, 


not as an abſolute irreſpe&tive Donour ; And that is ſo far - 


from - a confinement or reſtraint, that it is a mighty en- 
hancement of the mercy. His promiſes being [generally 


conditionall promiſes, and ſo exafting 'all-manner of fin« - 
cere honeſt endeavours-toward cleanſmg, reach' out to - 


us together with' the mercy+ offerd, an engagement of 


that purity and thatſanQity; which, if it may be wroughe - 
in our hearts, is far the greater: bleſſing of the two , hath 
more of divine and heavenly treaſure in it; then the refcu- - 
ing out of a 'ſullen Labans clutches, and ſo as *tis obſer» - 
ved of Pimponits-- Atticus, that by lending to the poor , . 


and requiring payment againe of the loane-at the day ap- 


pointed, he did more good then if he had abſolutely and - 


freely given 3 taught them juſtice; ' and-indaftry', ' as: well 


as reliev d their wants; (and' the two'former the far richer - 
Donatives)ſo God by this courſe of promiſes,” conditionall ' 
promiſes, conditionall liberality, gives us duty and piety alſo + 
into the bargain, all manner of obligations to it; and ſo is a . 


thorow-Paraclet, anexhorter and comforter both, puts Facob 


in mind of . his vow'd neceſſary obedience, by the menti- - 
on of the promiſes made' in Bethel: - and that is one prime © 


_ of this method, of Gods magnifying:bimſelfe in this re 
ation. | 


A-ſecond ' ( benefic at leaſt to us; and conſequently ) - 


aime'in' God there is, to teach us\by this-copie , diſcipline 
as by this example, that we take care to allow God our 
proportionab'e returnes, to be as-juſt with God , as ptin- 
Quually - faithfall in all onr promiſes to hin1, 'as forward 
ro-put'God in mind of what we have” obliged: our” ſelves 
to' perform to him, as he by prochiming ' himfelfe. here 


the God.of the promiſts: in Bethel; and'in ſo-many other pla- - 
CK | | | ces : 


free * = ad and 'grace, but 'whar:he'in wiſdome: hath 


—_— 


T0 


God is the God of Burnet, San y 


ces the God of Abraham, 4. e. that. God that made ſo many 
promiſes to Alrabam,Cin which all the people of the:worls 
.are concern'd Yhath-done unto us. This were an admirable 
Jefſon from hence: to be tranſcribed.into hearts, to have our 
frequent ſet (weekly or: monthly” ) audits with.God,to-tell 


' him freely how much we are in his debx,not onely to recounc 


thoſe deſperate arrears, the fins committed. for -which we 


come now for pardon , tbut eſpecially the «obligations 


enter'd, which we might-fet our ſelves bodily.to perform, 


moſt freely and cheerfully commemorating before. him, .nort 


onely the 91a? mgpgryſericu, & ingpt voyuor, the divine admoniti- 
ons, and holy laws: whiſper'd inarticulately in our hearts., 


| which the Heathen Porphyrie tells of, the obligations that lie 


Apes us as men and creatures, and muſt be diſcharg'd by us, 
if ever we aſpire to the dignity of Chriſtians or Saints, 
Tea Is; arlperer Evav, Tire Viv, we muſt approve our ſelves 
Men firſt, and then Chriſtians, live a reaſonable, before we - 
are.ever-capable of the Angelicall life , (firſt, that which is 
naturall; and after, that which is .ftirituall) but alſo the 
promiſes , . and,engagements of an higher indenture, thoſe 
of the Chriftian,. either that one ſtanding obligation entred - 
at the font , which muſt be refolv'd to have a cloſe infly- 
ence upon every minute of the a eafter,or moreover all the 
many penitentiall reſolutions, all the occafionall quarrels 
againſt fin, the indignations and vow'd revenges on thoſe 
beautefeux that have ſo diſturb'd our peace. with Heaven.: 
Would we but ſpend our time in this recounting and dif- 
charging of promiſes and obligations , pay God his plain 
dues of obedience , that which we are moſt ftri&ly :bound 
to by thelaw of Chriſt, and for which our own hands are 


' fo many times preduceable againſt us, we ſhould not need 


much to take up our thoughts with the pride, or-confidence 
of our free-will oblations , the boaſts of our charities, and 
almes towards Heaven ; he that would.but conſider that. to 
be faithfull (as in God towards men , ſo in man toward - 
God ) fignifies not ſo much to believe the promiſes. of 
others, as to: performe our owne, that the Faith by whi 
the juſt doe live, conſiſts if the paying of our _ as 
L it, 
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(Chriſt, as. well as' depending on his bloed, or -promiſe 
for ſalvation, would .endeavour to recover Chri ianity > - 
and Faith -to a better reputation 'in -the world , then now 
-ordinacily ſeems.to belong to it, would live more juſtly, and 
more Chriſtianly then the doth. And let that ſerve for the 
ficſt pare of your proſpeft, che firſt obſervable in the firft 
view. 
- "The ſecond thing from this title of Gods, as it refers to 
his promiſes of mercy to Facoh, made in 'Bethe!, and re- 
ted now at his departure from Laban, is this, That 
God would have us conſider the bleſſings we enjoy, and obſerve 
particularly bw , and whence they deſcend to us. This is 
the dire end of thisviſion to Facob, verſe 11, 12. Lift up now 
thine eyes and ſee, All the rams, &c. The thriving of that ſtra- 
tagem of Facobs, -the invention of the peeledrods, whereby he 
was grown ſo rich, Chap. 30.in deſpite of Labans malice, God 
will have ponderingly confider'd, and imputed asan a& of 
bis ſpeciall interpoſition, or providence, partly in juſtice, 
that the covetous Laban ſhould not too much oppreſſe him, 
{IT have ſeen all that Laban oth unto thee ] partly to make 
g0od his promiſe at Bethe! , made then, and now moſt par- 
ticularly perform'd, ITamthe God of Bethel. And believe it , 
there isnota duty more neceflary and yet more negligently 
orm'd, more fruitfull, and nutritive of piety, and yet 
more wretchleſly defpiſed, and intermicted then this ; this 
of obſerving this Ladder from Heaven to Earth,of beholding all the 
goed things that we lawfully enjoy, deſcending in an Angels hand , 
and that fill'd ( 4s the pitcher out of the well, or as Aarons Sons 
hands from_ his Father at the entring on the high Priefts sffice) from 
the hand of God ſtanding on the top of the Ladder. He that wonld 
thus critically examine his eſtate upon interrogatories , put 
every part of it upon the rack, and torture, to confefſe with- 
out any diſguiſe,. from- whence it came , whether down the 


| ladder from Heaven, or up out of the deep, (tor there ix ſeems 
'by.the Poets, Pluto or riches hath a refidence alſo ) -by what 
--means it was convey'd, by whoſe direfions ittravail'd into 


that and what the endof its coming is , :and fo learn 
tas F be | N os | 1 
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 thegen ealogy) as it. were, ofall his wealth; would certain- 


. ly acknowledge that. he were fall'n _—_ a moſt profitable * 


enquiry, Far belide thar hewould find out: all the H]-pgorten- 
treaſure , (that Gold of Tholowsthat: is: ſo ſure to helpe melt- 
all thereft; thatwhich is gotten-by ſacriledge,by oppreflion, 
by extortian, and ſo take timely advice to purge his Jaw-- 
fall- interitance from ſuch noiſome unwholſome acquifiti-- 
ans, and thrivethe better torever, after the taking ſo ne-- 
ceflary a purgation ) he will, I ſay , over and above, ſee- 
the originall of. al{his-wealth, all that-is worthy to be called- 
ſuch, either immediately or mediately from God; immediate- 
ly, without-any cooperation of ours, as that which is left 
us by inheritance from honeſt Parents, (our fortunesand our 
Chriftianity together; ) mediately , as-that- which our 
lawtul labour , our planting and watering hath brought down. 
upon us wholly from Gods wpToPpreia, or ewidiz, bys-profpering. 
or giving of encreaſe':. And when we have once thus diſcern'd- 
the peculiarity of our tenure, only that of alldiumnot from 
any dv * Ars, but from God, (as the Lawyers have derived” 
that word) all that we have held in: capite-from Heaven : As 
this will be the ſweetning of our wealth to us, giveita flayor 
or an: high taft, whenſoever we feed on it, more Joy in one 
wel-gotten morſell ( the feſtival” of a good conſcience ) then all* 
rhe Twal; or wer, the portions, fetcht from the bloudy pol--- 
taced Heathen idoll Altars ever would afford ns, ſo will it 
cnflame- our ſouls toward ſo. royall a benefaftor, teach us 
piety from our felds and coffers, (as even Ariſtotle can talke 
of his evr-ye prabbe@, that rich men will love God, if for nothing - 
elſe, yet- becauſe he hath” dine them- good turns ; and Hippocrates , 
that though the poor did generally murmure., and complain, yet the - 
wealthy would be offering ſacrifice Y yea and infpire our whole 


lives with an: aftive.vitall gratitude, by the uſe of this- 


wealth'to demonſtrate; and acknowledge, whence . we have 
have received it, by refauding and imploying it not on 
our wayes , our own- humours, our own vanities, but as - 
that which' God hath'convey'd into our hands, as into an-: 
Ecclefiaſtick treaſury or Grban; a ſtore-houſe: of Gods, 
whence all his poor family is to be vituall'd; that which 
__ God! 
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-mark'd out for charitable, pious,7. e: heavenly uſes, as that 
"which, by thebounty of men is intruſted to- ns particalarly 
:for thoſe ends, and every rich man as direltly and properly 
'a Steward. of Gods, to tced his houſhold, when they wane 


" Its and as ftciftly reſponlible for this Stewardſhip as ever 


the armies & xlmrices were, the auxiliary Governments, 


the Deacons in the antiene Church, oxdain'dby the Apoſtles 


for that charitable Miniſtery. You remember the 7 wa rxgm, 
:the poore mans tything among the Jewes every yeare,and till thar 
was paid in:Deut. 26. 12.and given to the Levite, the firanger, the 
fatherleſſe, and the widow , that they may eate within thy -yates 
.and. be filled, their eftates are to be counted+* profane and 
-unhallowed, no Tooking for a blefling from Gods holy 
habitation, . verſe 15. He that ſacrifices all ro his vwne 
defires, be they in the eye of the world never fo blame- 
lefle and juſtifiable, to his owne belly , his owne back , 
nay his owne bowels, (as his own good nature, and nor 
"Chriſtian charity ſuggeſts to himY he that hath nor a 
a month Abid, a green ſtalk, a firſt fruits for Heaven , an 
[effuſion of bounty , 'to conſecrate , and bleſſe all that is 
kept for his owne neceſſities, is either very unkind, or ve 
radent, either ſces not from whence he hath receiv'd, 


im 
2nd that is Atheifticall ftupidicy , or elſe never thinks of 


ſecuring his ' tenure by the payment of his homage, of 
making ſo much as re to this God, whoſe pro- 
vidence hath ſo wholly enrich'd him, the God of this Bethe? 
in the Text, andthatis the unthriftieft piece of ingrati- 
tude, the wildeſt and moft ircationall ik-husbandry in the 


world. | | 
The third and Taft obferyable in the firſt view , ip or« 
der to' the promiſes of Bethe!, is this, that our pra a and 
to a. 


Quare promiſes , to bring downe his bleſſings upon 
y parallel to 


| Us: In Bethe! there were afoending Angels, 


which muſt. be thofe- two - ars ' or | Nuntio's 
( i.e. Angels) of every. honeſt Chriſtian heart, before any 
meſſages. from: God z.. any deſcending Angels are to be 
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_ expetted. thence; and as-it. was then typified there ; fo 
. God ever loves and appoint sto have ir- ſtill, I am the God” 
| of Bethel: aud therefore whatever we want of. either out- 
ward. or- inward. accomplifhments , ſecular , or ſptritualt- 

d ſucceſſes, proſferities of Kingdomes, or of' ſoules, 
would we. but. look: critically into our felves, we-ſhould- 
goe neer to 'find imputable to the want-in us of 'one or 
both theſe aſcending Angels, either that thie things we 
would have, we dare not. juſtthe-the yet. Hy expeAing 


them from God; becauſe they are ſuch only as we defire 
to ſpend- ow our luſts., and then we. have not becauſe we- 
ark, amiſſe, or ee weare ſo, overhafty in purſuit 'of them, 
that we utterly forger the dependence, and -waiting up- 
on God, the | ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord. Þ 
If he be not; ready with his Auxiliaries- on our firſt -call; 
deliverance: ſhaH come in- ſome other way-, the Witch: 
muſt prevent, and ſupply the Samuels place, the firſt' crea-. 
ture that. will-look a little kindly upon us, ſhall get away 
all the. applications from Heaven , ( as ſome Countries, 
| whatſoeyer: they chanced to ſee firſt every morning, they 
P ſolemnly worfhip'd all the day after )- the-moſt atery ap- 
pearances-of relief- from the improbableſt' coaſt' ſhalÞ*be- 
able to attra& our hopes and truſts, and unbottome us- 

utterly--from God, as Socrates is brought in by the Co- 
modian with his [6 Honbr' aep,] a making his addrefſes-. 

to the aire, or clouds, when: he had turn'd ont alt other- 

worſhips-out of his heart; the thing that makes a world- 

ling ſuch a piteous creature, ſuch a meteor, in Chriſts', 

ſuch an unſtable wave of the Sea, in- Saint Fames's fiile, 

tols'd perpetually betwixt ebbs and flotes of hopes (ever 

without the-afloctation of any wind: to drive him ) while 
the onely poore patient waiting Chriſtian that hath' ſent- 
- out, his. good pexius- on his meſſage: up: the ladder, and' 
waits contentedly-and calmely for kis returne again, is the- 
onely fixed. far in- this lower firmament. his feet tandfaſtbe - 
the: pavement; never fo (lippery ,. be Lelieveth in the Lord. That- 
Qrpheas that in- his life-time had made his applications to as- 
wany; Godzas therebe dayesin the yeare  (aridthence _ 
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. . + T y > . ; - r: gs. &. 
- PR $ d W, Fs . 4 97; B85. bY SOBER Ez ie Fe £ ES 
> * —Y : REES os 1 5 ETFS LE LET RET 
” {+ j9Y MA ET = "F 9, Me #7 ep 4 3-7 2 , % , 
; = : ane © ih ; Ie *-- 1 Edt ae Bo 47 = ed ae. Ei SPY _ » 
- « 
* ( o ——_——— =_ - PLN Jo 
be on L Y - _— L FE s 4 I 3 - 
. . 4 - . Oc —_— F 
-* - + I b : 9 hd 
e . . us af d \. Ie L < ] 4 a 
* - _ - " by 
= 
, . - 


ESE Gee a tO NES Bop, . a , y 
% 7. T3" 3-5 I HT Co Ent ok ee SL Eng 
OS RG. ib 
1 
” 


PRE a BY 
ln” 


0205 TIONS, | (0) A at de Re ae ab te Þi 
# 34 Koen py "4 x OT" 24% le _ * 
; = | _ — , _ __ 4 4 —_— ; SE EOs- Ce <P rr 8 
o & Fe £ 3-4 , p EA p EY A 
s You {\4* 46 4 


- 


—_——__ _ 


WTI - tina HY BEE YE » Sv 
OF IIS > Ae 3 IDES FED 
MN > 
4 2&4 


Px 


haps-ic-was that Mexico had ſo many Temples ) grew 1 
rr Im obſervation, and lefe-'in his Wilt bs + yebra 
that: there-was but one; *T'were well 'if we might do'ſo too, 
profit: by | his experience, deveſt our ſelves of- all our aiery 
ick dependences betimes, and roll our ſelves wholly 
upon-God, 'twere' the onely probable thriving policy in 
the world. - Ht es 2+ Co | | 
. Thave detained you too long inthe firſt Ifle of this Bethel, 
that which gives you a view of Gods promiſes there made: 
F haſten to the ſecond, the atrium interiws, to conſider God 
in relation to this dreadfull, -this conſecrated place , as Bethel 
licerally fignifies Beth E/, the. houſe, the Temple of God, 
and ſo God hath a peculiarity of: reſpe& to that ,- Tam 
= God of Bethel, in: the ſecond ſenſe, i-e. the God of © Gods 
uſe. ' bl 
7 here-were a copious theme-indeed ſhould -wetake a view: 
of the materiall Bethel;andin it obſerve, ; 40'S Deen 
E 1: The voluntary inftitution: and”: dedicatign' of 
Temples cven before the Law was given to the Jewes'(as' 
after it the 6ſxaiza, or. feaſt of dedication, being of a meer 
humane originall inſtituted , (as the feaſt of Purim , - and” 
the ſaft of the fift and /ſ@enth' moth” in- Zachary ;)- by the 
Jewes themſelves, 1. Mac. 4. - and 'not by Gods imme-- 
tiate appointment ; was yet celebrated , and conſequently - 
proved, by Chriſt, in the 10. of fobn_) and after the: 
Jewiſh Law was: laid 'alkep , -yet the building and ſerting » 
apart - of 'Synagognes / and 'Oratories ,- and Upper-rooms , 
and fince Bzſilice , and Kveraxaz, (the parallels 'of the- Bethel: 
here) the Palaces of the great King and Lord, appropriate- 
to his publick worſhip, whenever perſecution -did not” 
drive it thence. $2613 3:43 4h 
- 2: The row'ddedication andpayment of Tithes toward” 
the endowing of Betbel, 'before there was'any ſuch thing as 
Judaifme in the world, which therefore *twere ſtrange that + 
Gods ſabſequent command to the Jewes his owne people; 
ſhould make unlawfull toa Chriſtian, which otherwiſe had he-. 
not commanded: it, muſthaye becn as commendable now as” 
vo. N3; Theleg, 
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"Theſe, Lay, with divers athers;, arethe:ſo many. bran= EE 
. hes of this Second /confideration of:theſe -words,of the relation | 
of God \to-Bethe!;, But Thave not that 'unkindneſs to my. au- 
ER purſue them with ſuch .a.ſhole of .unſeafovable | 
abjefts. 7 | 
There is another Bethel;the fleſh of wan, Wherein'Godhim- | 
ſelfe was pleaſed to inhabit , 9xmv, ſaith Saint John, to pitch 
'Þis tent or Tabernacle there,to conſecrate it into a very. Tem- 
ple, our bodies are the Temples of that-HolyGhoſt, by, which-Chr if 
-was ſo long agoe conceived among. us, and thence it is 
that his eyes and his beart -gre (et ſo particularly pon 
this fleſh of ours, to:cleanfe,, and todrain, and to: ſpiri- 
.tualizc it, to-expoſtulate with us, whenever we put. it to 
any common profane uſes, as if we violated and raviſl4 
Chriſt himſel& , andforcibly joyn'd him to an Harlot, and. 
at laſt, (ifit prove-capable of fuch dignity ) to array i in aH 
holinefſe A glory , to cloth it upon with beauty and 
with. blife immortall, and: fo God is.the :God of this Bee 
:thel alfo. 
Befide this, there is yet one more inviſible houfe of God. 
wherein he delights tobe enthron'd, and by Gods own con= 
feſſion., Iſ. 66. morethen either in the Temple of his own 
building, orthe Heaven of his own exalting,even the poor 
-contemptible. [ this man] for whom no body elſe hath any 
kind looks, he that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit , .and that 
trembleth at his word; this is that lovely dreſſe that is ſo ra- 
vaſhing in Gode eyes,, that ſets out every Co into 
a Temple, the pooreſt Pezant into the conſecrated delighe 
_ of Chriſt, the moſt abje& ſtones in Luz ( once anointed 
with this grace 2 into an, awfull royall Bethel, the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight. | 
of God of great price, nwwlente, . God iscontent to be at a 
great deale of charge in the: purchaſe of it ,, to pardon the 
abſence of a great many other excellencies , which, 
-may poſhbly exalt us above meaſure, ſo he may 
acquire but this one deſired: belovedaneeknelſe, in ftcad: 
of: all. _ Let us but pofſeſſeour ſelveraf this, one jewel, the 
| meek] in oppoſition.to theproud, the[ quiet] in. oppokition: | 
L y 4 4 
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to the rragicall or rarbulent, marmuring, impatient, A- 
theiſticall ſpirit, and the God of Bethel hath a peculiar 
propriety to ns, ke that ownes, and defends his Tem-- 
| ples, 'that is the refuge of the very Sanfuary ir ſefe,. ahd 
never, &t for the pride and inſfolencies and provocations 
ofhis Church, ſaffersthe Philiſtines'to ſeife on the Arke of 
his glory , will be a refageand ſanQuary to ns, the Angels 
at:Betbel ſhall become thy guardians , the Cherubim-wings 
thy over-ſhadowing-, untill this- cempeſt, this tyranny be 
over 5a 4-9 | | | 
7 ne with the ſecond view alſo, as the Bethe! here 
is the dreadfull bouſe of God, though ir- be notthe dread of it, 
that hath made our ftay ſo ſhort there, bat _ my defire 
to haſten to my laſt, as my pan__ defign'd particular, 
as Bethel refers to Fatvbs vow theremade, as itfollows'in the 
Verie, where thou vowedſt a vow unty me, and- God hath a 
moſt particular reſpe& and relation to ſuch vows, and fo 
- the chiefthough laft place, . Ego dear Bethelis, Tam the God © 
of Bethel. | 
AVow is a bily reſohitioe; and*-ſornewhar more, thematter 
| ofhoth is the ſame, a piece of holy valour, or conrage, 
1 entring under Gods colours into a conftant defiance of all 
the temptations and affrightments, invitations and terroars- 
m nature :. Only the bare reſoktiorhath not: the formality 
ofa vow init, is not-made fo idinediately and dicetly to + 
God, with fuch a particular invocation of him, as is re-- 
quired to the formality ofa ww. Yet will not this difference 
be ſo great, bat that in all reaſon the good refolution-- 
oughe to be allow'd tistitle of pretention to Gods owning, 
(as heis the God of Beth#l) as well as the vow, i.e: the material,” 
as well as the formalbvow; God is a God of all ſuchof either - 
kind. I ſhall confider them undiſtinly ; whether reſolutions, 
or vows, they are of two ſorts either the generall neceffary * 
vow, .or reſolution, that God ſhall be zur God, as in the 22. ws 
of that 28 Chap. And Feb vowed a vow, - ſaying; If Ord «will be - 
With me, &c. then ſhall: the Lird be my God 'a' vow'd refolu- - 
| tiou.of univerfall obedience.unmto God; or. whether the mate - 
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:ter of it be particular! qualified and reſtrain'd to free-wil-; 


offerings, things that he was not. otherwiſe bound abſolutely 


. to have done, but yet were very fit matter of reſo]ution and 


vaw, eſpecially in ſuch: caſe as.this , 1f,God will keep me in this 
way that T go, and;will give me bread. to eate, andrayment to put on. 
Jo that-Tcome againe to my Fathers houſe in peace, then this flone ſhall 
be Geds houſe , and of all rate. m,n » 1will ſurely give a 
tenth to thee, a free-will-liberality this, the bulineſſe of 
this Vow. bb | | | ; 
We ſhall look upon theſe two ſeparately,and 1.0n the for- 
mer kjnd of them, and ſhew you how:Gedis the Grd of ſuch, 
theneer reſpett and cloſe relation he beareth-to them,and that 
moſt eminently. expreſt in.three particulars: -x.In. approving and. 
applauding.the making of them. -2.In profþering them when they. 
are made. 3. In looking after them as his own property. and 
goods, moſt ſeverely requiring: the payment , i the performance 
of them. 
For the firſt ſort then, the generall neceſſary reſolution or vow. , 
-that God ſhall beour God, the folemn ceremonious entring our 
ſelves into-bis- family, the giving up our eares to this new 
Maſter zo be oper'd, in-the Plalmiſts, bored, in Moſes phraſe,to 
part withthe benefit of all .Sabbaticall years or Jubilees , 
to diſclaim all defire of manumiſſion , and to become his 
vow'd ſervants forever , this is that great duty of repentance, or 


Converſion » 'or new birth, that is.the ſurame of all Chriſtianity, 


that ſpirituall Proſelytifme, -to which the-lew was wont to 
be walli'd, as the Chriſtian is baptized, and both to take upon 


them new names, new kindreds and relations, as if they had 


.entred intothe mothers wombs- againe, and come out in new fami- 
lies, new . countries , . born neither of bloud , nor of- the will of 
the fleſh, -nor of the will of man, i.e. none of the - principles .of 
this world, 3x6 xious 757%, the naturall,the carnall, nay nor 
the morallvertuous (gates we elements, but of Ged, of a 
ſupernaturall heavenly origination. 
.\ In a'word, the. cordiall renouncing of all the impure 
ſcandsJousdoubrfull, wayes .,. thati cither our ſchves, or any 
of the vitious company about us;(theLacedemonian — 
tnat 
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that God hath peraniees co be drunk and beftiall before us, 
to praftiſe all villanies in our preſence," that we mighe 
-deteſt, andabominate themthe more_) have at any-time for- 
_ -merly been guilty of : ſuch was Fobs covenant with the 
eye, hat that ſhall nor run its riotous courſes over the 
beauties , or wealth ot others : ſuch the Covenant with 
the tongue, to break it of ics cuſtomary oathes: and looſe 
. Janguage. ; 

It were infinite to number up the ſeverallbranches of theſe 
'{o neceflary reſolutions; That this God of Beth:! is the God 
of ſuch, is the thing that we are oblig'd to demonſtrate. 


And 1.-in-reſpe& of Gods approbation of fuch reſolutions as 


theſe, There is no ſuch ſnare, or artifice of-taking,and obli- 
ging God to us, as our dedicating and conſecrating ourfelyes 
to God; If Solomon conſecratea Temple to God, God binds 
-himſelfe to be preſent there, to- hear, and hearken , and an- 
ſwer what prayers and ſupplications ſoever any ſinner ſhall make to- 
ward that Temple : And ſure the ſame priviledge be's 1gs to 
the animate, as well asdead Temple, to the Temple cf fleſh 
as wellas of ftone, to the anointed pillar at Luz, when that 
turnes Bethel, I mean to the ſtony heart of man when 
by the undtion of the Spirit that is mollified and fitted and 
ſquared, vow'd, and conſecrated into an habitation for 
God, when out of theſe ſtoner -a child of Abraham, the faithfull 
reſolved new creature is raiſedup; No ſuch good newes to 
Heaven as this, not onely approbation but joy in Heaven 
over one ſuch convert Prodigall ; the muticke that Pythagoras talks 
of in the Orbes, was that of the Minſtrels which our Savi- 
our mentions at the return of that Prodigall, to folemnize 
the Euge's, the paſſionate welcomes of Heaven powr'd out 
on Penitents. | 
And if you pleaſe, Ican doe more then the Pythagorean 
would —_— to, make you auditors 'of one of thoſe 
Aires; No ſooner doth the poor penitent vyotary begin to 
Godin the Pſalmiſts note, | Then faid I, LoTcome to doe thy. 
will O my God Ing and let me tell you, could you heare thote: 
words in the language that David ſang them, there we-e- 
without a figure-, rythm and OY numbers , _ 
| = | Mu 
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Maſick in them) but yournay - preſemtly heare God him- 
ſelfe anſwering in the » dw18abv, .or counterparts ecchoing 
back aVenite, one in If. Ho! every one that thirſteth, cane, 


another i the Goſpel, Chrift taking up his part in the. 


concord-, Come uns me all ye, yea and to make up the an- 
them compleat, the'third Perfon'comes in alfo,*Revel. 1. 17; 
the Bride faith, come, and after that, all the inferior Orbs are 
call'd in to bear their part in the Chorus, the Bride ſaith , 
Come, cnd let bim that heareth ſay , Come, and let him that is a 


- thirſt come, and Quicunque vult 18 the title of Hymne that they 


a}l joine in , whoſoever will thus come, (let him be fure of 
the boſpitable reception ) Let bim take the water of life freely. 
One fignall evidence we have of-Gods fpeciall approbation. 
of ſuch Vowes, in Abrahams circumciſing himfelte and po- 
ſerity; that you- know was- the folemnity of his coming 
to God ,. The ceremony -of his proſclyttfſme, rhe facra- 
ment and: feale of. his reſolute vow'd obedience punto God, 
of his -renouncing that «b8%pJ0- uSrxondwt, thoſe abomi- 


nable. Gentile' impurities, the mers xaxies, the nnnaturall 


excreſcencies of laſt, whieh the reſt ofhis idolatrous Coun« 
try-men. had Jong been guilty of, and which brought that 


fire and brimftone from heaven before his eyes npon fome_. 


of them. Abraham it feems reſolv'd and vow'd againſt thoſe 
heathen abominations, covenanted with” Goda life of puri- 
ty, and to that. enda going ont of that polkuted Country, 


then ſeal'd this Covenant-to God,  ( as the cuſtome of the 
Eaſtern Nations was in- leagues and bargains ) feaPd-it with 


bloud; and ſee what an. obligation this proves to God, 
not onely to calt him, and account him a friend of God, 
to ſtile himſclfe by him, as hedoth here by Bethel, TI amthe 
God of Abraham , thorow the whole Book of God:, but the 


obligation goes higher upon God , it -prevailes ſo far that - 


he comes downe himſelf and affiimes fleſhon purpoſe to ſeale 
back the counterpart of that indenture to Abrahamyin bloud 


alſo, and in that, that-he is his ſhield, and. an exceeding great - 


rg#ard to all thit-ſhall bur reſemble him to the end of the 
world, in that faithtall coming, that vow'd reſolution of 
obedience to his commands. The ſhort of it is, the reſolu- 
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tions and vows if they be ſincere , not the light tranſient 
gleame ,. the fighes onely that we are fo ill, or wilhes' that 
we were - better , but the voluntar firma & rata, the rati- 
fied radicated firme purpoſe of new life , even before it 
grew. to that perietion as to bring forth the #7735 aZic5, 


the worthy , ' meet”, proportionable fruitr of ſuch change; 'are 


inſtantly accepted and rewarded by God, with pardon 
of fin; and juſtification , and fo Gd is the God of B:thel , 
hath a particular reſpe& to theſe vowes and reſoluti- 
Ons at the very making of them, and that was the firſt 
thing. | | 

 Andſoagain 2h, for the profpering them when they 
are made; He that pives bimflfe np to God, becomes by 
that a& his Papill, his Client, part of his charge and Fa- 
mily, an Orphan laidat his gates, that he is bound to pro- 
vide for , engaged by that application ( if once accepted ) 
to be his patron-gardian , as among the Romans he that 
anſwers to the *ezCer a88:,to the Clients calling him Father, 
is ſuppoſed to adopt, undertakes the prote&ion of the Here- 
dipeta , obliges himſelf to the office, and reall duty of a Fa- 
ther. And Iremember the ſtory of the Campanians that could 
not get any aide from the Romans againſta puillant Enemy; 
they ſolemnly came and deliver'd themſelves up into the 
Romans hands, by way of ſurrender, that by that policy 
they might oblige the Romans to defend them , and eſpoule 
their cauſe, with a fi noſtra tueri non wultis at veſtra defendetis, 
it you will not lend #s your help, - preſerve our region , yet 
now weare your own, you are -obliged to do it, quicquid 
paſuri ſumus, dedititii veſtri patientur, whatſoever from hence- 
forth weſuffer, it will be ſutffer'd by your Clients and 
Subje&s : and ſo certainly the reſigning our ſelves up in- 
to Gods hands, the penitent ſober reſolution of [The 
Lord ſhall be my Lord, | giving our: ſelves up not as Con- 
federates, but Subje&ts., to be ruled as well as to be 
aided by him ; no ſuch way in be world as that to en- 
gage Gods o—n_ and proſpering hand , to extort his 
care and watchtulneſſe. over us. He that comes out but 


reſoJutely into the field to fight Gods: battailes againſt the 
O2 common 
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common - Enemy , God end: the Angels of Heaven are 
ready. to turnilh, and. fortifie that. man; Reſolution it - 
ſelf,. courage but upon its owne. ſcore, is able to break 
through moſt difficulties, and the want of that is-the be- 
traying of moſt” ſoules that: come into 'Satans power 3 
but then over and above, the proſpering influence of 
Heaven , that is ſtill ready to afliſt ſuch Ghampions, the 
xpupa'es xp, Which the Lxx11. puts in into the laſt verſ. of 
the 17 of Exd. the ſecret inviſible hand, by which God 
will afſift the cordiall Foſbua, and have warre againſt 4- 
maleck, forever , fight with him, as long as Foſbua fights ; 
_ the cooperation of the ſpirit of -God with all that fer re-. 
ſolutely about ſuch evterprizes of valour, his 9vrep38" to 
our #7», this isa ſure- fountain of relief and aſſiftance - 
to ſuch reſolutions. Do but tric. God, and -your own 
ſouls in this particular for the vanquiſhing of any ſin that 
your nature. and - temper is- moſt - inclin'd to. Take but - 
the method of this Text, Come into Gods preſence, re- - 
ſolve ſadly and adviſedly in that Bethel, never to yeild to 
to that ſin-again; reſolve not onely on the end,but the means - 
alſo that are proper to lead thither , foreſee, and vow the 
ſame reſiſtance to the pleaſant bait that to the barbed hook - 
under,it, to the fair temptation that to the horcd fin it 
ſelf; and then thoſe weapons that -may be uſefull-for the re- | 
ſiſtance, the fafting and the watching that are-proper to the 
exOrcizing that kiud of devill) be ſure to carry out-into the 
fgld with thee; and in every motion: of the batcall let the 
Moſes as well as the Feſhua's hands be held up, the ſword 
of the Lord with that of Gideon, implore and importune 
that help of Gods, which hath given thee to- will 'to reſolve, 
that he will continue his interpoſition , and- give thee to 
. dee alſo, that having begun the goood worke in thee,- be will uot 
loſe the pledge, but go'onalſo' ts perfe? it 4 and- when. ever 
thou artnext tempted tothat {in , recall and remember this 
reſolution of thine, bid that- very remembrance of thine - 
ſtand by on thy guard, and, if you pleaſe, by that token 
that this day I adviſed you to doe ſo; and withall confider 
' the terptation, that itis an expreſſe come juſt- from . 
6; | | MP: ſworn . 
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ſworn enemy of ſoules, againſt which in Gods preſence the - 
firſt time thou ever cam'ft into the Church, thou didft thug: . 
vow and profefle open defiance, and hoftility , that this diſ-' 
guiſed fiend ſhakes a chain in Hell, be his addrefſe to thee 
| never (p formall, and is now come-on pu_ to ſupplant: 
or ſurpriſe thy conſtancy , to ſee whether thou confidereſt 
thy reputation with God or no,whether thou makeſt ſcruple 
of breaking vowes: and reſolutions; and then in ftead of 
treating with that-fin, cry out to God to defend thee againſt 
it, either to give ſtrength, or remove the temptation , and 
| deale honeſtly and ſincerely with thine owne ſoul,betray not 
thbſe helps that God thus gives thee-in this exigence , and” 
then come and tell me how it hath prov'd with thee. - In' the- 
mean, till thou haſt made this experiment, be not too que-- 
rulous of thine own weakneſlſe, or the irrefiſtiblenefſe of fin 
Believe it, a few ſuch ſober trials and prattifings upon an- 
ger, luſt, and the like, and the benefit that would infallibly - 
redound from thence, might bring the ancient Church order - 
of Epiſcopall Confirmation.into faſhion and : credit again  : 
which had it but its due ingredients and advantages reſtored: 
to it, (every ſingle Chriftian come to years of knowledpe , - 
and temptations, in- the preſence of God, and Angels, and: 
fellow Chriſtians, repeating that vow in his own name,which-* 
was made by his Proxies at the Font, and the bleſfings of - 
Heaven powerfully called down by thoſe who have a title to 
the promiſe of being thus heard) as it would by the way fully: 
fatisfic all the- pretenfions-and arguments of the Anabaptiſt, - 
ſo would it alſo be a more probable effefuall reftraint for fin; 
then thoſe, which have ſo ſolemnly deceied,or but formally - 
praiſed that inftitutio;have taken-care to affordus in itsſtead.' 
But then thirdly, God is a God of reſolutions, to exattper-+ 
formance of them ; the paulrring_Trifler in this kind hath all 
 thevengeanceof the. Gadof Beth:1 belonging to him, all char 
e:taines to the ſacrilegious prefaner of that Temple which 
imſelf had conſecrated, the cenſure and reward not only of 
_ the impious, but the fools, Eccleſ. 5. 4. When thou voweſt, defer. 
not. to pay, God hath nu pleaſure in fools, and Prov, 20. 25. Itzr4 


ſnare - 
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ſaare to a man to devour that whiz is boly, to prophane that heart, 
which is once conſecrated to God, and after vower to make en- 
guiry. Todoubt of the performing,to falter in the execution 
of what is thus ſolemnly reſolv'din'Gods fervice. is the fetch- 
Ing the ſacrifice from  & Altar, and is ſure to bring thg coale 
of fire along with it, the perfeCteſt treachery toa ſoule, that 
any ſacrilegious enterprize can-deſigne it. And yet God knows 
how many ſuch fools therebe in the world , that ſolemnly 
reſolve themſelves to his ſervice, come to the Font to make, 
to the Table of the Lord to repeat theſe vows, and all their 
lives after do but bufie themſelves to wipe off the water of 
one, vomit up, diſgorge the other ,'bequeath themſelvesto 
Heaven in the preſence of Angels, and then repent of the tact, 
and labour all their lives long-to retrive and recover them- 
ſelves backe againe; and the Apoſtle hath given thoſe men 
their doome:1t had been ſure better for them not to have knowne the way 
of righteouſneſſe , *never to have raiſed .an expettation in 
Heaven, that they meant any kindneſle to it, then thus 
to cheapen it, andnot come (to the price of a little perſeve- 
rance, and conſtancy to go thorow the purchaſe; had they 
-Never undertaken Gods bufmneile, neyer put in for the title 
of friends and votaries, with a Lord! T will follow thee whi- 
. therſoever thou goeſt, they had not been perjurd,though they 
had been protane, but now. the affront is ſuperadded to 
the crime, the contumely to the impiety, and all -the ſpiri- 
tuall defertion, with-holding, and with-drawing of grace, 
and conſequently the «d\urerer araxwitew , the impoſſibility for 
ſuch to renew or recover themſelver, without ſome pro- 
digy of new bounty from Heaven (which provokers have 


little grounds to expe& ) is dire&ly become their por- 


tion. 

I have dwelt too long on the portal to Bethel, the ge. 
nerall neceſſary reſoJutions , or vowes thar are precurſory 
to thoſe other particularly qualified; I muft in the laft 
place be ſo juſt to the Text and authority, as to reſerve a 
tew minutes for thoſe. vowes of building and endowing 
a Houſe tor God, which was but a free-will-offkering in. 

Jacob, 
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Jaceb., defign'd by him as a returne of acknowledgment 
tor :Gods care over him, if he ſhall bring bim again to bis 
Fathers. houſe in peace; and fo God hath a peculiar ' re- 
| ſpe&-ro ſuch yowes beyond all -others, and in that rela- 
| on in the Jaſt place, Eo dew Bi#helis , I am the God of 
 _ Bethel. | | 


\ 


; He that hath a long and a doubtfall journey before 
him, a voyage of uncertainty arid danger, and confiders 
how little he hath'of his owne to eontribiite toward his. 
convoy , how nothing bat the benigne gale from Heaven 
- to watt him fafely thither, ( and fuch certainly is the-con- 
dition. of fome of us here 'at thistime) may well be allow- 
ed to call in and conſult at Bethel, take dire&ions: front 
old Facob here, how to ſet out and begin his journey; and - 
that is with vowing a vow unto the Lord: This, I confeffe; 
was the main .of my ercand , which hath beene thus pre-- 
par'd for, and prefac'd unto you all chis-while; And there 
it not amore prudent at once and Chriftian' conrfe', that. 
hath more of piety and —_—_ in it; nor a more agree- - 
able ſeaſonable proper uſe of the prefent diſtrefſe, and an 
engagement on Got to: deliver as out of ic, . then this to. 
take our felves: now inthe pliableſeafon , and indentfome 
afts of voluntary picty with Heaven moft certainly and - 
ſolemnly to be paid him hereafter , whenever God ſhall ſo 
be with ws , as to return us home in peace, to reſfore us - 
thoſe halcyon dayes after which we are all ſo impatiently 
gaſping ; I fay not with Facob licerally to butld Honfes for - 
God, material Bethelr; (Fo defigne ſuch ſtately ſtruftares,-. 
inan age of deſtroying , were but a Romance-projeCt forany . 
of us, nay bleſſed be God, we need not - a S9%omon to erett , 
or Zorobabel to reſtore, a prop-to preſerve from falling, will : 
yet ſerve the turne) but from this blefſed copie every emu- 
lous. though weake hand to tranſcribe ſomewhat at thz di- 
ſtance and in proportion to ſtrength , One to undertake'- 
the building one roome of ſuch an houſe, a private Tegrwad » 
or oratory for God: I meane to yow unto God the ſo 
4 many dayly cloſe retirements., by confeſſion .of _—_— ; 
: 4.4 | 1vean- 
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. deliverances , to acknowledge in proftration of ſoul if nor 


haye whet Gods glittering ſword againſt us ( every man 


-cheeriull heayen-like effuſion, the conſtancy and equa» 
bility of which, yea andthe performing it upon vow,or pro- 


from the Groves and Myanders, the dark depths;theentrigo's, 


of body alſo to bear it company ): the provocations that 


the plague of his own heart , the 4% inane in the ſtile 
of & ancient Liturgies , my fault, my exceeding .great fant ) 
and the fatherly goodnefſe that ſhall have ſheathed it again; 
and never.to give over thoſe conſtant returnsof devotion 
(with Daniel , three; nay ) with David , feven times a day, 
to keep ſome poor kind of proportion with ſuch a deli. 
verance: Another to vow the building a porch of ſuch an 
houſe when God ſhall furniſh him with materials where 
the poor may have buta dining place ſometimes; Imeane 
not the- looſe formall ſcattering of the crumbs of the :ta- 
ble among them , but ſequeſtring a ſer, and that a liberal! 
part of all the revenue that God ſhall ever beſtow, or now 
reſcue out of the devourers hand,and provide or preſerve for A 
us, that God in his poor members may have a firſt fruits, þ 
a twentieth, a tenth, a fift of al; Every man out of the 
good treaſure of his heart, not in obedience to any pre- 
ſcript quotum, ( I ſhall be ſorry to wrong any man ſo much, "7 
as ſo.to change it from being his perfe& free-will-offering ) an 
but as out of a heart attrafted by Heaven, a liberall 


miſe, will yet be no blemiſhto it, or make ir lefle like that 
of heaven, of divinity it ſelfe. But among all the Epitome's 
of this Bethel, the demicilia, little'( tents rather then) hou- 
ſes of God, which weare thusto confecrate and vow un- 
to. him , here was one at Bethel, that would never be wan- 
ting, Never left out in our thrivine'ſt, ſparing't vows, 
] mean that pure cryſtal] breft of Facobs, that God ſo de- 
lighted to dwell in, ( as he was by the Poet ſuppoſed to 
doe in poor,Pyramw's cottage) thatplain, honeſt , wel-na- 
tured, undiſguiſed heart both toward men and God,Emble- 
watically expreſs'd by thoſe ſmooth hands of Facob, the 
fair open Campania of even, clear, amintricated defignes, far 
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, in whom 


but, I ſay) on wy preſent auditory,to be content to _live and 
F Ped: honeſt Facob,thrive or periſh on clear d:- 


praiſed. w_ hour of our lives after, come home to - 
our: Fathers houfe, old honeſt Faceb's plaine Tent with 
eace and fimplicity, cleannefſe, uncompoundednefſe gfgtpi- 
rit, (a Grey that would be .able to commend im- 
COVE, 


then with all chearfalneſſe _ with old Facob, 3 
into. the hands of this God of Bethel, the God of Abra- 
ham , and of Tack, and of Faceb , that own'd and bleſſed" - 
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12 of 2 Con. 7. ; Fl | : 
k Having therefore theſe promiſes ( dearly Beloved) let ws 
RR: _ Cleapfe our ſelves. - 


* 
< y, 


4-4 of o 


ere is not,l canceive, any piece of divinity more 
'untackily miſtaken, more inconveniently. cor- 
\r anddebauch'd by the paſſions and laſts of s 
_ "HR SI. men; made more inſtrumental} to' their fouleft | 
po 1 rap: | purpoſes, then that of the promiſesof Chriſt; | 4 
herher by giving them the inclofureand monopoly of our E 
commands of Chriſt; and: the threaes of Chitts 
ve axmach right za be believed as they,hisKingly atid 
to whick he mo . mPa cars inted as - 
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xo that abou rick bang for ghe maſt pars fox AG8 
neceflary,and b ſteps an 


quire ut”: bo # £66 Lex LE. wh ow c [45 Te LE 7 $3,<t \ - | b.) 7 
come, matter of quarrel -againſt any, thax,) 
obtrude them not. onely ſoim ne = 


"Tet 


eiher on our Goſpel., or on our Praftice Yor whietheragain | 
by perſwading our ſelves and'others, thar cl of | 


. " 
*C) E- 
AE Hoe; 


- performe lt. op 
Shall we therefore have the patience, and the.juſtice,and the - 


Chriſt in ſuch-apoſiure as may have the ſafeſt and kindeft in- -y 
fiuence,the benigneſt and moſt auſpicious a; ha upon ourlives- |: 
X notto ſwell andpuffe up our phanſics any longer with an o-' j 
| pinion that weare the ſpeciall Favourites to whom thoſe pro-- 


ſible for-him to make good his promiſes, wg cut | 
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| F- cxhortation. 
was' CLLGEEL our. E Ve$. capable. 
afhbbit: : 


£46 Iaxord; che miſcs dove? r in the Goſpelare,” 

not abſolare, - he promiſes her wget 'ON- © jon-of. 
' oleanfing anprigjand nocorherwiſ and here be in - 
the whole world:an ement to. cleanſing, an bl 94. "cacny to 
the praftice ofthe moſt defumed purity, tl Its pre 
catl ape 2 chiscertainly: ay be allow'd: v4.0 pale 


for it. erefore; 8c; 


© TO rOUZe us 5x we. 


plaſet to oe theſe three RIO 


FT The <9 0 roo hora £S 
bu :'The exhbortation it ſe. 5: I ; 
The gram the fitteſt in the world: for- his turne. —_ 


; you” \ſha 1 confider.-it; twpaghly.' F 82 ſabes ms the 
FOO " EIERE 
| w_ addreſſe, adding ſomewhat of ſweetnelfe to that of ratis:- 


- onall advice, Having th ronife hwy belovede} - -. 
000 the Exhortation it ſel£ in” the remainder of the words... 
large in the whole: verſe We: ſhall' coritent our ſelves + 
with e contration of i it: x8dagardp' $ev]ic;. Jet us cleanſe our, / 


byes. - 
6 I degine” Is with the firk, The ground. or dation of -: 
the Apaftles cxhortatory 80, > hoes 4 hn wm oe" | 
theſe promiſes. ; 
I. Promiſes... cl 
2ly. -and particularly ,condtianal! promiſesi: . 
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The wo up ver} A | chai chem you may: . 
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AAS, EH nts at. BET tes, Or 


ewrhemin bao Her 


; er Are 2. 
a bajte! to Zi 


- amibition; 
onall maſculine 
'fah man, as that 
'Earth; but that mi 
-nioft rn qe 


 confeſſe. - ; 3 ; | __ f rc tn ; q}.- tr 907i 45 : 
"x: The Love (it ad teat; ofvertne;bur.in LESS 
of God himſelf;ang.that love if it be gorter hearts,wil E | 
*be very effctuall towaridthis end, the love: o Gut confirainsae, + 
-faith the Apoſtle. '.. t- 
- hs _ Toe of hoſethreas, choſe ſrmideble denundack- | 
. ons whic e thunders ous \again wimortified | 
- c_ men, that horrid repreſentation ofourtyenChriftians i 
-God, as he is fill undery-the Goſpe (roall unteform'd, obla- 4 
rate finners) a vorſfieninyf fire, | conſequenely',. what 'a dire». > - } 
full thing it is tofall inte the hands of” that Irving God; and knowing '8 Þ} 
theſe terrorsof the Lard 'we-perfwadd” men, \ faith' the Nie Apo= _ 
tle; There is ſome-: xouzIng. oratory ,.\ fome awake, | 
ning rhetorick andeloquence inithisalſo; And ler ne tell you, _ +# 
| though it be but by the way; thavÞ-anr nor altogether of heh? b- 
| opinion, thae think theſe terrours of che Lord arenotftar- 
'y -gumencsto. work on regenerate men, that fear is too ſlaviſh 
a thin — to remain"in a Child of lighe, # Chriftianz I confeſſe - 
6 fufficiently perfwaded,. that our: emade-Thoice * 
-of no arguments, but ſuch as were fit-to de madeuſe of by 
«Chriſtians, and thoſe terroursare more then: once his: choſen - © _ | 
Arguments, cyan tg theſe that badreceiued the kingdame that can-, | 
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af: emporads 
ee-Chriſt- 


tentto adventure: hs A thi 


for the beloy 
the imoſhhugelnwikſo onidables(oatimthencers 
te. lay downe our lives | wy riſk): bury. 6 
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| 0 DE 'But by <> qo 
— is (not onely-love, but) feats ro em 
cleanſt as well as the tte 

of 5 isas.con lean'a& of Chriſts. TT arlon 
wherebyhe istorule in our hearts by faith, as that of propoſing 
rewards ;:. that othera& regd » Rom. 13. And-the truth is; 


als little eovags to.im | .and happy is he that. 
hath this t 1d nn, this I i obligation;peternal,and = 

both kinds of regall, —_ in force upon his ſoule, and 

.cternally happy if Ffclter on _ bly ori the 

.work'on him... 

e 44 --Buc then- "Billy 


we- obfirvs diftinguiſhingl and GW 
ei 


PFOpO tion 1 ne nts to 
Chillin fares Rate, you. hal the arguntents 20h ' are he moſt 
| le argument ,- moſt apt and 
's bo W——_ iwprefſion wÞon the 


T1 V [74+ » &-Þ 


© Feare is an Sfgrmeltty bor to! an n ligenucus: nature noralzo- 
rſo appropriate; '! D1IIE A 

Hope; the relative to afes, is more generons, hen that,more ; 
.noble,niore worthy < the Chriſtians breſt;a perſon of ſo roy 
all an extradQtion. 

On theother fide he; hve of God; (for hizown ke) ive love of | 
his ateribures and{exceHencies, -thatadmitable, dazling , _ - 
nA pet = hole hav ener 

£0 beateg 
rally polkeſi with it, © ( Buy 


+3 
TeNer” 


- WOOE ACT 0" Far XL 


Cmtroerians Clem fing. 


v0 yr pc alittle above the proportion” of the 
ImperfeR,inchoate,very moderate ſtate of the Chriſtian itch's 
_ JAiſe#is itnotia lice more pro ionable co'that ofthefuture 
wifion ?- The Chriftian; you know, here is made up'of two 
TD emtrarits;che fleſh,andbiri , wourecid,' combin'd andyok'd 
ragether, and as the fear may be too 4 generous for the ſpirit, fo 
he ove of fo: tranſcendent a ſpirienall objeft, will be far-co0 
elevated andginerou tor the fleſh, tris nor capable of fo Pure, © 
ing | | Fo BY Le 
. This of bope is of a nriddle ternper,and ſo-a licfle more -con- 
-gruous andapportion'dto the middle ftate, more ingenuons 
; then Feare, and not ſoclevatedas love; , Let Hell be ter open 
| wide upon us on one ſide, and it is aptto fwaltlow us up with 
" horror anddefpaire , and fothat feare may Go and ruine ' 
us. Let the tranſcendent Excellencies of God be let looſe on 
» asontthe ether: fide, andthey ſwaHowus up againe in-extafie 
and amazement. When our Saviour comes into Peters Ship, 
clothed. bat with one ray of this i infinite "beauty 'C the how! 
ous miracle of the fiſh) poor creature, he falls downe at F:ſ 
Y "Feet; wich a | depart from me, forT am « ſinfullman: | and the Text 
: ives the reaſon,for he was aſtoniſhed at ſach a form of his; 
| ' Andyou know what-Moſes thought of ſeeing Gods face, ut vi- 
| .deam & vivam ! he ſhould be never able ro out-live it.And as 
the beholding and the preſence, ſothe bigh picch ofl-ve let in 
by thatbekolding, faften'd on the divine tnftre ; *cis moſt- 
| what too high for our earthly ftate, even for the regenerate = 
Chriftian in this life. The beholding him in the reflexion, FE: 
_ andthedark beholding, isthat which in the Apoftles judpe- | 
ment is the richeſt portion we can aſpire to in this Tife ;-agd 
: that is the beholding him in his graces and in' his proniifes, 
| As hope is but a glimpſe of viſion, atid thus we cheertully; an: 
4 with deligheto our very fleſh, expett that glory which ſhi! 
reveal'd ; not which is revealedalready, or if it were, would . 
burn Jr eg woe of ms rt A "Dn 
Sirttuallbody,could not confift with ſuch temperd.or conftizue © _ 
ted Tabernacles, as now wecarry about withtis. /And1et that *- 
ſervetor the hn dT "tha inthe gradation, S__ x 
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_miſes are a fit and. proper argument. to:worke 'uſoit.: our pr 
_ TRCEISTITY ED, #2 et 4 


ll. 


Grus apurifiinge) > DON I TROL T3 TOR, 
g we? ;this might be ouruſe of promiſes! no-flatte-- 


ring our ſelves into HelE with a claime of Heaven , | bar ag: 


a craine or engine to raiſe us from the depth, fetch us from- 


the lees-of. fin, and. like the Sun-beams on thisearth ofours, , 


to attraRt and force us uptoward its region: of purity, that 
{5 the Biloſopher, in. Ewnapics was taller in his ſtudy, -in time 
of ſpeculation, then at. any other time, ſo this meditation 


and ftady of this part of the Book, of* life, thee promiſes of © 


Ghriſt- might be able to raiſe us above our ordinary pitch or 

ſtature, to ratifie and ſo to cleanſe. Having therefore. promiſes, 
let, 8&6. ; ; | w 

2. Ofall promiſes the conditional] are fitteſt tor thistarne, 

. to oblige and engage. us to purifying.” Tis the-properry of con<- 
ditional] promiſes-never to belong to any bur-thofe-rhat per 

formethbe-condition:. That which Chrift requires of us in the. 


- great Indentare between himand us, as the homage: to: be per« 


form'dto him on oa part, be itnever ſo {kigbtand unconfi- 
derable, never ſo deſpicable. a pepper-corne; ſo pitifully un- 
proportionable.to the great rent.he-might require, or tothe 
infinite treaſure of glory that he ſo makes over to us, that mite 
of obedience,of faith, of-love, of purity, is yet moſt ftritly 
required by Chrift.even now(under the 5#$ixaa ofthe Goſpel) 
ro be performed to. him;the mercy ,- and” the pardon, and 
the huge moderation of that Court, though it hath -molified - 
the ſtri Law into never ſomnch Ehancery, will not proceed 
further., and mollifie obedience. into libertiniſme; it bath 
treaſures of mercy for thoſe who have notobey'd the law in 
the ſtrifneſlſe.of-perfe& un-linning obedience, the Evangeli- 
call righteouſnelleſhall ſerve turne,. where the ] is nor 
to be had; but then ſtill there maſt be honeſt pun&ual] pays 
ment of the Evangelicall; and without that, the Goſpel is fo 
farre from being, Goſpel, meſſage of mercy ,' embaſſie--of 
promiſes, that it is but an enhancement, andaccamulation 
ot much ſorer puniſhments on them,; that have. ſfinn'd againſt 


- 


4 ns 


Tmfine; is 


that , that. have nat obeyed. the Goſpel of Chriſt : Our Saviour - 
| ; By. - __ hath. 


XUM 
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} © Hach broughtdowne themarket, providedas ealie bargains of - 
E * blifſe for us ,. as could be: imagin d; buc this being granted', © 
you amſtnot now phone another farther ſecond Saviour / 
that: nuſt rid you of theſe calie gainfall tasks, which the firſt 
ig 'mcer kininefſe and benignity to you hath required of you. 
Be heaven and the-viſfion of God never ſo cheap a purchaſe, 
yet the rizu@r ninws, the law of faith, of Goſpel, isas that of the 
Medes and Perfians,that no unclean thing ſhall enter therein, and that 
without holinefſe (4140/3, all one with the t#9zecaudr, in the 
Text) without that ſincere,though never ſo imperte& ſanfifi- 
cation; without cleanſing , mortifying here, no man ſhall ever fee" the 
Lord. Should any 44 ay unclean, unqualified invader , 
Biggew 529.19v, break in on thoſe ſacred manſions, commit ſuck, 
Tiots,ſuch burglary upon heaven;heaven muſt be unconſecra- 
ted by ſuch violence, ceaſe to be the palace of God.a place of - 
purity, or ofbliſk: & ifthis benot an argument fitto impreſie 
this duty; the neceſſity, but withall the eaſe of the perfor- 
mance, the no heaven without it hereafter, and yet che no 
grievance by it here, K thisbe not an obligation to cleanſing, 
Iknow not what may be counted ſach. He that hath taken 
down all the promiſes of the Goſpel, as abſolate, uncondi- 
tionate promiſes, that fees his name written indeleble in the 
:Book of-life, I know not through what tube or perſpeCtive,and 
reſolves that all the provocations-,- and facriledges, and 
rebellions againft heaven, ſhall never beable to refifthis Nati- 
vity, todiſturbe his- horoſcope, -to reverſe his: fatall deſtin'd 
blifſe, may well be excuſed, ithe be not over-hafty to cleanſe, 


or Oy | "Io 4 
."Tisan a& of the 'moſt admirable power of- the divine re« 
ſtraining, or preventinggrace, that ſome men that doe thus be= 
lieve this do&rine ef unconditional promiſes,are yer reſtrain'd 
from making this ſo naturall uſe of it, from running into all 
ering in c world. a ny _ | : : 
-Andcertainly, 'tis as i m__ ea convincing teſtimony o 
_ will © evill, evenafter this reaſon andihe ſpirit of 
God haye offered him. never ſo many arguments to the contra- 
xy, that many men which believe the conditionate promiſes , doe 


not yet ſet reſolutely @ cleanfing, the obligation hereto from 
| at perſin y for igati -=g 


XUM 


33-->. v 
bi - VP « 
T.: 

S .y 's » 
& * wo -4 EY ® , 


a _ PI Ie 


"TT 


Teaſan being ſo dize&t,and concluſive, that all the Divels4a hel. 
cannot.anſwer the force.af it: Only our ftupid;undifciplin'd; 


abſurd;itlogicali hearts bave the sk;$to avoid.it,runninghead- 
loog, and/wiltully after the. old-impurities,, even then when- 
they are moſt fully without all dubitancy. reſolved, that all-the- 
joycs of ticaven arc i dn: 4 vg rg 
_Thave done with the ſecond ftep.in my gradation-, the fpe- 
etall commmemng energy of the. A Ia; 4p ſes to enforce Aeanſing. 
Come we now to the thirdand laſt ftep in thegradation,the:. 
particularity ofthe [theſe conditionall promiſes] in this Texr,Pro-- 
miſes of Gods receiving us, upon our ſeparating , his being our Father. 
and we his Sons and Naughters, upon our caning. out, &c, in the. 
end of the former Chapter. | 
God will not receive any uncleanſet, polluted ſinner, will not be a fa 
ther to any, be he never ſo importunate, or confident in his xegCo abba, 
will - owne 'him ta any degree of Sonfhip, that doth not bodily ſet a. 
ifying- - CNET 
Ne eTnaa virulentobjeftion, andaccuſation of the heathen- 
Celſus .againft Chriſt, that: he called all ſinners to come unto him, Pub- 
licans, Harlots, all, and had an hoſpitable reception -for ſuch ; from 
whence his ignorance and malice was willing to cpnclu 
ChrifsChurchto be a ſan&aary for ſuch uncleannefſesN 
of Romults's aſylum, to be filled only with thoſe inhabits 
which all other Religions had loath'd and, vomitadry 
'twas Zezim's deſcarit_ upon Cmſtantine, that he tu 
ſtian, becauſe hehad committed thoſe crimes. for which noother Religion 
world gdmit expiation. But Origen-in- his admirable Writings 
againſt that Heathens objeftions, makes a difſtinftion of invita=-- 
tipns ; There is, faith hextbe invitation of the, Thiefe, and the invitaticn 
of the Phyſitian; of the Thiefe, toget &s many companions, of - the Phy 
fitian, as mauy patients as he can; the 1 to debauch the irmocent the 2 :t6 ' 


recall the laps d, to cure the. diſeaſed ; the former to continue and confirm! 


them in their former impure courſes, thelatter to-purgs out, and to res: 
reſormeall their impurities; and the latter onely was (the inteopre- 


tation and deligne of Chriſts calls, [thatof finmers to repontinive]” 
be you-feperate', | 


the very language in this Text, the Come outi 


and touch nat the uncleane thing, And ſo Chriſtianity in Zozimw's 


ſyle, butagother ſepſe then whag he delign'd it, ObZe meow. 
77-63 F-- SE : apoplag\&. 


XUM 


"as Al. 

— hazevingand leadin eſcape, flie for thy 

life, neither fiay thou in allthe plaines,and then, and nor till then, 

SH: pe mommrmarmo' pe AP Se 
And fo ftill the peculiariry of theſe promiſes, th our” 

Sens, or Qur bein netndlrnck amoſt ry eh hee. de 
force toward the duty of purifying; Will any man be content ! 
to be that abje& from God;that loathed refuſe reprobated crea- 
tureſuch an ane that all the prayers ofall the Saints on earth, 

- Interceſlions and ſuffrages of Martyrs, and Angels in heaven, 
yeathe very gaping wounds and yocall bloud of Chrift upon 
the Crofſe,l-thall adde, the minutely.. advocation. and-inters 
ceſſion ofthat glorified Saviour ar the right hand of his Father, - 
cannot help to any tolerable receptionat Godshands'?: Can 
you have fortified your ſelf ſufficiently againf that direfull 
voice of the Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, and not 'onely nor 
God, but not the ſo much as mantains or hills willing or ableto - 
receive you intoany tolerable degree of mercy, not one Laza« - 
rs with one drop to coole the tipofa flaming tongue, -but only the 
gapleginiiable pit,thart irreverfible abyfle of pollutions,and: - 
of horrour, that region of curſmgsand torments, of fin and * 
flames, the onely hoſpitable to receive thee ? If than cant ' 
think comfortably of this condition, be well pleaſed to. ven- 
tureall this for the enlarging ofthy carnall fruitions ane mi- © 
nate longer, and withall, difclaime the whole birth-ri'ghe of 
thy Chriſtendome, the dignity and inheritance of Sons and © 
Daughters of. the Lord Almighty, itthou doſt not- repent: of thy 
long tedious prodigall march: into the; Agptian far Country, .. 
onehy ro accom ,any with Swine, and be fed: with their zogane; :; 
ro which the amagen of fi are compared, {that wooden ,.-: 
vnhealthy fruit of the Carobe,orx arbor Ceratonia,as Dioſcorides and © 

| Pliny deſcribe.that whieh werender bucks in the Gofpel) it, I. 

fay, we can upon deliberation; periect this ſtarvingand pining - 

gand bei 


in the,herd, beforefea ngembraced in: the Fathers 
houſe js pertinent wing beforethat.of Sons, we bayethen-; 
a tuflicient fortifigaciph agairſt This! argument'in: this Text, a:: 
| ſerious ſuperſedeas tor. purifying; .Butupon no cheaper condie.. 
tion then, this.can ice ſacl abs you muſd give-your. ſchves-. 

x WI, | up 
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T Joh, 343 3 


is an cffe& and expreflion ot the greareft kindnefie;fm 
and tendereſt alſo | 
by the moſtearneft lover that- ever wasin; the world, Will 
-yeu believe the Holy Ghoſt ? Greatet-lov? their tis hath ne-wian ſpewed, - 


-up tothe certain fireand brimftone of Sodore,' it you will til 
continue'in the- impurities and burnings of Sedome z-not-theleaft-. 
leam of hope upon: any tearmes but thoſe of purifyings- #ho- 
| $4 hath this bope on him,the this, . that is,the conditionall bupe, 
s , 


_ of ſeeing there orhere of being received by God, if it beam 


«vn, bope.on God,-be purifies himſelf,laich Saint Fobn.It he-doe nioe 
purike ; *cis either, / | | 
1. Not ſo much as ian, abſolute throwing off, diſclaimi 


all hope, perfe& fury and deſpair 3 or, if he have any hopefu} 


thought abouthim, 'tis EEE: | 
'2, None of the #ams ev, none of the rationable, grounded, 


.conditionall,buta flattering, fallacious; foundationlefſe, be- 
.cauſe uriconditionate hope, whichthe bigger it ſwels, the more 


dangerous it proves; anapoſteme or tympany of hope, made u 
either of airor putrid hamor,and then: F Theor GnniCers , mr 
war was $871, like the-conſumptive Patient, the more he 
hopes, the fartherhe is gone, .the more deeply deſperate is his 


Condition: - 


.Or 3ly,-nowams in* dund, hope on liim, on 'God : *Tis a 
dependence on ſome fatall-chain ( ſome. necromancick trick, 
of beleiving thou ſhaltbe ſaved, and thou ſhaltbe ſaved) nay 
on Satan himſelf, ſome reſpenſe from his OQradle, that iyleceiur- 
9©&, thatwizard fleſh within us, thathath thus bewitched us 
to its falſe pleaſures firſt, and then-its fallacious hopes, the fa- 
taleſt, horrideſt condition:in the world ; you may excuſe the 
Preacher and the Apoſtle, if it carry them both into-a kind of 
d4)&, an outcry of love, and pity, and defire, to'prevent this 


.unremediable ruine to which:thou'art potting, to catch thee 
when thou art nodding thus agrentdy; w 
de 


a-moſt affetice 
nate,compaſſionate compellation,of af dearly beleved |iet ws cleanſe, 
which brings meto the ſecond generall, The addrefſe, adding 
ſomewhar.of earneſtneſſe, and ſomewhat of ſweetnefſe ro the 
exhortation, Having thereforetheſe — vly beloved, ' © 

' The Exhortatien, to purifying, reforming,” mortifyrng 'of fines, 
| cereft love, '- 
ionimaginable/You ſhe this exemplyfied 


then 
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then to-lay' dewne bis life for bis friends" Now'our Saviour you 
know laid downe bis life , (ſomewhat more, © then the life" of: {a 
meer man, the life ot the $1av3per©, that divine celeftiall per« 
ſon) or parpole to ferch back this divine, but fcorned' purity 
into theworld again :: be geve himjelf for us, ſaith Sainc Payl, 
that bee might redeeme uw on all. iniquity, and purifie unto bimſelfe: 
« peculiar people,-Fis.2:; Laid-down bis life for that oncly': prize; 
to which the Apoſitk here exhorts, this of purifying: 'you hall 
ſceit again, 4&7. 3+wt.: God having razſedup bis ſon Feſus, ſent bim 
to bleſſe w, in turning: every - one from | bis iniquities; This 
turning from iniquities, the purifjing\«4in+ the Texr, "was the 
prime end and defigne of Chriſts coming into the world,: ofall 
his glorious Offices,” andtheexerciſoot themz: and: that the 
947g" work of' mercy that couldiever be meant 'ro-poliu- 
ted (oules, this turning is there the interpreratation of his bleſ- 
fing of us [to bleſſe us in turning, &c. ].*P were ſuperflgous farther 
to afliſt this cruth, in ſhewing you what an 'A&- of benefaftion 
and mercy, of charity andreall bleſſing i is; .to:contribiite in 
any the ſmalleſt manner to the'wortifhing of any finiinany;?Tis 
the reſcuing him from tlie moſi'noiſony, miſerable;ruirefiedy 
piteous condition/in the world; the plagues of Zpr,the-frogs- 
and- flies, and liceand locuſts of - Fgypr,- and the murrein and 
death of the firſt-born, were bur: the imperfe& emblemes | of 
theſe uncleanchated: vermin in 'the ſoule, that deyoureall rhe 
fruit and corn of the land;all the Chriftian'vertues'and graces, 
deſpoil-and depopulate all that is pretious oe valuable in it; 
= then what proud Pharaoh would nog fall on his knees ta 
Moſes to make ule of his power with Heaven,to deliver him frond 


'fuch plagues as theſe? | 


- Andyet'to: ſee; ' how quite contrary: *tis ordered in the 
world, God is fain- to ſradfappliancs'to us, that we will buc 
be content to part with-an impurity, ' that wee will but -en< 
dure ſo huge ablefiednefſe.* You: know wee are Ambaſſadours 
for Chriſt, and what is the nature of an Ambaſſage? why, fet- 
ting up this impure unmortified finer 'a Throne: (ro have 
ati-Ambaſſie addrefled/tohim is an-argument of :a Prince)" and. 
not onc]y men, but God himſclte, as it were, :proftrace before 
his foorftoole, the King'ot Heavento this proud reigning fin-- 


OO UE TIO 
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"per oncarth,'te-beſerch bam bur to'part with theſe weapons of 


' his hoſilicy againſt God, theſe provoking impurities; s tbowgh 
- God- did heſeech you by w,' (God hmſclfe become 'the ſuppliant, 
. and then wee Miniſters may very well: bee content with the 


| _— ment )-we pray you :in Chrifts | ſtead,  be-ye reconciled unto 


'has: through-the wwhole Book of Conticlesthe beloved 
. Hasband of his Church moſt.paſionately a wooing her to: this 
. duty,-to this opening:to him, giving him an admilion, all up- 
on this ſcore that hee might. come in to. blefle and purifie, and 
'O 'what Rhecorickis beſtowed: on her ;-far- beyond the [ dearly 
beloved] in this text, Open to-me-my love, my-dove, my undefiled, my 
fair one ! hee.cals her fair and undefiled, on purpoſe that hee 
' may make/her ſuch, '1d O that we had but: that 'Saviour-like 
- paſſion, that. bleſſing kindneſſe-to our ownepoore periſhing 
-Soules, ſome of thoſe bowels: of love to our owne bowels ? 
"That wehavenot, isthe greateſt defett of felf-love, the moſt 
contrary finne againſt our grand fundamentall principle, that | 
of ſclf-perſwafion-(which can combipe . with the Devill for 
the undermining, and ruining,and ſubyerting of whole ki 
-dames, on that one commanding dehigne of getting off the 
Croflt: from 6f our own: ſhoulders, on whomlſoever it be laid, 
but cannotthink fic to aſlift Heaven in purgingout one refuſe 
impurity out -of the ſoul) yer ſhall I not on\uch diſcourage- 
ments glve it over as a forforn' i hope, but proceede 
one ſtage farther on-this errand, to the laſt generall , theex« 
-hortationit felfe wna'(or avres, Bc; apy gn our ſelves, 
I. Cleonſe, 2. our ſelves, 3. «s our ſelves, the verb is a&ive, 
the pronoun reciprocall,and the verband pronoun both plus 
rall; And ſo befide the duty it ſelf of clean two Circams» 
ances of this duty wee may- learne from namely , 
237- bat it is the Chriſtians taskupon himſelf, this of parifying, 
then 31y that it ought tobe the common united defigne of all 
-Chriſtians;che Apoſtle and people together , to afliſt one ano+ 
ther in this work;this of purifying. | | | 
For the firſt, the duty it (elf, xe9-eifaulo, cleanſe.” This is nov 
-theaQtuall-acquiringgbut the-motion and/proficiency and ten- 
.dency toward purity. in; 4h | FEY 
: - And fo there again you have two things, F-1H 
221 I. What 


we. 
hues cis fe tha pp 
Jed | with wa- 
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Beſhly.and al wortdl 
tenor Avery ae fl debelatof NT the luſt o 
Geſbſ againgtither the armor thoweik carnality he burn» 
of © incontinent, or the thirfts of che luxarious; that 
cluge of fire and water, devs oxime pans 
divide betwixe themthefirſt and Lage 4: won 
And for the lui of theeze;thar £ 
kinde nyo np 
flones and minerals, - the deify 


which, faith ap 
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ing morker, which containes all'che'miore Jublimate kinds of 
carbality, pride and ambition," anda}l the grfieration ofchoſe 
Vipets, Gal.5,20. batred,veriance jeniulation, wrath,ſtvife, ſeditions 

hereftes, envyings, murthers, gil the like,” alF prime wo &ex of the 


© - 


" fleſhy veri1 9. chough ſomewhiit more 'volatile, and acreall,. 3. c, 


have more of Saten and” Littifer in ther) then the” other; even 
hee thac but fidts in religion, liar takty that Bind of all cha- 
rity and humility; an enginevf faftion orpride; thacdaith,. 
am of Pant, &c. is hee not carnall ? x Cor,3.5; the moſtundoubted 
carnaliey in-the world 5 A: multitude of fines there are under 
this —_— beſj _ and'a wes into a Leo- 
ard,. and thoſe ſpots are farre from being'the ſpots of ſonnes, recon- 
Gteable CE otontife of this Text. "Bute Penne one 


chat pollutes'in graine, that. crimſon dye; the guile of bloyd, in- 


which thoſe ſoules that are 'rolled; (as every malicious,' uns 
aceableſpiritcertainly is, though he never had the courage 


co ſhedany) looke ſo diretullin Gods fight, that in compa= - 


riſon' with them, the mire'and'nmd''of che baſelt ſwine'may 
paſſe. for' a tolerable beauty 37 the bloud of then, "faith Pſelſus, 
yeelding a fume'or nidour; thatthe Devils Candfurenione but 


of their complexion anddyet!) are fed-and fitned' with: and 


Maimonidzs, to the ſame purpoſe,thar *tis the, food of ,Devils 
that he that can feed on'It. is a weſt rw mw 5, at the bo 


ble'of Devils, and"HireraHy guilty ofthar which Safnr Poul mens - 


tions foſadly,  1'Gir:10/20;T welt not that ye fhinld bave fellows 
ſhip-with Devils, yu__ of thitt Cyclops feaſt; Cn obs like 


Hell, pectliarly for the Devils and his Angels, choſe great Ms - 


baddons and Apolyens) and cannot wichour injury and riot bee 
ſnatched out of his hands, beſwilled and wallowed .in by jus 3. 
thoſe viz Binrisy) (ehet were fo ſcandaloufly charged pn.the 
Primitive Chiiftiatis, andecoft' Juftin Mortyr and Arbenaggras,: 
ſuch Apologies) thetrfeafting 6n one anothers fleſh, aL rd 
charge ſhould ict be how refumed, and brought in by Tacks or. 
Indians againftusProceſtants(as they fay ir i;but certainly wil 
be,whenicioroldis tb and Zig) Geod Go! whar foul 
we doc foraniApologit>-** ii 2 Lat NG F LEA « ' 
Come we then in the laſt place t6 tir laſf' Jepres of purity, 


_ 


thav which excludes byposrllic 'or mixture,” the finge which 
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per our own Ads of picty.z is bur a 
this on RS know,not wed Wee Fhouldnot do 
forthe. pers compriſes to its rabid 
re, mqre.tmpions then, we 
d devill., the; farre more 
rs dr ref cret; nice 
cing.In rivals into the. 


- heart,thepartiall, Rlenceo God oh 
arelerye eSatan, for Mamanon, BLOG DAY. 
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Gods; that of tha painted FEES Er 
fecrecie, under the loyelieft iguiles, the V. 
houſe, 6 of rg nk of all the Impurir 

a 
frivitlngs od Goethe that hil rionics 
of rhe couchant, but ravening Wolves under the oe TI 
the God brought in for the baſeſt ſeryices, the im ureſt contri- 
yarices, and never pretended to,or thought on,rill we had thoſe - 
vile imployments Fn, And this you will acknow! c ſufe 
EeteneiinconRiſtent with the purifying i in this Texand o wich 
the [theſe promiſes. ] 
Having given you the ſeyerals of this purity by the contre- 
branches of che imparity, wee come now to the {hadlfoy] 
e _ of Geenſin or purifyin ch is here ſo vehenencly, re» 
quired 0 usz A tisnott VAIng acquired tnis purity, 
having attained any perfe&ion Xi Ae, (Kg en inde, bas bo 
onely the beginning on the way , the conftant motion..and 
wih,a fetting out, and progreſs and proficiency in it,adayly 
purgingand rinfing ofthe foul, that good innocent kind ofs,- 
esfdamrp&xthat pardonable Phariſaiſm of afſiduous waſhings,. 
a dayly f{laughteriog,of the great defilers one after, another, one 
day of execution for luft,anotber for rage, FATE the: e:HoPac. 
tics of ron rhe thic oaths, _e ew, ie pro os bY: 
. aip = 
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pn benot acquiced , yet "maſt; 


theſe three affaies be made towar *t; _m—_ @ the dere a= 


wp.» ofic pk ine, ob | 
ſue breakipgtinok thee: "4 ollacer = ; " 
teniprations,( rance,h how dere have former-- 
ly coftour ular ne fowds aha wee have done our du-. 


were Ine ſhop-o {0 cons - 
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God,whiich: Oy the} Jews, can.cleanſe Leapers wich a Lord. 


if theg. mit,thou Make es c{ean;thou canſt parenew ans - 
af grace, beyo! Four Kivets of vor Baa, ne) __ 


Goallires'! _ 


Uike Cre hy che bad pin we.haye a. Betheſda before :us,. 
which yetiwth cleanſenone bue tboſethat boſſes bel that. 
brings meto theformer of the two circumſtances. (belonging. 
to this duty) denoted by the iav7ds, cleanſt our ſclues, thatit. is 
the nga task F275 5 NA of. br rats 


ortion of fey , is thereby 6 Bag cnabled to. 


mortifie rien | 9/wng toward purity, : and its.the duty of - 
all 


re Woe not lying. 
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then} SpRnVTs 


Gpreading in the skin,the-finnes a multipl ingunder the Priefs 


—and {pors as everythe poors Laaper-kingdome thruſtour of the 


camps(the Temple) banifhed-fromabe old priviledgesof che IG » 
_ Ne Ore ad the ſervice of God GodFiring bs che 
fice of it,in Moſes fileg(a kind of-excommunicate ftate)al on that 
charhzable purpoſe, that it. might bee aſhamed and ic.ſelfe 
£0 ayes ja Gag gd ny 3. I; ſhall adde, - $rne” 
upon, prayed over by thac Prieſt ſo many yearestogerher; -apd 
that ire Ri] as farce from being perfeRed asevery, the Ie roſie 


inſpe&tion,under Gods rodg atthe end of a ſeven years rinſing 
(nor with ſope,bur nitre } a thouſand times more odieus ſpots, 
More provoking finnes, more-helliſh impurities;then before, -T 
remember what poor Porphyzy was fain to.doe in purſuit of pur- 

atives, the (amethar Sayl after the-commilſlion of his fmnne 
wk the kingdome from tm, betooke himſelf os 96x gyriar xj 
201724, to magick and conjuring, made friends to the Devil 
to helpepurific him. O that we having met with luckierpre= 
ſcriptions, (recipe's from heaven,that would be fureto prove 
ſuccefſcfull ) would not betray- all for want of | apply-_ 
ing them,chat while itis called to-day, while a'paore ſported 
Kingdomelyes a galping,the benefit of the laſt plunge, the #vn%c 
io7pa, might not bequite letlip, that this of purifying the only 
true expedient yet untryed (whileft all othersare experimented 
to be but meer Empeiricall . oto-apuptpankeyl) might at 
length be thought on, proſecuted with ſome vigour, every man. 
entcring into che retirement of his owne breaſt, there to ſearch 


' and view the ſpotted patient,the plague,the leprofie of his own 


heart ; and again, every man making hisarts of cure ascom- 
municative and diffaſive,as charitable and Catholick as he can; 
that as David was raviſhed with joy, when they ſaid unto him, 
Let = goe into the houſe of the Lord, (that pleaſant news and { 
Aacle,a conſpiration for piety )ſo we for that onely errand that 
ſends us all to that houſec,the beginning and advancing of puri- 
ty 3 Every man,like an Iſraclite in bis flight from Zegypr, not. 
only going out in haſt, (a paſicover toward purity) butalſo 
diſpolling his Xgyptian neighbours, robbing one of his luſts,” 
another of his detra&tions,one of his Atheiſticall oaths,another 
of his ſwiniſh exceſ{cs,0ne of his Infidell eremblings and baſe. 


neſles, 
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neffes, another of his Looogs and wor 6 ewels of fil- 


3 : # VS: 
Pp | = + , * G ' F Ss ; 
YL - " ” - » >. 
—_—T : s I a - - if 
"Le IS. +. * 4 5 W__” »* 7 
OT] a ” x * p  I—_ o 
- » . 

. 2 _- Te# 4 i 

%* oe - 7 


ur 2 8 


calleft hace tp leave us in, fp to a Tate _— all obs: oh to de= 
precate- and-cnrfe thofe” mercies; thar-had-betrayed--3-ro 
thoſe irrevcriible milſccies. Lord purge, Lord- co us, 
dy thou break thoſe ag reſhlovl; nap not - bee purified, 
caſt us again In orna e, that nar at ©. 
length leave PESAT "our filth ork behinite us ,* and having uſed | 
thine own merhods toward this —_ porged our eyes to ſee 
that it is thou that haſt thought this nece for us, that haft 
of very mercy,very fidelity.thus cauſed us to tobe troubled,work 
in us that purity. here, . which'may make us capable of that 
viſion, that peace; thar fulnefe of LanWity; and glory here- 
after z Which God of his infinite abyfle of d ond grant us oþ-.” 


_ towhomwith'che ſon; that'image of his: parity; and 
the holy, Det 2 ne ar 5 Bias On. 
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Wor vhis Man, buy, Barabbas: 


His paſſpe of ſtory mot-unagreeable to the time, 
every of Lene:being a zermparv, to the 
CF WEL) hath much of the preſent humour - 
ofthe World in it, whether weconſider it as an 
n a&t of Cenſure,or as an a& of Choice: both theſe 
it is here in the Jowes, on EAVES 73th 
1. An a@ ofpopular Cenfare, i. e. moſt perfet injuftice, 
very favourable to the Robber, and very ſevere to Chriſt ; 
' Barall4s way be releas'd , the vileſt wretch in the world, 
one that was attach'd for robbery, — may become 
the peoples Favourite,be pitied and p for,andabſolutel 
pardon'd, Dat veniam corvis,theblackeft Devils in Hell ſhal 
mWithourany of our malice, eur indignation, our animoli- | 


Wes; 


SI VIT Canter and Bannnnny 


es, but an innocent Chrif, or, any ,of his. making, one char 
games from Heaven, Þ wi: ypon grapes ot holinebe,otiretore 
mation, that byauthority of his do&rine and example:would 


put vice out of countenance, diſcover our follies, or. reproach - 


' our madneſſks, andin the Wiſemans phraſe, upbraid Pur Wayes, 
' and reproveour thoughts, he thathath no;fmsrto qualife him fo 
our acquaintance, no oarhes, no ribaldry to; make; him g 
company, none of. the compliances or. yices of the times to 
commend him to-our friendſhip,art Ieaft eo our pardon,none of 
thatnew kind of popularicy of being as - debauch'd ;and. pro- 
{ſtly vitious as other men, (hall be ſuſpe&:d, and feared, and 
hated,the moſt odious,unpardonable;unſufferable neighboug, 
grievous unto us even to beho'd, Wiſd. 2.15.lonogence is become the 
moſt uncomely degenerous quality, vertue the moſt envious; 
cenſorious thing ; the not being ſo neer Hell as other men,the 
moſt ridiculous ſcrupulofity,and folly In the world And the 
miſery of it is, there is no difcourling, no reaſoning this hu» 
niour out of us, they had cryed once before, and-thecroffing 
doth but more enflanie them ; the chart, that ſhould have cx> 
orcized,doth but enrage the evill ſpirit, Then cried they all again, 
Jaying, not this man, but Barabbas. SS 
| But befide this,I told you,theſe words might be taken in a> 
nother notion, and under that ir is that we are, reſolyed to 
bandle them, asan a& ofthe Jewes choice, of their abſolute in- 
conditionate decree, their /ving of Barabbas, and hating of Jeſas, 
not before they had done cither good ocevil.bat after one had 
done all the evil, t'other all the good imaginable; then'hatmg 
the Faceb and loving the Eſau; ele&ing the Robber, and rejeft; 
ing the Saviaur; the Barabbas becomes a Barabbas indeed). accor- 
ditig to the origination' of the name, a ſon of a father, 
beloved ſon.in whom they are w<ll pleaſed, a choſen veſlell 
of their honour, and Chriſt the only refuſe vefſell of diſho- 
nour, the onely unamiable,undefirable, formlefſe, beautileſſe 
2: 4m in the maſſe: Nun hune, ſed Barabbam, Not this 
''' fn the words under the notion of the Choice, you may pleaſe 
$ take notice of cheſe ſeveralss - 0oyhR + +. 
30 002 Good 4554 ADS ets 7 4 I 
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 "I3O _—_Cunr1srT endl BaxanmBAS, Sunn. YT. 
| 1, A'Competition precedaneons ro this Choice, prefametl 
here, bur expreſs in Sains Mart: rhre Siarrs tu 00s, which of the 

two willye, &c. | $ 

2. The Conpetitors, Barablas nd Chriſt. - | 

3 - The Choir it telf, nor ondly preferring one before 
rother, zo Þunc ſed, but 1. abſolutely rexeRting of one, wor 
banc, notthis man, and then by way 6 amy refuge pitch- 
ing - amy t'other ; mon hurne, ſed Bard 3 Not this man bit 
Barabbas. ” 

Andof theſe in this order, - \ + X | 

And 1. ofthefirſt, That there is aCompetition before 
what the Competitors are, or what tlie Choice. 

1. 1 fay thatthere is a Competition,a canvaſfe, or plying, 
before wecometo chooſe any thing; This isa truth moſt con- 
fantly obſervable in all, which weare moſt concern'd in, in 
that tranſcendent Intereſt, the bufſinefſe of our ſouls. Were 
there bur one objeft repreſented to the faculty , one Chriſt, 
one holinefle, one ſalvation, the receiving him would be an 
thing rather then Chocie , Chanceit wight be, or Neceſſity it 
might be; Chance it mightbe, that ſucha thing had: the luck 
to come firſt , to prepoſſeſic and foreſtall us, toget our favonr 
when there was no body ec to ſhe for it; And indeed he that 
fhvald be godly, or Chriſtian on ſich a felicity as this,thorow 
Ip ovate inch or non-repreſentation of the contrary , he 
» ſhould give his voice antoChrift, becauſe there was no 
body elfeto canvaflefor it, that it Mabomet hed plied him firſt, 
wonld have had as mach faith for the Alchoran,as he bathnow 
for the BibJe, been as zealous for a carnall, ſenſuall, as now fox 
apureſpirirual! Paradiſe ; he that ifbe had been born of hea- 

en Parents, or pat out to nurſe to an Indian, wenld have 
ck d in asmurh of Gentiliſme, as by this civill Englih.cdn- 
cation he hath atrain'd to of the true Religion, that hath no | 
fiperſeters , no: fortification againft wealhipping of Sun and 
Moon,poſttng from one heathen flirine (as now from one Ser- 
mon) to another, but onely that Chriftianity beſpake him 
earlieſt, that Tdolatry wasnor art Jeifure to crave his favour 
when Proteſtancy got it, is,] confefſe,a Chriftian,he may than k 
hs jars for it, planetarius SanGws, a Saint, but ſuch an one , as 
a. 
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"Jew. would have been, might he have been a Changeling 
['n into hat cradle, or the moſt barbarous Gimmi-Infdell, 
had he had as he of old, fortwnan: Ceſeeris, fo fortwarn Chriſtiani, 
the Chriſtians fortune to have tutor'd him: And fb for vertue 
and fin leſneſſe alſo, he in wham tis not conſcience, but baſh- 
ulneſſe,. and ignorance of vice; that abſtains onely fron un- 
creditable or nufaſhionable-, from branded or difuſed fins , 
{wears not onely, Fecaaſe he bath not learnt theart of it; bath 
not yet:gotten. into the Court, or into the Army, the ſchools 
ms os $kill is taught, the ſhops where thofereverſt chun- 
derbolts,  ſo.cempeſtuouſly ſtor againſt Heaven, are forg'd, he 
thatis no Dcunkard, or Adulterer, no'malitious perſon, one- 
ly gia nemo, becauſe he hath no company to debauch ,, no 
rength to maintain, 10 injury to provoke the uncommitted 
finne, is all this whilc but a child of fate, born under a benigne 
aſpett, more Lucky, but not more Innocent, more Fortunate, 
but not more Vertuous then ather men. 
| in,if there were no Competition;as it might be Chance, 
fo it might be Neceſfity too; Thou art fain to be vertuous, be- 
cauſe thou canſt be nothing elſe, goodnelſe muſt go for thy re 
fuge, but not thy choice, were there no rivall fin, no Compe- 
titor Juſt to pretendfor thee. : 
"Tis therefore not onely an a& of wiſdente, bur off þ too, 
obſervable in Gods wo I diſpenſation of things under 
the Goſpel, to leave the Chriſtian, <& arkeels, in the confines 
of two moſt diſtant people, improvable into good,and 
ofevil, like Eraſmus Pifture at Rome or that vulgar fable, for 
tis no better, of Mybonet's Tombe betwixt two Load-ftones, 
Epiobimpe 5.7 wu Sauuirer,as Smefins calls it; a ftake between 
God on one fide, and all the Deviks in Hel on: t'other, made 
up of a Canaanite andan Ifraelite, a law in the members, as well 
as #law in the mind, or as * Antonius, wires er queeters, perfwations 
Jo the members, many topicks of Rketorick,many ftrongalle- 
ives to evill in the lower carnall part of the man,av wel as m< 
vications and. obligations to-good it the upperand fpirituall. 
Thus did God think fit $0 difpoſe it even in Paradiſe ir ſelf 
the fleſbtempted with carnall objefts even before the firſt fim 
had difocderedithat feiſty, A —_ the fweetnelle po = 
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Apple to pleaſe, and an-Eye tor the beauty to invire,as well as 


an upper maſculine faculty, aReaſon'for commands to' aye, 


and threats to deter; yea and it ſeems in Heaven it ſelf, and che 
Angels there, where is no fleſh and bloud, that officina cupidinum, 
ſhop or work-houſe of defires, yet even-there, is an-inlet for 
Ambition, though not for Luft, a liableneſſe co the Alkindſe of 
the ſpirit, though not'of the fleſh, or -elſe+ Lucifer had f flood 
Favourite, could never have forfeited that ſtate of bliffe. And 
ſo*ris ever ſince in-this inferiour orbe of ours, -Beho!d! F ſet 
before thee life and death, bleſſing and curſing , or- onefide all the 
Joies of Heaven to raviſhand enrap thee, the mercies of Chriſt 
to draw thee with the cords of a 'man; with the bands of love,” to force 
and.yiolencethy love by loving thee firft, by ſetting thee 'a 


copie ofthat heavenly-paſlion xo tranſcribe, but then withall 


death inthe other ſcale, death which-it ſeems hath ſomeching 
amiable in.it too, it would notbe ſo courted elſe, a mipuee 76 
ox3T+5, as Macatius ftiles it, aigaHantry of Hell, a purple gar- 
ment of darknefle, thar ſach odoof hes, and'T tremble to 
think and ſay,fo Hrge a quantity of bapeized Chriſtians are ſo 
ambitious of, ſell all that*s. comfortable and valuable in this 
life to purchaſe it: and were there r.ot-both theſe ſet before us 
by God, life on one (ide, and death-on tother, eleſing on, one 
fide, and curſing on Fother, a double carvaſle for thy Toule,, a 
rivality,a competition, and ſomewhat ow both» ſides amiable 
to ſomewhat in three, [ife to the immortall, death to the pertth=- 
ing part of thee, bleſſing to the rationall divine, curfing to the 
bedlam brutiſh part of thee, the man of God could not go on, 
as he doth in that place,” Deut.30. 19. therefere chuſe life that thou 
and thy fons may live. Were there bur one in our reach, *twere 
neceſſity ſtill and not ichoife , -and'that moſt abſolutely de- 
ftraftive of all judgment to come; Hell miglit- be our 
Fate, but not our Wages, our Deſtiny, but not- oor Re< 
ward, and Heaven-any thing more traly then a Crowr' of 
righteoufneſſe, 1567 We OW At 2765 0 DYC 

A pieceof the Philoſopher there hath been along while in 
the world; that hath had a great ftroke in debauching the Di- 
vine,that the Underſtanding dth neceffarilyand irrefiſtibly move 
the Will, that whatever hath once paſs'd thr judicizm pradiicums, 
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got pot ooly rhe aſſent ofthe Judgiyenttliat. 
lawace alfh thac tis good, 8; 
be deſired, and proſecuted by Is 6d -v wok (WefBLs 


ſubſumes chatwhere Faith is once,entred,, though that but a; 


pon lative(l ming ſomyerim es bata phaneaſtical 
aith, there works cquſtpand, wil I infallibly fo Jow, L Leone 
it were admizable news; if this-were. $xue, | one 
things, were ſare to.doe then,if there were no ſuc £ ne : 
as fin againſt Light, ſin;againſt Goſpel, fin FAY | Conſcience, 
bf the lives of Believers could not prove Infidel, the aQiong of, 
thoſe that.acknowledge Gad,that «make no doubsof the truth: 
of Chriftiayity ,, cou] notayoid of ofa PRE ray _ 
Ehriftian, if *were but, a flaſh of. Sa Saint luſtines wit, tha 
wicked Infidel believes RO Ne the wicked PS 
yes contrary to-it; ; There were then but one care left @ 
Chriſtian , to be catechized harobn al Ne Bog oy Nodiap ils 
Fes = _ rms pay pag hich che, me 
uciary calls Faith, and then Duis ſeparat geliciyi 
be wrvaghe, | in me by Chriſt, ad page Je will be- 
unneceſfary to.be; wronght: In ſtead of this mo principles. 
that ties up all.in thechains, of inevitable Hate, if ig: Þetexge: 
mined, give me” leave £0- Tengo! ta, ) Fg one ,ap lmepf 
Chriſtian Philoſophy" which is Lok the ING 
canpetition that now. I ſpeak.of;. that rhe Will is no rare neceſs, 
fitated to. obey the ſuggeſtions of Reaſon then.of the ſenſual, 
appetite, of the upper then the. lower ſoule,,that:tis an, indif<, 


ferent. middle-faculty,able:ty chufe. thendiare, TD rinſe che DG oe 


 ox;( to ſatisfieche Philoſophers impo 


it:impoſſible to chuſe the. evil], -unlefſe under, t n- append 
god, you-may take-'it_ina clearernotion.)able to: chuſe- the, 
pleaſant and refaſethe honeſt, to chuſe the {enſuall * carnall 
an drefuſe the intelletuall ſpirituall goed; And that youmay, 
ſee the ground of this, obſexve that thewhols man.is made up 
ofchree parts, Spirit,Sue, and: Body. , 2072 595) 
x. The Body or fleþ, laſting, againſt . the "Spit... And. 7 the 
Þi iris again Juſting againſt the oh. Thoſe two extreams per- 
e&ly contrary. one to theother in mote appetites, and there- 


is by the, Apgients,. We KG >7vs ane the OS 


Ion cliques : Hons cottrariety, you rotate thi + mbar 
you would, ;. e. perhaps perfettly, purely withour ſome tack 
or rhixtare; however; , not quierly, Ally, withour 
ſdme oppoſition of che dehice's Ab - bd eel comes 1yin-the third 
place; Yvt9; the Youte,” "fe FI AMR ab e. the Will de» 
ewixt them; courted; and org 4 rs as chac which hatle 
the decerminin — voice;. Fthe beaſt can carry it, it the _ 
fenſavll fuggeftions ger the confent of the Will, obtain the 
ethbrace,have its cartel als yeilded to,thicnii the Apo 
flee phraſe lift coniceiver and withiti a while proceeds from wn- 
ſent to a8, bringeth forth fin 3 bucwhen the Fpirit- prevails , 
when the Reaſon, the Conſcience, the God within thee iy 
allow'd to be heard, when thar chaff, ſober, marronly ſponſe 
gets theembraces;the conſeht of the Wil,then the Spiritconcerves, - 
ro from thence ' ſpring' all'rhe Wee ike fimn Va _-= 
ptare ſpeaks of, the aud produRtiens' of t ou ſee 
now the competition, the a ottilete and ſolicita- 
rions,the chvatry for thy Soule, not an aftion ofmoment 
or importauce in thy / , but thehouſe is divided about it, - 
the Eprfor one way, and the ff-ſhfor another, and thac chac 


$, ie. gets the Will of its fide, denominares the ation: 
andthe ation frequently and indulgently reiterated, denomi- 
 riates thee either fleſh or Bork, either captive to the law of fin;or. 
obedient to the commands and diftates of Chriſt, a armall 
ſinner, ora ſpiricuall diſciple. 

And then ty brethren by way ofnſe; 

1. You ſee theanſwer Fo rhar hard probleme, What i is the 
reaſon and ground of theinfinitefſe of thoſe puniſhments that 
4wait ſinners in another world :. Here you have the oyle thac 
tnaittains thataccurfed Veilall fire, fo mack beyond Tyllol's 
of Pallar's Eamp'in Lycian, buraing fo/ matry-Aprs nhder 

ground 
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 Conous'water, that of chuſuigar xejdting;willing'or 


ſort withme;tempratians ofthe carnal} 
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+ conſiamned;. Lnaven, this. i in this 
=> £{ wite ve $6 -oe, pare, robalkery 
you)and chat other we mentioned of ffeiow” cacth, and 
curſing , ſer before us by God, the leaving to our option whe+ 
kt, the xewo indnies we will haves ape :bne 
this hath made it moſt perebly. reaforable,thac nia 


es xopoly wiv, as Clanens Haint Pods ca rAUy - — 
chat eternity put into wr baydeby Chriſt, and make his deliberate 
covenant with death, that ris itmmortall part may die <ter> 
nally, ſhould be thought brmeg vm ror or Ha: beakiin, 
40 - RE__ partwnh it. 
| how mth themprexatic; zind':cinnpn;: and: 
will « oequire at:our hands to[koepgarcovarthatone 
chat {ſpring of life and death, 'that-jemnraim of froece'and! 


cilante 
ry, 


Poyr 
Dy nvvevts 


fovy chum lay or nadetialley 
them or 

liberation .jn-thoworld! © heartrwi 
chis principleotfadtion, Keep it aborball ke 
the ifſues of life, Prav. 4-2 3. Tharoibes! 


Amateers-licche;fo IThodd offmy conſent; celiff cher; tip: 
pity>andihitallthe Devils in Heltarod whiſpering! 
my within me, xt marteras little, fol mejefrhe\ fl ; 
Reliſt, and he fhall flie; that he'is looſeeotempe,whis)is any tm— 
felicity-pethaps, bytnor my guilt, Tand chatmiſhap improved 
inc a bleting, 1d\W cn eulne{ ohis 

kicaveny to'buſemy patience, and exercifemy vigitance; &o-ſer 


pat my Chriſtian walonrfro make into capable of the REY 


fcſt,ang hen rhe crown; xlie Nations left toprove Tſaet, Jud 
myeaand to ri there warreaerf. 2: at Jea ft fauh as-before - a 
thing whereof. Qnely be ſarc that thoſe Navionsgornort the: 


per hand, tv that purpadethat theybe not 'pamperid and)ied 


[nd high ti] they. grow perulansandwru / that this Juni 
me denial its $.: Shs it, this: Ayer bertopeie .of the 
man puevenot:ithe Rider's Maſter: this is che eſt 


_—_ -thenzeproach in ahe world; which you will more: 


diſcern: 


temptera kind ofxdoaative of 
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"Giſreni i yea proceed Om 'thedorhpertiion x0-Nbe ow 

 titors;iande abbot war Pa; $ApIrirf ant Miſh, Gol 
| tr 9. Devitzas inthe Jews Barabbar” and Chriſhy my ſecond 
' parti lag 10 00 BNTYESL ST I VETO got oat 


| "Fisnone of the leaſt af Gods mercies among his- diſpenſe» 


tions ofprovidence, tharthecompetition! falls to'be berwixt 
ſach perſons foacknowledgetly-diftant;and hugely contrary, 
. 1 Chriſt and a Birabbas;tho ofic 1o i pretious, and the other 1b 


vile;the Prince of peace, and the Authour of an Inſurreiion, a cwrlp 
and an Smxwor,n Saviour, and « Deſtroyer; had it been betwixt a 
«Chriſt.and ai Nicodemivs, a Carpenters Sonne, and a Rabby of 
Ruler in Tfrael, the choice might havebeen more difficult ,' ot 
'the-riiiſtake more px hble ; But fo God loved the world,” ſich 
were the niches af his itacts t9-an 'infatuated' rebellious 
people, he ſers before abeautifull Chriſt, and an odious 
Hogs tomake hjtamore beaurifull, to make it impoſſible for 


them tobe fo mid, ay eo refuſe 'and finally to rejeft Chriſt, that | 


was an:fuch grbu din fatk-cowpanya ſuing and'impor- 
$uning for their fivokr,none bur a Baicbbar to pretend againſt 
bim, that that notion had of trim migh ſerve- inſtead of the 
"fiſhes.gall tro tecover the blind Ti obitr fight help the blindeſt 'nata- 
rallman allure Expewhar ro eruble, if nor eletdle, in 
4aheChriſt;thit in'fo poora choicezari andervalurd,prejudg'd: 
ſcaridaſous: Feſad nity Lohneideace to be confidered, Fur mlb A 
pxchtment uliews vitiss to the faults of the other, though rioe 
»intutibus ſuis'to any thing amiable or eſtimable in himſelf. The 
fame acunomy you may generally obſerve even from the firſt 
'of Paradiſeto this day; When-our firſt parents were the prize; 
the Competitors were of ſomewhat a: diſtant making, * God 
andthe Serpent, not the King of Heaven 'and:one of his chief 


Courtiers, God and: an' Archanpel' of: light, but God anda . 


Camncd Spirit, a black Prince;and he but in very homely dif 
guiſc,but of a Serpent, which though he were then a 7:7gamdor, 
as Cedrenus out of fomeof the Antients wil have it,fomewhat 
ataller iand goodlicycreature;then now the: Serpent is, that 


' his Legs be cut off; et the-Text ſaith, a beaſt for all thar, I and 


that beaſt branded for oraft,: infamous for the ſubtilſ} creature , 
and ſo not likely to prove. the moſt boreſt and CO 
re$315: | - their 
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ſpeak, contrary to his kind, there was ſure ſome ſorcery in 
1 28; andall this, one would th ink, was enough to have added 
authority to God by ſnch a prejudged Competitor.And juſt ſo 
was it to the Iſraclites at-their comming out of Xgypt,God & a 
cruel Pharaob,a Deliverer anda-Tyrant, one to have them ſlaves 
in Zgypt,t'other to have them Princes in Canaama ſufficient in- 
equality betwixt the Pretenders,that it might be impoſſible for 
any to prefer the Onions and the Garlick before the Manna and 
the Kingdome. After 'twas betwixt God anda golden Calfe,a 
Caltfe {1l,no very honorable creature,though'twere of gold; 
and anon betwixt God and a braſen Serpent,Serpent & braſen. 
too, neither form, nor metall to commend ic,andall along 
through the heathen world the competition was yet more un- 
uall;betwixt the God of Heaven, and Wood and Stoneof the 
Farth » the' moſt glorious Creator,and vileſt Creature,nay the 
Plece of wood;as the Prophet ſets it,that was not fit for an 
uſe, not ſo muchas to be burnt, the very refuſe of the refuſe is the 
thing the Idol was made of, and none but that Idol thought fit 
tobea Competitor with God for the adoration. If you look 
back to Jada again, at the time of the great competition for 
the hearts of Tſrae/betwixt Rehoboam and Feroboam;it was ſtill of 
the ſame making, betwixt a Kings ſon, and a Servant, a right 
Heir and a cunning Seducer, a kinde of Serpent again, yes, and 
betwixt the glorious Temple of Feruſalem on one fide, and the 
upſtart Dan and Bethe! on t'other, the high Prieſt on- one fide, 
and the baſeſt of the People on the other, betwixt the Calves 
at that Dan, and the Cherubims at that Feruſalem, and ſo ſtill 
there was advantage enough, one would think, on Gods fide 
againſt ſuch Competitors; And if we look now abroad into the 
moft idoliz'd adored Diana's, the fins that get all the cuſtome 


awzy from Chriſt, the onely rivals with him for our ſouls, we. 


ſhall find them but little advanced above that old pitch, little, 
Jovelier the theSerpent,juſt ſuch are our crafts,our unſan&ified 
counſels, our wily artifices, that have nothing but Serpent in 
their compoſition, little honourabler then the Calfe, juft ſuch 
are our Gods of gold, which I cannot mention, but in Moſes 
paſſion, O this people have committed a great ſin, have made them Gods 
of gold! all piety transformed and contrafted into the —_ 

that 
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that one ſhrine, ourgainethe onely godlinefſe we can hear of : 
and then a multitude more, of a yet viler making, fit ongly for 
a competition with that knotty refuſe piece of wood of which 
the Mot was made: the more ſhame they ſhould outvie amoſt 
glorious God, a Chrift, that ifhe had nothing in his life ami» 
able, yer hath died for us, and ſo hath dearely parchaſed a 
eitle to our love, yea and a bleſſed Spirit, come downe 
on purpoſe to ſublime our judicative- faculty , to con- 
vince the world of the unreaſonableneſſe of fin ; yea and 
a poor thirſty a ſoule ( which hath ſome reaſon to 
_ kindneſſe from us ) a heaven and an immortall 
bliffe. . | 
Confider bat a few of that glittering train of raigning 
fins in this our Land, in this my auditory, and be aſtoniſhed 
O earth, that they ſhould ever be received in competition with 
Chrift. The oaths that alt the importunity = our week 
Sermons turned into Satyrs againſt that ſin,cannot either ſteale 
or beg from ns, what gain or profit do they afford us? which 
ofour ſenfesdo they entertaine, which of our faculties do they 
court® an _ profitlefſe gemptationleſſe ſin, ſenſuality one- 
ly to the devil-part in us, famed out ofhell into our mouths 
in a kindoft hypochondriacal fit; an affront to that ſtrift come». 
mand of Chriſt, his ego autem, to his Diſciples, Ent I ſay unto you, 
Chriftians, ſwerre not at all: the beſt quality that it can pretend 
to, is that that Hierocles of old mentions with indignation 
Te3s darennip oem Nye, to fill upthevacuities of the ſpeach, to 
expreſie and man a rage, i.e. toa& a mad man the more perfe&t- 
ly. And ofhimthat h-th in his time ſworn overall the Fairs of 
his head, T would 11 ask but this one queſtion, mve 7717 xxgner, 
what fruit had he then of this fin, (then when it was full in his 
month, a fiwetling his cheeks) whereof be is now aſhamed, cannot 
chaſe but baſh, his eares glow, or be in ſome pain till I have 
done ſpeaking of it : and yet. beyond this, the end of thoſe 
things is death, a ſeverall fiend in hc]1 moſt ſadly to come, the 
payment of every ofthoſe gainlefſe oaths. It were buta 4x7, 
or cold addreffe to.this kindof finner, to beſpcak him in that, 
expoftulating ſtile; what advantageth it to gain the whule morld and 
lofe his owne ſiule ? *ewere more to his purpoſe "om 
advan- 
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advantageth it him to gaine not one atome, or moſt diminutive 
part ofthe world, not the leaſt acquiſition of any thing . defire- 
able even to the carnall man, ſatistaftory to any part of his 
' appetite, ſave that (in a manner, Platonick) delignleſſe love of 
| inning, and cuining his owne ſ{oule, and yet to doe that as 
ſure, asif he had Satans totum hoc, his whole Exchequer of 
wealth and honour in exchange tor it? I ſhall rather adde,what 
ſhall that man give in exchange for his ſoul to get it back again, 
which he hath parted with ſo cheap without any barter, ſold 
it for nought and taken no mony for it,in the Pſalmiſts phraſe, 
and now cannot redeem it with all his patrimony. *T would 
grieve one, I confeile, that did but weigh this {in 1n this bal- 
lance, and obſerve the Teke! in the wall over againſt-it, how 
light and kexy and impertinent a fin this is, to heare thit any 
body ſhould be damned for it in another . world, part wich 
ſuch treaſures for ſuch trifles, make ſuch African voyages , 
carry out the ſubſtantial] commodities of a good land, andre- 
turn witha fraight of toies or monſters, pay ſc hugely deas 
for ſuch perfe& nothings; and yet 'twould grieve. one more, 
that this fin ſhould glitter in a Proteſtant Court, become part 
ot the gallantry and civility of the place, I and defame and 
curſe our Armies, that the improſperouſneſle, ruine, perhaps 
myocheiz,of a whole Kingdome ſhould bef imputable toone 
ſuch andall our prayers to Heaven for you, be outfounded and 
drowned with & wo moſt contraryeloquence. ?Twere the ſin, 
jufteft thing in the world, that he, that upon my preſent in- 
Rance, (this more then Jwies re d40ie, ſecond admonition ) will 
not now vow to part forever with this one fin, ſo threatfull 
to his Soveraigne, his Country, his own ſoul, to the hots 
gone forth againſt the enemy, toall that is or ſhould be pre- 
tious to him, and fo obey gainleſſe to himſelt in his vi- 
Jeſt capacity, even as a ſenſuall brute, ſhould never be admitted 
within theſe dores againe, never be preached to more, never be 
conſidered a Chriſtian ſo much as in profeition, that will part 
with his true Chriſt or Jeſus, rather then with the names 
of them to blaſpheme by ; That he ſhould be delivered 
up to Satan, as the primitive Offenders were , #47avigeax 
to- be corporally Ry, by him, +: 2a50 gov caguds, = 
2 e 
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the tearing that foule tongue , that noyſome piece of fleſh 

.out of his mouth, that by that means at leaſt, mwdwbj wi 

faaopnar , he may be diſciplined or taught not-to blaſ-- 
heme. | : 

Will you look into another fin (a time of humiliation may 
be an excuſe for the Cp of uncleanneſſe, whether 
of the eye, the libidinous look, that men are ſo hardly per- 
ſwaded to believe to bea fin, ( i. e. in effe&,that Chriſt forbade 
any thing under that phraſe of looking on a Woman to luſt) or 
whether that of the tongue that oris tuprum,unſavoury diſcourſe, 
rotten, putrid, noyſome converſation, which. makes it ſo ab- 
ſard for that man ever to pray, (to bleſſe God in the Church 
with that part that was ſo polluted in the Chamber ) or whe- 
ther the groſſer ſin, the making members of Chriſt members of a 
Hart, | cn by the Apoſtleas an huge expreſſion, members 
ofa Swine, a Toad, had been nothing to it) what is this, but 
a Barabbas ſtill, a Robber in competition with Chriſt for 
that body, which is, ſaith-the Apoſtle, for the Lord, and not 
for fornication, 1 Cor. 6.13. A vile infamous crime, that ftaies 
not for the moſt part for its hell, its puniſhment in another 
world, meets with its Limbo, its Tophet here, torments and 
curſes enough in this life, if they might have leave to be con- 
ſidered. 

'Tis worth obſerving in the New Teſtament, that the name 
of Idolatry, not often mentioned there, doth moſt times very 
probably denote this fin of wnclearneſſe or carnality ; the obſer- 
vation might be made good at large, if *twere now ſeaſona- 
ble;and Iwould to God my auditory would be perſwaded;thus 
tO keep themſelves from Tdolr,to flic from this kind of idolatry,that 
mens natures have a thouſand times more temptations to , 
then that other ſin that bears the envy of all our miſery, the 
Idolatry that the ſacrilegions ſo declaim at : believe me, there 
is not a finne more imcompetible with the Goſpel-mercy, a 
more unreconcileablerivall of all Godlineſſe, a greater waſter 
of conſcience, griever and quencher of the Spirit;a more per- 
fe piece of Atheiſme, and Heatheniſme, be it in the faireſt 
 outfide Chriftian, nor withall greater blaſting and curſeto a 

# Nation, an Army, a Garriſon town, then the permiſſion of 
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this one {in, the voice of it crying to heaven, as loud as Sodom 
for fire from Heaven , for judgement upon the place. Remember 
the fierce judgement in Shittim > Numb. 25. upon the peoples 
joyning to Baal Peor, that filthy heatheniſh Idol, expounded 
ver.I. by comming whoredome with the daughters of Moab;the 
heads ofi the people,remember that, the heads of the people, the 
principall men in Ifae!, either becauſe they were moſt guilty, 
or becauſe the matter __—_ ſuch an expiation, muſt x 6 
hang'd up againſt the Sun , that the anger of the Lord might be 
turned away from Iſrael, (and 1 believe *twouldpoſe a man to 

give any reaſon why this ſin ( of adultery at leaſt) in this Land, 

as well as ftealing ofa trifle, ſhould not be awardedin the tile 

of that text wich hanging up againſt the ſun) and the command 

there is to them in place of judicature to ſee the execution of 
the Law againſt them, Slay you every one bis men, v.5. But this is 
a Judaicall outdated puniſhment among us, and it hath been 
the cunning of Satan that it ſhould be ſo, who having pro- 
ſper'd ſo far for his clients, would not be quiet till he had 

gotten al kind of reftraint or diſcouragementof this fin to be ſo 

£00, till he had made the ſouleſt inc«fta far cheaper fin and ſafer 

poſſeſſion, then the praice of ſome Chriſtian vertues; nay , 
which is obſervable to the laſting ſhame of this land, till the 
injured man thus deſpoiled and robbed by the adulterer, be 
made, by a kind of naturall cuſtome,the onely infamous per= 
ſon,and the Baratbas that robbed him puniſh'd onely with that 
curſe in the Goſpel, ofhaving all men ſpeak well of him. O what is 
this, but as the Pſalmiſt ſaith,to bleſſe them whom God abhors,or as 

the Prophet, Mal. 3. 14, Andnow we call the proud, happy; and 
they that work, wickedneſſe, are ſet up | Believe it, One or two 
ſach ponderous guilts as theſe are able to keep the juſteft 
cauſe how bwoying up itſelf, and our ferventeſt prayers from 

their wav ixvey, from working any ſaving miracles upon a 

land. 

I wiſh there were now no more Barrabbas's amongſt us, a cans 
vaſſing againſt Chriſt, but I muſt not flatter you with ſo ſhore 
a catalogue; Look on your indevotion, that heartlefſe zeallefle 
behaviour in this very houſe of God. Your hearing, which is 
moſtly the faireſt part of you, = is it but asof a Rhetor at 
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adcsk, to commend ordiſlike,the ſame which you have as well 
for the ſtage as the pulpit, aplaudite or an biſs; and for that 0- 
ther of prayer, though it be for thoſe bleſlings of peace, of ſafe- 
ty,the Shalom that many men have more devotion for,then that 
other great ſenſe of that word, the ſalvation of their ſouls,and 
which ardent prayer is the onely means tobcing down upon 
us; yet what cold addreſſes, what wandring eyes and thoughts, 
what irreverent negligent motions, what yawning in ſtead of 
ſighing out our parts of it, what abſolute indifference, it God 
wHl take our own witnelſe, whether we be heard or no? This 
want of ardency in us, this no fire on our Altar of incenſe, is 
certainly the thing that hath provoked Ged to deliver up our 
Liturgy to Satan,to oppoſe and maligne, to calumniate and 
defameasat this day; The Lord pardon ns our part of this 
fin. This is the perferring of a Barabbas too, a Rob- 
ber, a Devil perhaps, that fteales away our hearts from 
Chriſt, even when weare in cloſeſt converſe with him. As for 
faſting, what igthat but on empty, formall, unſignificant name? 


The ſcorne of the Phariſees twice a week, hath quite driven it 


out of our Calender. O conſider this, and but once more con- 
ſider, Look on the Sermon in the Mount, the ſeverall graces 
and duties that there make up the Chriftia ſomewhat above the 
Pitch of a Scribe or Phariſee, and then every of the contrary 
vices, nay the very Jewiſh or Heathen, the morall or naturall 
mans vertues, that come fhort of that high Philoſophy, are 
every one the Baraubas in theText,direftly this Jewiſh Choices 
He that cannot forgive an enemy, bleſſe him,pray for him,heap 
alt the hot burning coals of charicy upon his head, and melt 
him by that artifice, rather then break him , ruine him,damn 
him by any other, what doth he but prefer his owne revenge- 
fall luſt, that helliſh piece of ſenſualiry, that food for the 
Wolfe, the Vultur, the Salamander, the Devill in him dirc&ly 
before the commands, not onely counſels of Chriſt ? and fo 
mn hunc fed Barabbam , a Barabbas is till the Choice, and the 
Ghrift the reprobate ſtill; which brings meto the 3d particular, 
the Choice it ſelf, not onely preferring one before other, bur x. 
abſolutely rejefting of one:and then 2.ad evitandum vacuum, to 
fH up the yacuity, pitching upon tother, nem, ſed, not this, 
tet, 8c. And 
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— Andr. abſolutely mot this, a downright reiterated noham = 
hunc,moſt vehement diſlikes to Chriſt atioon as ever he is men< 
tioned: the Jewes had particular quarrels to him,#0wrSaaitoſe,. 


they were many times ſcandalized at bim, but not they onely , 


but it ſeems we Gentiles too, the naturall nun receives not the 
things of the Spirit, whether the graces or the promiſes, © 5,4, 
be receives them not, not onely that hecannot attain to them:for 
that is faid in the latter words, neither can he know them , but 
& Sera, be receives them not, will not accept them when they are 
offered, for they are foo/iſtmeſſe to him, not worth taking up ir 
the ſtreets, he cannor ſtoop to ſuch trifles; and in another place 
the ſame Apoſtle ſaith ie of Chriſt cracithed, Ts the Fewer & 
ſtumbling block, ,and to the Gemiles foolifÞneſſe ; the things of the 
ſpirit arefoolithneſſe, and the Chriſt fooliſhneſſe roo, we not 
onely not chaſe him, when any other comes in compert- 
tion with him, but not take him when none; An a— 
to Chriſt as Chrift,an abſolute adverſation, rejeftion of ſuch 
merchandiſe,though there were no price to be paid for them. 
This isa myftery of hell, let us view it a while,and to that end 
conſider Chriſt, in the two main parts of him,in which he ſhines 
moſt illuſtrious towards us,His grace9and his promiſes, the diet 
all the yeare long for his fervants, andthe wages at'the end of 
his ſervice; the viaticum he affords in the voyage, and- the re- 
ward m the haven. | 
For the former of thefe, for grace, the Bridegrooms feaſt, 
Euke 14. which ſo many were bid to, fee there what diffcaley- 
there is to bring men to it, not onecomes- on the firff invitati- 
on, though it ſeems all were really expedcd, and the. enter- 
tainment provided ; whenall is ready , the fervanrsare-again 
ſent ont to tell them, they are ftatd for, and the iffae ts; they all 
with one conſent began tom ke excuſes , the feaſt was ready, grace 
ready to be ſpoyPd for want of ghefts, and yet neither civility 
nor pity,nor common gretitude can work ups them,or extort- 
the acceptance of ſuch a donative; The field, the Oxen, the Wife, 
are like the Barabbas here, notthe excuſes of their contempr, 
pretences onely and opportunities of getting off more cleanly, 
from Chrift; and if you marke it, ſo it is. There's nothing: 
tht weave lezrned ſo perfe&t from Adam as that, art- 6f —_ | 
| , ſez. 
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ſes; and withall, nothing that we ſo vehemencly delire to be 
excuſed from, as the power of grace, when it makes toward. 
our ſouls, when by the preaching ot the word powerlully 
applied, with an [ Awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from ihegons'} 
and [ O conſider this ye that forget God, leſt he teare you in pieces | an 

[ Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh: | when by the meſſage 
of that Angel come up cloſe to us , the Holy Ghoſt begins t» 
overſhadow and beget Chriſt in us, that procreative light of 
Heaven darting its beams, and thoſe attended with ſome con- 
ceptions of holinefſe in a carnall breaſt, O how uneafie we 
are, how incombred,till we can get rid of this burthen, like ſo. 
many harlots that live by the trade of not conceiving,or when 
that wil not be done,force an abortion if it be poſlible;we muſt 


 beexcuſedfrom that auſterity, we are impatient of being ſo 


attenuated, and ſpiritualized, wrackt, though ic be but from 
our lees; the laſt Raſh of the.candle, pangs of the expiring ſoule 
are time enough for this bearing fruit unto God. Lord make 
us chaſt, make us ſober, make us humble then, 7et me die the 
death of the righteow , and my laſt end be like his , let me 
havea ſhow'r of ſan&ity, a Clinicks baptiſme, ſome good 
wholſome wiſhes, or ejaculations to bath me before my laſt 
Journey, an Elias's fiery Chariot of zeale then to hurry me to 
Heaven , . ſed noli modo, Lord none of this purity yet, the 
w1\vrue aca Ban uXHis in Emapins, the danger of being all ſoule, 
all holineſſe, and heavenly mindedneſs fo early,is a fad fright- 
full thing for a young Courtier, a young Souldier, a young 
Academick, for any that are under the age, or not come to the 
infirmities of the Clinici in the Primitive Church, (choſe that 
would notbe Baptized till they were ready to die, and fo were 
literally 8aT7/Couera ate veupav, baptized for dead, then and 
not till then defired to be baptized.) Holinefle is a dull me- 


| Eancholy thing, fit onely for a hypechondriack to be entertained 


with. Thus when the creſt-faln Iſraelites were to be redeemed 
from an Zgypt to a Canaan, they crie out upon Msſes and Aaron, 
Exod.s5. chide with their Saviours, abomin their Deliverers ; 
thus the harraſt degenerous emaſculate ſlave 1s offended with a. 
Fubilee, a wanumiſlion, ſervitude is his ſenſuality, he will not. 
goe out tree, brings his eareto his Maſter and deſires to be, bored 
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thorow it, that he may te a flave for ever. Once more, thus the 
man poſſeſſed with no lefſe then a legion of Devills, caſting him 


ſometime into the fire, ſometime into the water,tearing him till he foa-/ 
r<thagain, is paſlionately faln in love with that legion, hath : 


not the paticnce to be rid of theſe Devills; when Chriſt comes 
to caſt them out, heis moſt out of charity with that Chriſt, 
T #0 x, oi; what baveT to doe with thee ? not thou Devil that 
haſt tormentedmeall this while , but thou Feſus the eternall Son, 
or thou Piety the precious grace of G:d, art thou come to torment, 
z, e. to ſanifie or diſpoſſefſe me before my time? torment me by 
delivering me from the Tormentor, diſeaſe by curing, poyſon 
me by thy balm or balſome, wound me by thy mollitying plai« 
ſters, condemn me to Hell by bringing me into a fight of Hea- 
ven? thus when the Beloved comes and knocks at the dore of 
theeſpouſed ſoule, Open to me my ſiſter, my love, and there waits 
without dores moſt unſeaſonably and beyond all patience, till 
bis head be filld with the dew, and his locks with the drops of the night, 
all the anſwer that is to be had is no more but this, T have put off 
my coat , how can Tput it on? Thavewaſh'd my feet, how ſhall T defile 
them? T have put offrighteouſneſſe like a garment, denudated my 
ſelf ofall that louks like holineſle, _s all the wooings of the 
true-belovedcannot give me patience to put it on again,I have 
waſh'd my feet in mire or ink, douz'd my carnall affe&ions in 
all the vilenefſe in the world, and how fhall Idefile them with 


grace,pollute them with chaſtity,defame or profane them with 


any thoughts of holinefſe? thus doth the ſwine waſh her ſelfe 
in the mire, and he that comes to cleanſe defiles her; the ſinner 
never ſo well pleaſed as when he is given #Þ to all vile affefions, 
the offers of Chriſt,the importunities of grace go for the onely 
oppreſſion and uſurpation, and tyranny in the world, and 
ſo non hunc, not this man , not Chriſt, as Chriſt fignifies grace, 
that inchoation of Sanity that hee came to bring a- 
MOnNg us. 

And non hunc again, as that ſignifies the promiſes which Chriſt 
brought with him, though thoſe promiſes be of all that is valu- 
able to immortal] ſouls, of nothing but heaven and bliſſe, nor 
bunc, noneof Chriſt when he comes but a Herald of theſe. For 
even againſt this, we have two diſlikes. 
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x. This blifle is ofa new ſpiritual! making, (and thatis one 
reaſon why we deſpiſe the promiles )) conliſts in the viſion of 
God, contemplation of heavenly excellencies, nothing of the 
Turkiſh carnall paradiſe in it , nothing that this feth and 
bloud,:the habicuall finner can tell what to make of. I remem- 
ber Philoponws his conceit, that ts have a right apprehenſion of Ged, 
"twas neceſſary to ſtudy the Mathematickg;Men naturally cannot un- 
derftand any thing but by phantaſmes, and thoſe fill mixing 
inthe contemplation. of God, makemen fancy God w# cars, 
with matter and corpulency; and the Mathematicks area ne- 
ceſſary means to help us to abſtra&t from that. I would to God 
we had ſome ſuch engine, or crain,or pullie to elevate our fan- 
cies , to make it poſſible to think any thing pleaſure which is 
not corpulent and carnall. A miadneſle, beleeve it, that wee 
wrong the Epicureans to think any of that ancient Se& was 
ever guilty of it; No, they could pleaſe themſelves with ſpi- 
rituall beauty, as far as they apprehended there was any ; wit- 
neſſe Epicurus himſelf, who though he were under thole pains 
of ſtrangury and dyſentery that were not capable of increaſe, 
of which,it ſeems by Laertius,he died, yet,faith he,in his Will, 
em magirem]eTo ano; Temas To x7! uv 221g, the joy of his ſoul was 
able to hold out againſt all theſe : Onely the Mahometan, and the 
carnall Chriſtian, is the true Epicurean ſwine that Horace pro- 
phelied of, that can find no pleaſure, but in the mireand dung- 
hill, and that's one main reaſon of the non hanc, as he refers to 
promiſes; becauſe they are celeſtiall inviſible felicities that he 
cannot find any juice or taſte in. 

But beſides that, there is another reaſon of it, another obje- 
&ion thecarnal Jew-Chriſtian hath to thoſe promiſes, becauſe 
indeed ghey are but promiſes, becauſe of the futurity of them; 
he isainan of ſenſe, and not of faith, filius bujus ſeculi, all for 
preſent poſſeſhons, nothing for advowwſons and reverfions. E- 
pbraim is like the Heifer, ſaith the Prophet, that oveth to tread out the 
corn, the reaſon of that love was becauſe of that law, that the 
mouth of the Oxe or Heifer muſt not be muzzell'd at that time; ſhe is 
allow'd to eat at the inſtanc that ſhe doth the work, is not put 
off to ſo Jong a date , ſo tedious an expeftation of ſweating 
here, and being fed and rewarded in another life, and that 
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made Ephraim love to toyl ſo well. A litthe preſent payment 
will goe farther with her, then the richeſt moſt glorious tuturi« 
ty; Poor ſhort-lighted creatures! who cannot ſee a hand-bredth 
before us, like Socinus, huge enemies of preſcience, will not 
allow it poſſible tor God himlſelt to ſee any futare;farther then 
he hath decreed and determined it. For God to. know, or us to 
beleeve any thing but what is beforeus, is a prodigy that car- 
na] reaſon cannot conſent to; and ſo you ſee the grounds of 


 the{[nmhunc] the no Chriſt abfolutely at a venture, becauſe 


there isnothing in him to be eſteemed, neither form,nor come- 
lineſfſe, no carnall or preſent beauty,that we ſhould defire him, 
Iſa. 53. 2. and therefore it follows, he is deſpiſed, andrejeted 
of men : non 1unc, not this man. 

But then this isnot all; The diſaffe&tion to Chriſt is ſo 
great, that rather then have him, the Barabbas ſhall be releas'd: 
this, you are miſtaken, if you think any large expreſſion to Ba- 
rabbas, they could yalue their own lives better, then to defire 
impunity tor Myrtherers, Theſhort is,they are fo bent againſt 
Chriſt, that ſeeing there is a neceſlity of chooling one for re- 
leaſe, of ſacrificing ſome part of their malice and revenge to 
their preſent feſtivity, they will part with any the moſt rea» 
ſonable part of it, rather then that was pitch'd on Chrift. Ba 
rabbas was a notorious Priſoner , one that had troubled the 
whole City, and every mans appetite was up to have Barabbas 
crucified, and yet rather then Feſus ſhall live, Barabbas ſhall not 
be crucified, more infurre&ions, more bloud, more editions, 
more any thing, rather then bein danger to have Chriſt for 
their King. You may ſee it in St. Peters meditation upon that 
part of the ſtory, AF. 3. 14. But ye denyedthe boly One, andthe juſt, 
and defired a Murtherer to be given unto you, and killed the Prince of life: 
the holy One, thejuſt, the Prince of life, holyneſſe, juſtice, lite 
it felfe, are things not to be endured, to bee hunted, purſued, 
driven out of the world, and in compariſon with them, the 
Murtherer turns St. the moſt abhorred fins ſhal paſſe for moſt 
deſirable rarities, Apolhon the onely friend, and Hell it ſelf the: 
vaſteſt preferment. 

You ſee from hence,that we may draw toward a concluſion, 


What hath help'd Barghbas to his favour, what 'tis that hath 
"VF a brought 
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brought moſt of the ſins ofthe world into faſhion among men? 
notany thing eſteemable or delireable in themſelves, no not ſo 
much as to fleſh and bloud, till a habit and cuſtome hath ſmoo- 
thed them to our throats, ſweetned them to our palates,diſgui- 
ſed their horror,and given us ſome tolerable pleaſure in them. 
Beleeve it, there are few fins but ingenuous nature, when once 
thefury of youth is over, hath ſufficient diſlikes unto, that 
owpvr6 xoſ©, the light of natural conſcience, that 3px & cx: ore 
ou mis hop even, in Hierocles, emtyſuinia avipars, in Arri- 
ans ſtile, that oath or promiſe, that ſacrament in the mothers 
wombe that every man takes to God, when he hath firſt leave 
to become a man, can help us to hate them perfe&tly. Extemplo 
quodcunque malum committitur, ipſt diſplicet : that one auxiliary in 
our breaſts is abundantly able to tortifie againſt them, ſo far, 
that the man ſhal 1 ſay really and in ſobriety, he hath no pleaſure 
in them; but then in many others there isa keen tooth , a ſting- 
ing tail over and above the no pleaſure,many torminz and twin- 
ges ſuper-added: the Drunkard that follows that trade of beſti- 
ality moſt cloſe, finds it a very painfull joyleſſe calling, I will 
reveal the ſecret ofhis confeſſion, though he fall into it oft, he 
hath no pleaſure in it, no joy in thoſe daily vomits, were they 
not phy lick againſt ſomething elſe,againſt that burthen of time + / 
that lies ſo unſupportable upon his hands, againſt melancho- 
ly, againſt pangs and twinges of conſcience,like Cain's building 
of Cities, and his Children inventing of Mufick, that thenoiſe 
of the Hammers and the meledy of the Inſtruments might oat- 
ſound thedin within him, or at leaſtto take up quarter before 
Chrift, to help ſtop the ear from that ipivva owanſ}, that ſtill 
whiſpering trumpet in Appian, fitfor the ſecret invaſion of the 
foul, to keep him from the pain, or perhaps the reproach of 
being too preciſe : and moſt other finsare of the like making, 
we flie to them as to our refuge to ſave us from Chriſt, as the 
horns of our Altar to keep us from that Goel which wee dread, 
as the Revenger of bloud, our onely enemy and perſecutor in 
the world. Tisnotany prime pa. "ag any ſpecial excellency 
we find in our carnall entertainments (thoſe not onely vanities 
but vexativns, not onely unſatisfying, but wounding acquiſiti- 
ons, thoſe gainlefſe torments, thoſe painted flics, with _ 
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hooks under them _) that makes us ſo paſſionately dote upon 
them, (the Jews, were not in love with Barabbas but onely 
our prejudiccs to Chriſt, our vehement diſlikes to holineſſe, 
our impatience of any thing that may do us good,our league 
with perdicion, our covenant with death, our zeal to hell,and 
abſolute reſolvednefſe to be miſerable eternally. 

Such malice hath every ſinner to his-own ſoul, ſuch hating 
to be reformed, that the paintull'ſt uneaſieſt (in , the moſt pro= 
digal expenccful luſt, a very Sogome of filch-and burning, noe 
onely the (ins of Sd»me,but the fire and brimſtone rain'd down 
and mixt with the fins, gotten into their compoſition, ſhal be 
abundant pleaſure and Epicuriſme to him, that hath found no 
other ſtay to his appetite. Iappeal to your own conſciences, 
whether many of you have not ſuffer'd more hardſhip in Satans 
ſervice, then any man hath in Gods? whether your very ſins 
have not coſt you dearer, then everany Martyr paid to get to 
heaven ? Tel me, hath not your luſts had martyrs of you, ma- 
ny paſſed thorow the fire to Moboch ? hath not your ambition 
had martyrs of you, many a baſe ſubmiſſion, a toylſome pluck, 
a climbing or crawling up that hil of honor ? Beleeve it, the 
Poer jeer'd you in that not truth butirony , that farcaſme and 
bitter taunt againſt you, facilis deſcenſus Averni, the ideſcent to 
hell is an eaſfte paſſage; If he ſpake what he thought, I am con= 
fident you can give him the lie, produce your ſelves ſo many 
viſible demonſtrations of the contrary truth,that you can ſhew 
himby your ſcars as 'twere, by the halfmoon in your breafts, 
whata tyrannicall, Turkiſh task-maſter Satan hath been to 
you. *Tis an ordinary paſſage in the ſtory of Fulian, that when 
he received his deaths wound, hefell a railing at Chriſt; buc 
Philoſtorgius ſeems to reCtifie the ſtory, tels us, it was his owne 
Gods, i.e. Devils that he rail'dat., that he took his blood in his 
hand out of his wound, and caſt it againſt the Sun , his deitied 
Idol, with a xopi;2r7, be thou fatisfied; yea, and call'd the reſt of 
his many Gods, faith he, raxis 73 & «airjexs ( ſo the Manuſcript 
hath it) evil and execrable perſons, 735 4v7# 38% wgxonoyary Cure 
ſing and declaiming at his own Gods,and not at Chriſt: the a 
plication is plain, the Devil he 1s the bloudy Maſter, his is = 
courſe ſervice, and ſad wages, not Chriſts; none is ſo fit to be 
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curſt by his owne Clicnts as that Prince of Darknefle, 
agaor wovr2 775, the Monarch Ruler of this Age of ours. I 
bave reaſon to belceve there are no fitter Judges to appeal to in 
this particular then my preſent auditory. 'T wasa French Fri- 
ers conceit, that Courtiers were of all men the likelyeſt to bear 
him company to his Covent, not onely fitteſt, but likelyeſt to 
forſake the warld, and turn Penitentaries. He judg'd it, becauſe 
ſuch an one of all others had moſt reaſon to be diſpleaſed with 
the pleaſures ofthe world, he hath ſeen to the bottome of ſen- 
ſual delights, found the emptyneſle and torments of thoſe 
things, which the diſtance and ignorance that other men are 
Kept at, makes them behold with reverence and appetite; the 
Courtier hath made the experiment, and ſees how ſtrangely the 
world is miſtaken in its admired delights, and with Selomon, at- 
ter a glut of vexatious nothings, is now fit to turn Eccleſiaſtes, 
or Preacher. I wiſh you would be but atſo much leiſure, as to 
think of the Friers meditation, that you would try what mor- 
titying Sermons you could make out of yourr own obſervati- 
ons, concerning the vanity of ſenſual miſcalled pleaſures. I am 

confident you would be very eloquent, able to outpreach all 
the Orators you ever heard from the Pulpit, to write more pa= 
thetical deſcriptions of the madnefle ofa carnal life, then from 
any more innocent Speculator could be hoped for. That you 
may begin that aſefa?, *edifying, laſting Sermon, Iſhal cloſe up 
mine, having at length run thorow the particulars ofmy Text, 
ſhewed you your ſelves in the Jewiſh glaſſe, if it were poſſible 
to put you out of countenance,to ſhake you out ofall tolerable 
good opinion of your ſelves: And now let every man go home 
witha | tu es homo] he is the very Jew Thave preach'd of all this 
while. O that he would think fit to hate that Jew, humble him, 
labour his converſion, bring him down into the duſt, if ſo be there 
may yet be bope : And that God that can bring from the duſt of 
death again, open thisdore to vs a forlorn deſtitute people! ſo 

ſhal we ſee and praiſe the power and ſeaſonable bounty of our 

Deliverer, and aſcribe unto him (as our onely tribute) the ho- 

nor, theglory, the power, the praiſe, the might, the majeſty, 

thedominion, which through all the Ages of the world have 


been-given to him that fitteth on the Throne, to the holy Spi- 


rit, and to the Lamb for evermore, Amen. St, 
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And as be reaſoned of righteouſneſſe, and temperance, and 
-Judement to come, Felix trembled, 


He Words are the Notes taken from a Sermon 
of St. Pauls; And the ſucceſle it met with among 
the Auditors, the trembling of one Heathen 
Officer that was at it, is intirely the conſidera- 
tion that commended it to me at this time, in 
hope it might help to perform that ſtrange 
work, beget a ſpiritual palfie or ſoul-quake in 
the Chriſtian ſinner, that worke kind of Heathen at the repe- 
tition. 

There's matter enough, God knows, of trembling abroad, 
(though there were never a judgment to come) to put us all into 
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Belſhazzars paralytick poſture( the countenance changed, the 
thoughts troubled, the joynts of the Joyns looſed, and the 
knees {miting againſt one another)and we bear it with a ſtrange 
conſtancy, continue ſtil in as perte& an unconcern'd tranquil- 
lity, as if 'rwere bur a Scene, a Romance, a News from Germa- 
- nyall this while:the Jonas that is gone down to ſicep in the ſides 
ofthe Ship, and is the cauſe of all this tempeſt, muſt not be a- 
waked after all theſe billows, our kthargick habits of fin not 
diſturbed, onely a few cowardly Marjners may be allowed to 
pray every man to his God, and that's the utmoſt that all theſe 
prodigies of vengeance can extort fromus. 

You wil therefore give me leave to count ita prize, that 1 
have herefound a clap of thunder, that could awakeſomebody, 
a Sermon that fet one Felixa trembling,l ſhould betoo happy, 
if the repeating of it might havethe ſame effeft here preſent, Ard 
as he reaſoned of, &c. 

In the Words I ſhall but obſerve, 

I, The matter of St. Paul s Sermon, righteouſneſſe, and tem- 
perance, and judgment to come. 


And 2. the form of it byway of reaſoning. As for the trem- |. 


Bling, that muſt be Gods work on you while treat of theſe. 

The matter I muſt conſider, 1. Abſolutely, then as it is here 
clothed in a double relation, 1. To the Text on which 'twas 
preach'd, and that you ſhall ſee in the verſe precedent, to be the 
Faith ef Chriſt. 2. In relation to the prime Auditor, Felix,whe- 
ther,asan Officer of Ceſars, or asa Heathen, or as one peculiarly 
guilty of theſe ſins, to which thediſcourſe isaccommodated. 

I begin firſt with the matter, confider'd abſolutely, righte- 
ouſneſſe, 8c. 

T hree grand particulars, which a, they are common 
places, and vulgar themes, may yet have leave to give you ad- 
vertiſementsa while. . 

The NMngwoovry, whether juſtice,or righteouſneſle in the front, 
( if you had the Fathers with, to ſee and hear St. Paylin the 
Pulpit, a preſſing at large what you have here onely In brachy- 
graphy) would look very fternly upon the moſt unrighteous 
oppreſlions of the many; that trade: of ſubtilty and intricacy, 
that hath gotten the incloſure of all, not onely the wealth and 
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greatnelſe of the world, but of the credit alſo,the reputation of 
wiſdome, yea and of vertue too; the onely honorable handiome 
quality, that all our reſpe&s and eſtimations are paid to; that 
new body of morality, thatin ſtead ofthe 01d out-dated deſpi- 
ſed rules of juſtice and uprightneſſe, hath ſet up that one belo- 
ved law of ſelf-preſervation, (that other Antipheron in the Rhe- 
toricks that aiwaies ſeeth his own piure betore him, anditf 
healch, or ſecurity may be acquired, can ſay to himſelf, as Pa- 
racelſus to his ſcrupulous Patient, it the cure be wrought,what 
matter is it whether it be by God, or the Devil?) in ſtead ofthe 
comfortofa pure immaculate conſcience, the pleaſureand fa- 
tisfaftion of having out-witted and over-reach'd our Brethren; 
the joy and raviſhment, the high taſte and ſenſuality;as it were, 
of an indireCt a&ion, being to him far above the advantageand 
gain of it; and either ofthemable to outweigh the myſtery of 
Godlineſſe, the ( whether conſcience, or _ reward of blameleſſe 


ſoules. 


O! *tisa fatall chara&er of an accurſed rebellious people, 
when in the Prophets ſtile , he that abſtaineth from evill maketh 
nr a prey,when all thoſe gercrous Chriſtian vertues of meek> 


zeſſe, and innecence, aud charity, and not retaliating to enemies, - 


ſhall become both undoing and ſcandalous qualicies, a lawtfull 
prize for every Harpy to ſeize on , and ex abundanti, over and 
above, matter of contumely and reproach to any that ſhal have 
ſo learn'd to be fools of Chriſt. 

And is werea glorious anda royal deſign, worthy the gal- 
lantry of this congregation, & that which would bring Chri- 
{tianicy into ſome credit in the Heathen world, would give us 
more hope of Proſelytes from thence, tken the Apoſtle of the 
Indies( Xaverius with his double Goſpel;one of Chriſt,the other 
of St. Peter) ever brought back his Maſters; if fincerity,and up- 
rightneſffe, and dove-like innocence, (thoſe good natured rari- 
ties that our Saviour could not behold without loving the 
owner of them, although he were no Chriſtian, Mar. 10. 21.) 
might be brought in faſhion ina Court, or Kingdome; if op- 

reſſion and the groſſer afts of piracy might be driven out like 
olves, and Bears, and bears of prey; and diſguiſes,and crafts, 
and cheats, andall kind ofartifices and —_—_— s, haveas mas 
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ny names of vermin allotted to them, and all in one herd pur- 
ſued, and hounded out of the world; if the examples ofa Facob, 
a David, a Nathaniel, a Chriſt, might be permitred to reſcue the 
guileſſe heart and lips ( at leaft ) from reproach,and ſcorne, if 
not from the vultures talons, it it might be eſteemed but as in- 
famous and vile to a, as'ris to ſuffer injuries , as ungentle- 
manly a thing to thrive by fraud, as to periſh by good conlſci- 
ence. Andtill this be ſet a foot among us ( this that an hca« 
then Socrates would, if he were alive again , venture another 
martyrdome to replant among his Athenians ) may this firt 
point of St. Pauls Sermon be forever a ringing in your earcs, 
«ret Iaguoouyne,of rightetuſneſſe,and a thundering judgment to come 
for all thoſe that are not edified by that do&rine. 
2. For Temperance, or, as the word i>xe#7#e, both here and 
* x Cor. 9.25. *elſewhere more properly fignifies Continence,and command of 
& 1gnat. ad paſſions and luſts,the 7 <1 xparr1 xr, the maſtery over a mans ſelf : 
Philip. One cannot in charity to Chriſtendome but ffay upon it a 
675 eye yyhile, and recommend it to mens favour:, ſo far at the leaſt, 
n ie thaticmay findtheordipary juſtice, to be preferr'd ( in their 
ſpeaking of judgments, ifnot their paſſions) before beſtiality and villany, 
men and wo- before the 47ue mim, the infamous afiefions which nature it 
men. {ſelf hath reproach'd and branded, that the preſerving our bo- 
dies the temples of the Holy Ghoſt,may be but as creditable a thing; 
as any of thoſe usnuSea Sanby:e , nom-dyiy Devils, in Gregentins 
phraſe, thoſe impudencies that have put off the veil, thatare 
become ſo daring and confident, fornication, adultery, uncleanneſſe, 
;. e. in'the New Teſtament dialeC&,a5;wm! &Jacazfcias,gutlared 
abominable idlatries; that chaſtity may be kept in ſome counte= 
nance, not paſſe either for ſuch a ſtrange, or ſucha ridiculous, 
fuch an impoflible, or ſuch a ſcandalous rarity. 
Beloved, there was once a piece of Diſcipline in the Church 
of God, of ſending the Devil into ſuch ſwine, of delivering v 
* the incontinent to Satans ſmart, his real corporeal ſtripes, and 
infliftions in the Apoſtles age; and after this ſmart was commu- 
tedfor ſhame;cafting them out of the Charch,out ofthe ſociety 
ofall civil men, is: #Famo, that they might be aftamed. 
It ſeems it was then a morefathionable creditable thing to 
be apraying in the Church, 'then a dallying in the Chaniber; 
ny Continence 
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Cur c__ wei To SEL TIr on ee - uw 


Continence was recommended to Chriſtians, not anely among 
the n:we & dyre, the venerable and the pure, but the =&9(/p1nn & 
venue, lovely and commendable, Phil.q..Embraced by men of quali- 
ty upon the ſame motives,on which now all the contrary vices 
are taken up, in adoration to that great Idol, Civility and repu- 
tation; Vertue was then the more ſplendid title, the more 
courtly name; And 'tisnone of the meaneſt fins and plagues, 
provocations and yengeances of this Kingdome , that themea- 
ſure ofhonor and gallantry among us is taken from fools and 
mad-men, and by that means ſhame ſo prodigiouſly tranſplan- 
ted; The chaſt man is the only leaper to be ſeparated and thruſt 
outfrom the Camp, Modeſty the onely ſcandalous thing ; the 
three _— of the new-taſhioned Excommunication are de- 
nouncedand executed, like the Athenian Oftraciſm, upon the 
ſeverall gradations of that vertue; The purity ofthe Body, the 
Tongue: the Eye, hayea kind of Njdui, and Cheremand Scama= 
tha proportioned to them, no man is civill enough for ordina- 
ry converſe, til he hath renounced ſuch pufillanimous inno- 
cencies, and brought forth fruits. worthy of that repentance 
2 whole Knight-errantry in that fin, confeſſion with the mouth, 
glorying of their maſteling enterprizes,( enough to fill a Ro- 
mance ) and even martyrdome it lt, and many fad encounters, 

and real hellih ſufferings in that ſervice, and all this penance, 
of the leaſt to expiate the crime of baſhfu]neſſe, to reconcile the 
modeſt Puny, to make him fit for ſociety with men. 

I remember a conceit of Herodstuws, when the Greeks beſieged 
Trey, he believes Helena was in Zgypt, becauſe otherwiſe had ſhe 
been in the City, they would certainly have deliver'd her up, 
and ſaved chemſelves : ſo ftrange did it feem to him and irrati= 
onall, that men ſhould chooſe rather to die then part with 
aluſt. And yet to the ſhame of us Chriftians, when Gods judg- 
ments make ſuch direful approaches to us on this great quar- 
rell for our vile,and reproachtul luſts, when ablack grim cloud 
hangs juſt over our - heads, gather'd from the-vapors, which 
this one dung-hil hath exhaled, (as Rome, they fay, and others 
as well as that, is enabled to oppreſle Countreys by the Penſi- 
ons it receives from them) when the -yoyce is come flaſhing our 
of that cloud, and the bulineſſe driven to a cloſe iflue,. repent or 

| X 2 periſh 
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' periſh irreverſibly,( the kingdome uſed by God at this time, as 


Antiochurof old by the Romane Ambaſſadors, put into a circle, 
as it were, and not ſuffered to come out till we ſhall give our 
anſwer) we deſert and renounceeſtates and lives, honors, and 
ſouls and all,rather then retrench or abate ought ofthis accur- 
ſed ſuperfluity. 

And to this unſavoury humour and cuſtome of the world, 
one uſe may be brought home from St. Pauls Sermon, though 
taken in cypher, met £yigarru,, of Continence,l beſeech you ſave 
me the pains, reſume and enlarge it your ſelves. 

3. For judgment to come, 1. That there is ſuch a thing. 2.That 
itdeſcends to ſuch mean particulars as juice, and continence, I 
cannot but in paſling be your Remembrancer. 

I. That here is ſuch a thing. 

Tnjuſtice and incontinence are two main ſupplanters of all belief 
of the judgment to come, when a man hath once ſet up that infa- 
mous trade of the &xAiuvar mvTAv, 1 Tim.6.0f reſolving to be rich, 
in ſpight of all thoſe objefions, and ſtops, and encumbrances 
othoneſty and direft dealing, when heis come to a contem- 
ning that pedantry of juſtice, of obſervation of Oaths, that ſhal 
interpoſe ſo uncivilly to reſiſthis thrift and advancement in 
the world, beleeve it, the mine vatum, the newes of the judy- 
ment to come, in the Preachers mouth, wil bee under an heavy 
ſuſpicion of fraud and cheat, and in fine paſſe but for fiftions 
and mormo's, too weak to outlook a brave glittering temptati- 
on : The Taxes on the Ecclefiaſticks in Florence,which no body 
elſe dare colle for feare of the Popes thunderbolts; the Fews 
wil exa&t undauntedly. Now the covetous worldling is that 
Jew, whoſe ſoul being gone down into the bowells of the 
earth, es mw 77 neves weranniev, in Diodorushis phraſe, to an 
etcrnall drudgery in the gold-minerall, is out of the reach of 
ſounds from Heaven, out of the awe,or noiſe of thunderbo)ts. 
The Mammoniſt is in your danger, at your mercy to turn. A- 
theiſt, whenſvever you bid him, whenſoever the lure of Gold 
ſhall be atleiſure to tempt him, ready to renounce all hope, 
21] fear of another world, whenſoever your goods are ſo pur 
within his reach, that an caſic perjury wil bring them into his 
Inventory. | 
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' And for the lufts of the fleſh, 'twas Ariſtotle's obſervation, 


that they are eJapmgl $ dgxov, they debauch and corrupt our 
principles, they ſend up more heathen fumes into the braine, 
then any other diſtemper can doe. Saint Cyril tels us of ſome 
Idolaters, that would have only aday-God, becauſe thenighe 
was a time for revelling, and to haye a God then would deſtroy 
their game, and therefore =_ pitched upon the Sun; ira x#' + 
yorrds xguepr aJ01 wn, that they might be Atheiſts all night, 
and then they take it out to purpoſe , <pvviulve Thviubee, (ag 
Saint Baſil ſaith of the Gluttons faſts)revenging themſelves on 
their day-Devotions by their Night-revels, never acknowledge 
a God, whenaluft is to be loſt by it: and Athenagoras hath 
given it forarule , that the denying of the Reſurrftion, the 
reſolved concluding the world with this lite, and believin 
nothing ofanother, is the x0» OJua, vy rout axoacos xt 
adſrus gin&,the onely beloveddoQtrin of the voluptuous. He 
that hath once transformed himſelfe into that ſwine, bath his 
Optick Nerves ſo chang'd in his forchead, thae (as Plut: ob- 
ſerves of that creature) he never ſees Heaven again, till he be 
laid on his back. And I feare the race of ſuch heathen ſwine,is 
likely within a while to prove the prime ſtaple commodity of 
the land. 

Wearefaln into peeviſh times, wherein all Gods methods 
arequite perverted ; the powerfull't meanes that were ever 
afforded for the cafting ſuch Devils out of a Kingdome, are 
debauched into matter of improvement and heightning of the 
humour, andeven dethrorfing God, if he will not comply 
with it; the very Angels that came to Sodome to viſit for villa= 
ny, are once more aſlaulted and violated by our luſts; Imeane 
thoſe judgements from Heaven uporra vitious Generation , 
that would have inſpired a Colony of Scythians with ſome 


piety, by a ſtrange kind of antiperiſtaſts, or contrary working, ' 


have made mien more profane, and godlefſe, then ever they 
were before; the ſtorme ſo cloſe over our heads, that in other 
Kingdomes they ſay ſets them a ringing Bels, ſhooting Guns, 
lifting up voices to break and diffolve the cloud that threatens 
them, hath ſet us upon the ſame defigne by oathes and blaſphe- 
mies, and thoſe accurſed zvev7uar, the ſhouts of our Souldi- 
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ers, have broke the cloud indeed, brought downe ( not the 
Dove flying over our heads, as Hiſtorians tell us, a ſhout in an 
Army once did, and an army of united prayers may doe fo a= 
gaine, but) the Eagle to a Carcafſe, the Night-raven to the 
tunerall ofa conſumptive Church and Monarchy; an hell from 
heaven upon an abominable people. 

Apaid1T@- G15 mw\d malay 8 owperricemuy could the Tyrant 
Phalaris ſay, He that is not made ſober by many ſufferings, is 
abſolutely inſenſate ; And yet God knows, out of this rock 
the greateſt part of this age ſeems to be hewed : The thunder 
about our earesthat could teach the moſt barbarous Nations to 
bclieve and tremble, the breaking in of the huns that diſciplin'd 
the Aſſyrians in Samari4 to ſeek out inſtruftion in the 
manner of the God of the land, 2 King, 17. Gods uſing us as the 
Phyfitian in the Epigram did the Lethargick Patient, putting 
a Lunatick into the ſame roome with him , to drie-beat us, 
if poſſible, into ſenſe and life again:His procceding to that great 
cure of the avewy i'r, difolving the habit of the body politick, 
andto that end, letting bloud to a. deliquium, which Hippocrates 
reſolves ſo neceſſary to abate the # in are witie, the high, 
fal,athletickhealth,that is ſo dangerous in his Aphoriſms, The 
driving out into the field with Nebuchadnezzar, which infuſed 
reaſon into that xvwgrlrwr@,which'untransformed him againe, 
and raiſed up his eyes to an acknowledgment of him that 
liveth forever,Dan. 4..have, God knows,wrought the quite con- 
traryon us,waſted the ſeeds of naturall piety within u$,ere&ed 
Academies of Atheiſme ,- endowed them with Schools and 
Profeſſors , where the art ofit” may be learned at a reaſon- 
able rate; a young finner of an ordinary capacity may within 
afew months obſcrvation ſet up Atheiſt for himſelf, prophane, 
ſcoffe at the Clergy, be very keen and witty upon Scripture, 


have exceptions againft the Service ofthe Church, and all with - 


as good grace asit he had ſerved ap Apprentiſhip in Tialy; or 
at the feet of that great Maſter, that Martyr of Atheiſme, 
V annin#s. 

He that at the breaking in of this torrent of miſery upon the 
land, had but walk*d in the counſel! of the ungedly,was but npon 
probation & deliberation whether he fkould be wicked or = 

| that 
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that after ſome months, when the waters began to turneinto 
bloud, was yetadvanced to a moderate proficiency, a ſtanding 
in the way of ſinners, and foundvit but an uneafe weariſome 
poſture, a ſtanding upon thornesandflints, is now fairely fare 
down in the chaire of the Scorner, or prophane Atheiſt, in 
cathedra, as a place ofeaſe or repoſe, can blaſpheme without 
any regrets of a petuJant conſcience;in cathedra as a ſeat of ſtats, 
prophanes with a better grace then he can doe any thing elſe,is 
become a con{iderable perſon upon that one account,is valued 
among Lookers on by that only cxcellency;and in cathedra a= 
gaine,as aProfefſors chaire,aDo&our of that black faculty,ready 

to entertaine Clients, to gather Diſciples, to ſet np an Inde= 
pendent Church of rational Blaſphemers,and (being himſelf a 

compleate Convert,ſufficiently approved to Satan) to confirm 
and ſtrengthen thoſe puny Brethren,that are not arrived to the 
accurſed meaſure of thatfulneſle ,fit them with Machiavels capa» 
city for vaſt undertakings by that excellent quality of being 

wicked enough, the want of which, ſaith he,hath been the un- 

doing otthe world. And ſhall not God viſit for this, ſhall be not be a= 

venged on ſuch a Nation as this? A wonderfull and horrible thing is 

wrought in the land, the judgments that were ſentto awake, have 

nunmed and petrifiedus, the fire in the bowels of this earth of 
ours hath turned us into perfeft quarry and mine,and,as Diodo-= 

rus tels us, in Arabiathe Iceand Cryftall is congeald van Y6r's 

Tupos Joya pews, ©x Sao | vxu5,by the power ofdivine fire,and not 

by cold: ſo are theſe icy cryſtall hearts of ours froze by that 

GP heaven, that ſhall one day ſet the whole univerſea 

melting. 

Bat beſides theſe Atheiſts ofthe firſt magnitude, other infe= 
riour Pretenders thereare, that cannot ſhake offall apprehen- 
{ions ofall judgment to come, but yet upon diſtant tamer prin- 
ciples, can do Satansbulineffe as well; tor ſuch trifles as this 
Text takes notice of; the contraries to juſtice and continemce, they 
have an Wnavrpann, like Marews in Tren: that charmed ſhield from 
the Mother ofthe Gods,which ſhal render them «pam nd.xerr3, 
inviſible to the Judge ; the judicature erefted by Chriſt takes 
not cognizanceof ſuch morall breaches as theſe, there nothing 
but infidelity proves capitall,or if the breaches of the firſt oy 
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ble may bebrought in collaterally under that head, yet for 
theſe veniall defailances againſt the Second, this toy of circum- 
venting our Brethren, of defiling the fleſh, (as it's conſequent in 
S. Jude, ſpeaking evill of dignities) Chriit came to make expiation 
for ſuch, not to ———_ of indi&ment againſt them, to be 
their Prieſt, but not theic Judge. I remember a ſaying of Picus 
Mir. that a ſpeculative Atheiſt is the greateſt monſter on one, 
and that is the pratical Atheiſt. And yer this is the darling of 
the carnal Fiduciaries, that can help him to reconcile his groſ- 
ſeſt fins,his anything with faith. How wel,you wil have leiſure 
to ſee, if you pleaſe to deſcend with me from the abſolute to the 
' relative view of the matter of St.Pauls Sermon,and conſider firſt 
the relation which it hath to the Text on which hee preachcd 
It, and that you ſhall ſee in the former yerſe, me Tis as Xewgiy 
mus, concerning the faith onChriſt, and that is my next ſtage. 

'H &s Xer8v mars, the Faith on Chriſt, the phraſe that ſome nice 
Obſervers havelaid ſuch weight on, to denote the ſpecial a& 
ot juſtifying faith, as 'tis an afhance on Chriſt; of a tar higher 
Pitch, then either the believing Chriſt, or believing in Chriſt ; 
and yet it ſeems, thoſe ſo deſpicable moral vertues, (thoſe that 
ſo few think neceſſary, and ſome have affirmed, deftruftive and 
pernicious to ſalvation )are here brought in ty St. Pau! (I 
hope not impertinently) under this head, Fuſtice,and continence, 
and judgment to come, parts ofa Sermon of the faith on Chriſt. 

So, 1 Cor. where St. Paul had faſtened his determination,ch.2. 
to know nothingamong them but Jeſus Chriſt,and him cruci- 
fied; in the very next chap. he chargeth them with ſins of carna- 
lity, ſtrife, envyings, faions ; in the 5. with fornication or inceſt; 
in the 6. with going to law before Infidels : all theſe it ſeems the 
prime contrarieties to the faith or krwwledge of the crucified Savi- 
eur. Thus in St. Fmes, you may mark that works of charity and 
mercy are call'd Ign(xcia, Religion, ch. 1. 27. and being authori- 
rized from ſuch great Apoſtles, Iſhall not fear to tell you, thar 
the prime part of the knowledge , and faith, and religion of 
Chrift, the life and power of Chriſtianity,is the ſetting up and 
reigning oftheſe vertues in ourhearts:you may ſee it,7it.2.11. 
The prace of God that bringeth ſalvation to all men hath appeared, 
Ker owner mor, the Catholick ſalvifick grace , be it Chriſt 

; himſelf, 
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' himſelf, or the Goſpel of Chriſt; and the end of this Epiphany 


follows, 7w/tusoz, todiſcipline, or to teach us, that denying un- 
godlineſſe and worldly Iufts, we ſhou!d live foberly and righteouſly, the 
very vertues in this Text, with the addition of one tranſcen= 
dent one, and godly in this preſent world : A ſtrange catalogue of 
fundamentals one would think for Chriſt to aſcend the croſle 
to preach unto us; Wee expe& other manner of doftrines 
from him, do@rines of liberty, Jubilee and manuniiſlion, ( as 
themeritand acquiſition of is ſufferings ) of ſecurity and 
prote&tion from in, that a little carnality ſhal not hurtus, of 
freeing us from this bondage to obediences, 'at leaſt, fromany 
judgment to come, for ſuch errors as theſe, that fleſh and blood 
makes ſo neceſſary and incorrigible : We have generally a 
ſmoother ſcheme of Chriſtianity then Salvian dream'd of, in 
his [ quid eſt fides, niſi preceptis Chriſti obedire ? ] what is faith,but 
obedience to the commands of Chriſt ? The neceſſity of purt- 
fying, or mortifying of luſts, goes for an hereſie of this nicer 
Age, which muſt ſuperadde works to faith, our own obedience 


to the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, and ſo in Simm Mzgus his phraſe, 


bomines in ſervitutem redigere, make {laves of free-born men, have 
them live as well, as it Chriſt hadnever dyed for them. 


Thetruth is, the do&rine we have now in hand, it believed 


and obey d, is ſo certainly deſtruive of the Devils kingdome 
( and none other ſo certain but this ) thatyou cannot blame 
Satan and his inſtruments to cry it down as the vileſt hereſie in 
the world. | 

He may hope for ſome tolerable quarter from any other 
principles, eſpecially from thoſe of the Solifidian and Fiducia- 
Ty, brave, delicate, inoffenſive doQrines, that have nothing in 
them contrary to paſſions, and that gets them ſuch zealous Ad- 
vocates, for by this divinity they have their luſts. And though 
it pleaſes God, by the power of his Grace to preſerve ſome 


' men, that have imbibed theſe principles from thoſe a{,parmdy 


£14, in Epiph. phraſe, thoſe ſtreams of brimſtone, that natu- 
rally flow from ſuch mines as theſe, I mean from the pernicious 
and poy ſonous effefts of them, though ſome that conceive obe- 
dience unneceſſary to juſtification, live very fſtri& and gracious 
livesin ſpight ofall choſe — and encouragements _ 
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the contrary, yet now, God knows, the truth is too groſly 
diſcover'd; the Gnoſticks divinity begins to revive, a great 
deal of carnall, Iam ſure of ſpiritual filthineſle,yea all the pro- 
faneneſle and villany in the world is noty the moſt natarall 
ſpawn of thoſe infuſions;and to look no farther then the glaſs, 
and thoſe foul ſelves which that refle&s unto us, The cauſe of 
Ge:d,and the faith of Chriſt, of which we are ſeriouſly ſuch Cham- 
pions, is, I fear, as much di/honoured and renonnced by our 
taithlefſe, Apoſtate, Atheiſtical aftions,by our helliſh oaths and 
inmprecations, ( that pultroon fin, that ſecond part of Fgyp= 
tian plague of frogs, and lice, and beyfts, the baſeſt that ever had 
the honor to blaſt a Royall Army, that caſts us into ſuch Epi- 
leptick fits, ſuch impure foamings at the mouth, and will not 
be bound no not with chains) in aword, by our going on in 
ſuch {ins, againſt which the denuntiation is moſt pun&ual], 
that they which doe theſe things ſhall never enter into the kingdome of 
heaven, and yet flattering our ſelves , that we ſhal not fail to 
enter, as by all the ſpecies of Infidelity, all the Judaiſmeand 
Mahometiſme, and Barbariſme in the world. And therefore 
as it is the mercy of the Apoſtlethus to diſabuſe his beſotted 
Corinthians | krow yee not | and | be not deceived | neither Fornica= 
tors, nor any of that beſtiall crew ſhall inherit the kingdome of heaven, in 
theft, 10 is it the juftice of his charity to make it a prime ingre- 
dient in an Apoſtelick Sermon; fcarce any other Article ſo ne- 
ceſſary to be preached, eſpecially to a Felix,whether as a Com- 
mander, or as a Heathen, or as one peculiarly guilty of thoſe 
fins : and that is the fecond part of the relative aſpe&t of theſe 
words,as they refer to the Auditory, my next particular. 

And 1.as Felix wasan Eques Romanws, Procurator of Fudea, 
whoſe powergave him opportunities to bee unjuſt; and his 
ſplendid life, temptations to incontinence no part ofchriſtian 
Religion, no Article of theCreed is ſo proper for his turn, as 
the dofrine of the judgment to come for ſuch tins as theſe; that 
palliare vulgar cure of healing and not ſearching of wounds, of 
preaching aſſurance of preſent pardon, before reformation is 
wrought, of ſolacing but not amending of finners, is not the 
method in St. Pauls, in Chriſtsdiſpenſatory; 'tis the ſcandal ra. 
ther and reproach of Chriſtianity in Juliar, 3591s peru, Ip 
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weagbrC©r, com appar, ſecurity, and proteion, and place of 
confidence from Chriſt to the moſt polluted villain,the defama- 
tion of Conſtantine in Zozimus, that he turn'd Chriſtian becauſe 
he was guilty of ſuch fins,for which no other Religion allow- 
ed expiation; No, the onely ſafe medicinal courſe is to apply 
corrofives and caufticks, the terrors of the Lord, and the conſuming 
fire of the Lord, the judgment to come , when any mortified fleſh is 
to begotten out;and to accept the face of a Felix in thiskind,to 
with-hold thoſe ſaving medicines in civility to the perfon to 
whom they are to be adminiſtred, and fo ſuffer that fin upon 


my ſplendid Neighbor, that my charity requires me to rebuke- 


in any meaner perſon, this is the unjuſteſt rudeneffe in the 
world, the moſt treacherous ſenſelefſe complyance, the -moſt 
barbarous civility, cruel mercy, the te]ling him in effe&, that 
he is too great to be cured; this (faith Procopius) is the falutin 

by the way, which Eliſha forbids Gehezi, and Chriſt the Diſci » 
ples, the one when he went to cure, the other to preach ; and 
'tis his obſervation there, that ſuch civilities Favuarerxuay 
#40, keep Preachers from working any miracles; the gentle 
handling ot the great mans fins, is many times the damning of 
him, and debauching all the neighbourhood ; The Lord bee 


merciful to our whole tribe, for our uncharitable omiffions in. 


this matter. 

And for once I may chance to deſerve your pardon if I doe 
not conceive the flatteringſt addreffes to you, to be alwaies the 
friendlyeſ : If in meer charity to ſome Auditors I imitate my 
Saviour, andtel you of woes even under a Saviour, of caſting 
into utter darkneſſe, where the worm never dieth,and the fire is not quen= 
ched, with all the variations and exchange of accents three 
times repeated by our Saviour, within four Verſes, ofan Hor- 
rendum eſt, What a fearfull thing it is to fall into. Gods hands, and 
bee ground to powder by that fall, it T bring out all thoſe Topicks 
of ſo true, and withall ſuch amazing Rhetorick, with [who can 
dwell with everlaſting burnings ? | andall little enough to rouze 
you out of that dead prodigious ſleep of fin, to retrench the 
fury of one riotous luſt. 

I beſeech you tell me, is there evera judgment to come, ever 
an account to be given for moral vertues? Doe you ſo much as 

Y 2 fear » 
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fear, that for every unclean embrace, or dalliance, every ſhame- 
lefſe loud ryot, for every boiſterous rage or execration , that 
may not. adde for cyery contumelious rude addrefle to the 
throne of grace, every baſe contempt of that majeſty that fills 
this place, God ſhall oneday call you into judgment , if you 
doe, and yet goe on in theſe, believe me, you are the valianteſt 
daringſt perſons in the world: and if death be not more formi- 
dableto you then hell.you are fit for a reſerve or forlorn hope, 
for the Canons mouth, for Cuiraiſters,for fiends to duel with: 
and let mefor once ſet up an infamous trade, read you a Le- 
Eture of cowardiſe, andaſſureyou that a judgment tocome may be 
allowed to ſet you a trembling, that it may be reconcilable with 
Gallantry to fear him that can caſt both body and ſoul into 
hell, and put you in mind of that which perhaps you havenot 
mes > ond that you are not Atheiſtsenough to ſtand out thoſe 
terrors when they begin to comecloſe np to you , in adeath- 
bed-clap of thunder; Cain that was the firſt of this Order was 
not able to bear that near approach, he went out from the preſence 
of the Lord: and the Rabbins havea fancy of Abſalom, that when 
he was hang'dby his hair in the midſt of his rebel}ion, he durſt 
not cut it, becauſe he ſaw hel below him, but choſe to die ra- 
ther then adventure to fall into that place of horror , thathis 
attached conſcience had prepared for him; They are,beleeve it, 
ſuch unreformed Atheiftical hights as theſe, that have made it 
fo indifferenta choice, Whether the kingdome be deſtroyed,or 
no; whether it be peopled with Satyrs, or with wilder men,be- 
come all deſert, or all Bedlam. 


This heavyeſt jadgment that ever fel upon a Nation,extream 


miſery, and extreamfury, is, I conteſſe, a moſt diretul fight, but 
withall, amore inauſpiciousprognoſtick, a ſound ofa Trume 
pet to that laſtmore fatal Day, with an Ariſe thou dementate 
finner and come to judgment; When all our moſt bloudy ſuffe- 
rings, and morebloudy {ins got together into one Akeldama or 
Tophet, ſhal prove but an adumbration of that heavyer future 
doom, after which we ſhal doe that to ſome purpoſe, which we 
doe now but like beginners, by way of aflay , curſe God and die, 
ſufferand blaſpheme, blaſpheme and ſuffer forever. 

But then ſecondly, this dofrine of juſtice and continence, and 
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Judgment to come, is moſt neceſſary, as to awake the courtly Go< 
vernour Felix, {0 in the next place, zo convert the unbelieving hege 
then Felix. 

Will you ſee the firſt principles of the do&rine of Chriſt, 
when they areto be infuſed into ſuchan one, or as the Origi- 
nall hath it, 29, agyis 7s Xews, Heb, 6. 1. the difirine of the be= 
ginning of Chriſt, the laws of the wwn(,is, or initiation of a hea- 
then Convert, the elements of his Catechiſme they are in that 
place, Heb. 6.2. 1. Repentance from dead works. And 2. Faith 
towards G1d. 3+. Reſurreftion. And 4. Eternall judgment : and 
beleeve me, for him that thus comes unto God out of his ani- 
mal heathen unregenerate life, % avaſyiz 0v/9Tue,the Catalogue 


of the neceſſario credenda, is not over large; he muſt beleeve that God + 


is, and that he is a rewarder, Heb. 11.6. this, and it ſeems no 
more but this, is the minimum quod fic, the ſumme of the faith 
without which 'tis impoſſible to pleaſehim: and therefore per- 
haps ic was that Anmianus Marcellinus expreſſes his wonder,thac 
Conſtantius ſhould call ſo many Councels, whereas before, 
Chriſtian Religion was res ſimpliciſima, a plain Religion with» 

out contentions or intricacies, and Fpiphanius of the primitive 
times, that £7«:z & ev72ee, divided the Church into its true 
and erroneous members, Impiety the onely Heretick , good 
life the orthodox Profeſſor. 

Next the acknowledgment of the one God,and his eternall Son 
the crucified Meſfias of the world,and the Holy Ghoſt;thoſe one 
and three Authors of our Religion,into which we are baptized 
(and thoſe few other branches of that faith) the judgment to come, 
and the praftiſe of Chriſtian vertues in the elevated Chriſtian 

itch, is the prime, if not onely neceffary.: And though there 
more to be known, fit to exerciſe his induſtry, or his curio= 
fity, that hath creaſur'd up theſe fundamentals in an honeſt 
heart, yet ſure not to ſerve his carnall mind, to purge his 
ſpleen, to proyoke hischoler, to break communions, to dila- 
pidate that peace; that charity, that Chriſt beyond all other 
inheritances bequeathed to his Diſciples. Let us but joyn in 
that unity of ſpirit in thoſe things which weall know to be 
Articles of Faith, and the preciſe conſcientious pratice 0 


what we cannot chuſe but know to be branches of our _ 
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and I ſhall never lead you into any contounding depths or ma- 
zes, divert you one minute by a walk in the gallery from that 
more Chriſtian employment and task in the workhoule: And 
that will be the improvement ofthe ſecond particular. 

Laſtly, as the Fel:x was guilty of thoſe ſins which thoſe ver« 
tues did reproach to him. 

This Felix is to be met with in our Books preſented to us 
upon a double view of Tacitus 2nd foſepbhus; Tacitus renders him 
an Eques Rymanus that Claudius had ſent Procurator of 7udea, 
to manageit fora time, and ſaith, he did it per onmnem ſevitiam 
& libidinem, in the moſt cruel arbitrary manner; and then ſee 
che difference of an Ape Preacher , from Tertullus the 
Rhetor, the oneat his humble addrefle and acknowledgment 
ofthe obligations that the whole nation had received from this 
moſt excellent Felix, ver. 2. But St. Paul in a pricking cloſe diſ- 
courſe, of juſtice, and (upon negleCt of it) judgment to come. 

Foſephus he looks nearer into hisa&ions,and finds him a ty< 
rannicall uſaxper of another mans wife; Druſilla ſeduced to his 
bed from her Husband Azys the King of the Eſſeni.And then the 
Sermon of the faith on Chriſt preſently lets looſe at this adulte- 
rous couple, and fo you have the ſeaſonableneſſe of the 
mei«\xgaTH% too, of chaſtity to the unchaſt Felix, and of judgment 
zo come on ſuch waſting ſins. 

This will certainly teach the Preacher, the combatant of the 
Lord, the Youlwws abacir, the regular manner of his duelling 
with fin, not the 42a Jew, wounding the empty aire, laſhing 
thoſe ſins or ſinners, that are out of reach of his ſtripes,but the 
cloſer,nearer encounter,the dire&inghis blows at thoſe crimes 
thatare preſent to him, moſtculpable and vilible in his Audi- 
tory; and thus graſping with the Goliah of Gath,the talleſt Phi» 
liftin in the company. 

Thereis a wide diſtance betwixt reproaching of preſent, 
andabſent finners, the ſame that betwixt reproof , and backbi- 


ting, the boldneſſe and courage of a Champion, and the detra- . 


&ions and whiſpers ofa villain; the firſt, is an indication of 
ſpirit; the ſecond, of gall; the firſt, that a man dares attemptthe 
loving,and ſaving of his Brother,when he ſhall endanger being 
curſed and haced-for it, ſaorifice your opinion,to your health, 
your kindneffc,to your ſouls. The 
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The ſecond , isa charafter of a Sollicitor fee'd on none but 
Satans errand, an Orator to ſet youa railing,but not a trem+ 
bling, one that can write Satyrs on condition they ſhall doe 
you no good; incenſe,but not reform, that if it ſhall be poſſible 
for hell to loſe by his Sermon, will never preach more; The 
one meaneth to transform his auditory into Converts and 
Saints, the other into Broylers and Devils; the one hath all 
the charity, the otherall the mean nalice, and treachery in his 
deſipne. 

nd having ſach a copy before our eyes, ſappoſe a man 
ſhould diverta little to tranſcribe it, and in ſtead of prudence, 
and tempering, and reviling of thoſe that are out of our reach, 
reaſon a while of one branch of juſtice, yea, and of the faith of 
Chriſt, in which 'tis poſhble we may ſome of us be concern'd; 
and enquire, Whether there be nota piece of Turkiſh divinity 
ſole ont of their Alchoran into our Creed; that of Proſperum &» 
felix ſcelus virtus vocatur, whether the great laws of Vertue and 
Vice be not by ſome Politici, taken out of the Ephemerides, to- 
thing decreed honeſt but what we can prognofticate ſuccefleful, 
the | via Catoni | the liking that cauſe which the heavens donot 
ſmile on, is a piece of philoſophical ſt[lenneffe, which we have 
not yet learn'd of Chrift; What is this, but as St. Bernard comms 
plains in his time, that thoſe ima ges had the moſt hearty ado« 
rations performed tothem, which had moſt of the gold and 
gems about them; the God obliged to the Image,and the Image 
to the dreſfe for all the votaries it met with; Have the Roma« 
niſts marks of the Church ſo-convinc'dus, that we maſt pre- 


ſently forſake our Saviour , becauſe we fee him in danger of 


crucifying, tear our Goſpels, and run ont with horroras ſoon 
as we.come to the 26. of Mat. the multitude with ſwords and flaves 
for to take him? Was the cauſe of God worth the charge and pains 
of killing men formerly, and is it not worth the pattence and 
conſtancy of ſuffering now? Ts there any condition in the 
world ſo hugely defireable, as that of ſuffering for, or with 
Chrift? T's paracitouly 735 voyuborras, | behold, we count them 
happy that ſuffer | was Goſpel in St. Fames his days , ch.5.11. 
( the paxecilew denotes the ſtate of the 9! pexagss,the dead Saints 
in theic country of viſion, as you know St. Steven at the mi- 
nute 
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approving our ſelves ro Heaven, and to our own 
ſoxver it coſts us,of venturing the Ermins fate , ( the very Hun» 


nute of his ſufferings ſaw the glory of God, and Ieſus ſutting the ftate- 


of ſuffering is a ſtate of blifſe, I may addea ſuperiour degree of 
aglorified ſtate, a more then i=:yſsaie, a dignity above that 
Orbe, that the Angels move in; For, they for want of bodies 
aredeprived of the honor cf ſuffering, all that they aſpire to,is 
but to be our Seconds, our Aſſiſtants in this combate;z onely 
Chriſt and wee have the encloſure of that vaſt preterment. And 
if there be any need to heighten it yet farther, is there any 
prize more worthy that maſculine valor, then that venerable 
lacred name, Jeruſalem the mother of us all, that brought us forth 
unto Chriſt, begot us to all our hope of blifſe, and now, for 
no other crime but that, is a ſtrugling under the pangs and ago- 
nies ofa bitter combate with the ingratetu]I'ſt children under 
Heaven; the Church of England,l mean, which whoſoever hath 
learning and temper enough to underſtand, knows to be the 
brighteſt image ot primitive purity, the moſt perte& canjun- 
Qure of the moſt ancient and moſt holy faith that tor theſe twelve 
hundred years any man ever had the honor of defending , or 
ſuffering for. And ſhould the provocations of an ungratious 
people, thenot valuing or not walking worthy of the trea- 
ſures here reſery'd, the rude continu'd iniquities of our holy 
things,tempt Godto deliver it up,as hedid once his Ark to the 
Philiſtins,his Chriſt to the Phariſees and the Souldiers,the zeal 
of the one, and the fury of the other ; yet ſure this would not 
be the confuting of what now I ſay, 'twould not, I muſt hope, 
be an argument of Gods renouncing that Ark, and that Chriſt, 
which hedid not thus deliver. The Turks having conquered 
and torn out of the Chriſtians hands the places of the Birth and 
Paſſion of Chriſt,did after this way of Logick inferre that God 
had judg'd the cauſe for Mahomet againſt Chriſt ; and Trajar 
could ask the primitive Martyr Ignatius, Et nos non tibi videmur 
9829%e, &c. Havenot we as much of God inusas you, who 
proſper by the help of our deities againſt our enemies ? Let 
me purloyn or borrow this heathen piece out of your hands, 
andI ſhall beableto give you an ancienter plece in exchange 
for it, a thorough Chriſtian reſo]Jution of _—_— by God, of 
reſts, what- 


ters 


XUM 


XUM 


Wb hd 
CIs 


Gann £VIIT. F$t, Paur's Sermon toFalix. 


ters band, rather then foule her body ) thepati, & mori poſſe, the 

aſſive as well as thea&ive courage , which will bear us up 
through all difficulties, bring us days of reire{hment here, or 
elſe provide us anthemes in the midſt of flames, a paradiſe of 
comfort here, and of joyes hereafter : and let this ferve tor the 
exemplifying the point in hand, the fineſſe of our Apoſtles 
diſcourſe to Felix's ſtzte. 

I might doe it again by telling you of the dreadtull majeſty 
that dwels in this houſe, the detignation of it to be @ houſe of 
Prayer to all-people; a place of crying mightily to the Lord at ſuc 
times as theſe; ſhould L let lIooſea whole hour on this theme 
in this place, *twould be but too perfeCt a parallel of St. Pauls 
diſcourſe of chaſtity before Felix, which in any reaſon ought to 
{et many ofmy Auditors a trembling, but it ſeems we have not 
yet ſufferings enough todoe ſo : and there is one particular be- 
hind that will reſcue you from this uneafie ſubje&, the manner 
of St. Pauls handling this theme, by way of reaſoning. And when 
berealoned, &C. | k 

The importance of this reaſoning I ſhall but name to you, 
which I conceive tobe, 1. The propoſing to a very Heathens 
conlideration,the equity and reaſonablenefle that there ſhould 
be a judgment to come to recompence the unjuſt and incontinent 
perſcn. And 2. thecharging home to each finners heart, the 
extream unreaſonableneſſe, that for ſo poor advantages as ci- 
ther of thofe ſins bring in to any man, he ſhould think fit to 
venture that diſmall payment in another world. 

And now my Brethren, to conclude this reaſoning, and your - 
task of patience together, when you are likely to have ſo little 
excuſe in periſhing, ſo no colour of reaſon for fo wild an op- 
tion, of chuſingdeath in the errour of your ways, when you 
muſt beſo out of countenance, when you come to that place 
of darknefle, ſo unable to give any account to any fiend that 
meets you,why you ſhould caftaway all the treaſures in the 
world for that ſo ſad a purchaſe, and att that really which the 
Rabbins feign'of the Child Mſes, preferre the coal of fire be 
fore the ingot of Gold, chop it into your mouths, and ſo finge 
your tongue, not to make you ſtammer with him, but howle ' 
with Dives tor ever after, and not get _ drop to quench the 

tip 
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og Spc that tongue,which is ſo ſadly rormented in thote Hames; | 
W 


en, I ſay, youare likely ro come ſo excuſcelefle to your tor- 
ments; ſo unpityed, and fo ſcorned, '{o without all honor in 


your ſufferings, as having but your petitions granted you, ad- 


. vanced to your vengeance as to your preferment, optantibus ipſir, 
whilſt Heaven was look don as a troubleſome impertinent 1ut- 
ter, and you would not be happy , onely becauſe you would 
not ; O remember then the Diſciples farewell, when they gave 
over the Jews, and turn'd to the Gentiles, Behold you deſpiſers, 
and wonder, and periſh; But before you doe ſo,it it be poſſible give 
one vitall ſpring, and if but for P3thagoras's | aioureo ory] for 
the reverence; (it not. the charity) for the honour and awe you 
owe to your own ſouls,if not to ſave them, yet to ſave your 
credits in the world, to manifeſt that you are not ſuch abje& 
fools, retra& your choice, call back the hoſtages you have. gi- 
ven to Satan, and ſet out on a more rationall, more juſtifiable 
voyage, You have heardof the rich Spaniard that had pur all 
his eftate into jewels, how hee was ready to run mad with the 
fancy of thinking what a condition he ſhould be in, it all men 
next morning ſhould awake wiſe, that he ſhould become not 
onely the arranteſt Begger,but the moſt ridiculous Fool. And 
beleeve it, that laſt Trump when it begins to ſound, will have 

t he faculty thus to makeall men wile, to diſabuſe, and inſpire 

the whole world with a yew ſenſe : Thoſe thatare in the flames 

before you, will reproach your madneſſe, count you but Bed- 
lams to come thither; Poor Dives, if he had but a Meſſenger, 
would long fince have ſent you a hideous report and admoniti- 
on, that whatever it coſt you, you ſhould not venture coming 
to that place of torments; Qlet Se. Pauls reaſoning doe it to us 


here, that we make not ſuch pitcous bargains, pay nor ſo ſad a 


ricefor ſo pure anothing, Letus be wiſe now, that wemay 
be bappy cternally;which wiſdome the onely way to that hap= 
pincfſe God of his infinite mercy grant us all : to whom,&c., 
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Acrs 3. 26. : 
God having raiſed up his ſon Feſius, ſent bim to bleſſe you, 
in turning away every one of you from his iniquities. 


Were but a cold unequalt oblation to fo bleſſed, fo 
glorious a feſtivity, to entertaine you wich the 
ſtory of the Day, to fetch out the napkin and the 

py SES grave-clothes, to give you that now for neives, that 
| Oe . every ſeventh day for ſixteen hundred yeares hath 

ſo conſtantly preactidunto you. *Tis true indeed what Ariſto- 
tle obſerves in his wixarma, that the every-day wonders are the 


greateſt, the perfe&eſt miracles thoſe that by their commonneſſe 


have loſtall their venerarion; he ſpeaks it of a circle wh = 
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ofall things moſt common, and yet ofall things moſt ſtrange, 
made upot all contraries, and ſothe mother of all prodigies 
3n art, ofall the enginerand machines in the world. And the 
ſame might be reſolved of this zearly, this weekly. revo/ution , the 
eateſt, but conmorniſt feftivallin the Chriſtian Calender, 8aoivu 
nxtes> the queen-day , as Saint Ghryſoſt : calls it, 1, and thac 
Deen all gloriow within, a many ſaving miracles incloſed in 
it, and yet this Queen of moſt familiar condeſcendings , 
js content to be our every weeks proſpe&, and after: all 
this as glorious ſtill as eyer, no gluts, no faticties in ſuch 
beholdings. | 
But ſuppoſing this,I muſt yet tell you, one pretious gemme 
there is in this jewell, one part of the great bufinefſe of 
this day, which is not ſo commonly taken notice of, and that 
is the bleſſing ſaving office of the day to us,the benigneaſpe&;the 
ſpeciall -+ np of the riſing of Chriſt on the poor Sinners 
{oule, the uſe, the benefit of the Reſurredion; and to difcover 
this unto you, Ict me with confidence affure you, there is not 
a veine 1n ple whole mine, a beame in this whole treaſure of light, 
a plume of thoſe healing wings of the Sun of righteouſneſſe, a Text. 
in this whale Booke of God, able to ſtand you in more ſtead, 
then this cloſe of Saint Peters Sermon: That our juſtification is 
1ore dependent on his reſurre&ion,then his death it ſelf, is ſome- 
times clearly affirmed by Saint Paul, he was delivered up for our 
offences, and raiſedagain for our Juſtification , Rom. 4.. 25. It is God 
that juſtifieth, who is he that condenmeth ? It is Chriſt that died, yee 
rther that is riſen again, Rom. 8. 34. and ſo for ſalvation it ſelf, 
And being made perfect, he became the Authour of eternall ſalvation, 
Heb.5.9, Tranabis, being conſurmate and crown'd (as 798uns 
&9MiTs,isthe crowning of Martyrs ) or Tcwfds, being conſecrated 
to his great Melchiſedech-prieſtly office (as the context entorceth, 
and TeA&v%X in the Septuagint imports) in either ſenſe a deno=, 
tation of the reſurrection of Chriſt peculiarly 3 and in this capa- 
city conſidered , he became the 411:& owmeiae, the Authour of our 
ſatoation: But for all this compatted together, and the diftin& 
explication of the manner how all this is wrought by Chriſt's 
reſurrefion, this is a felicity reſerv*d,the peculiar prerogative of 
this Text, brought out now and prepared for you, if you . 
ut 
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but have patience till you ſee it oper'd. Ged having raiſed up bis |. | 
fon Feſus, ſent kim to bleſſe, &c. IIS. F 
In theſe words one fundamentall difficulty there is, the 
clearing of which will be the firſt part of my taske, and 
ground-worke of my future diſconrſe; and that is to enquire 
what is meant by ſending Chriſt to bleſſe, which when we have 
open'd,there will remaine but two particulars behind,Tbe time 
of this ſending, and the interpretation of this bleſſing ; The time of this 
ſending after his reſurrefion, God having raiſed up ſent him. The in 
terpretation of this bleſſing , or wherein ic conhiſts, In turning e 
very, &C. 
I begin with the firſt of theſe, To cleare the foundamentall 
difficulty,or explain what is meant by ſending to bleſſe. | 
All forts of Arts and Sciences have their 72xr90oyiuar, their 
peculiar phraſes and words of art, which cannot be interpreted 
fully but by the critical! obſerving their importance among . 
thoſe Artiſts. Caſauben', I remember, obſerves it among the 
Deipnoſophiſts, that they had their #rewvaiug ry roaoynuane , 
that none but Athenews can interpret tous : and certainly the 
Booke of God and Chriſt that fpake as never man ſpake, muſt not 
be denied this priviledge; Among the many that might be re-+ 
- f4err'd to this head, two here we are fall'n on together, the 
matter of our preſent enquiry, ſending and bleſſing. The word 
Nnyv to (end, and the Greek parallel to it, if we look it in com- 
mon Didionaries, and in many places of the Scripture it ſelf, isa 
word of moſt vulgar obvious notion, but if you will aske the 
Scripture-Critick,, you ſhall findin it ſometimesa rich, weigh- 
ty, pretious importance, To deſigne, or deſtine, to inſtall, or con- 
ſecrate, to give commiſſion for ſome great office, [ How ſhall they 
preach unleſſe they be ſent?] anda hundred the like. Thus we heare 
of the ſending of Kings, Fudges, Prophets, but eſpecially of our 
ſpiritual Rulers under the Gofpel:No other title allign'd them,bue 
that of E2MV5w or Sign the mif,the ſent or the Meſſengers 
of Chriſt,(the more ſhame for thoſe that contemne this miſon, 
lay violent hand on that ſacred fun&ion, the meaneſt and Toweſt 
of the people , (to make one parallel more betwixt Feroboams 
Kingdome, andours) thoſe zpoaxapzyuam, in Ignatius phraſe, 


braſſe Coines of their own impreſſing, ſo contrary to the royal 
£3 | prero- 
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prerogative of heaven, id iq; tmiuares, in Saint Peters agoniffticall 
file, that 747 without any watch-word of Gods to ſtart them; 
yea, andrun like 4himaaz, out-run all others that were truly 


ſent ) The defeft in our tongue for the bs of this, is a 


little repair'd by the uſe of the worp [Commiſſion | which if you 
will here exchange for the word Sent, and fo read it thus, Gail 
baving raiſed up bis fon Feſis, gave him cammiſſin to bleſſe us, you 
will ſomewhat diſcerneand remember the importance of this 
firſt phraſe. > 

And ſo againe, 2 toleſe, and the 'ewnoſp in the Text, 
ſo fully anſwerable to it, though it be a vulgar ſtile in all Au- 
thours, yeta propriety it hath iri this place, and in ſome o+« 
thers of Seridtare, noting the Office of a Prieſt, to whom it ipe- 
culiarly belongs to pronounce,and pray for bleſſings, i.e. in this emi- 
nent ſenſe, to bleſſe others. | 

For there being two ſorts of Priefts in Pentateuch, or it you 
will, twoadts ofthe ſame divine fun&ion, the one of bleſſing, 
the other of ſacrificing, the one obſervable in the Fathers ot eve- 
ry Family, in Gen. (who therefore uſe ſolemnly to Bleſſe their 
Children )) and after the enlarging of Families into Kingdomes,be- 
longing to Kings, and eminently and fignally notified in Me!- 


chiſedech Gen. 1.4. 19, The other more conſpicuous in Aaren, * 


and his Succeſſours in the Fewiſh Prieſthood : Both theſe are 
moſt eminently remarkable in our Chriſt; the one in his death, 
the other ever fince his reſurreftim. The ſacrificing part moſt 
clearly a ſhadow of that one great ob/tion on the altar of the 
Croſofor us, and in ſpight. of Sovizus ſuch a Prieſt once was 
Gn though but ence in fpight of the Papiſts. Once, when he 
offer'd that one pretious oblation of himſelf, the ſame per- 
ſon beth Prieft, and ſacrifice ; and byut- once , no longer 
Prieſt thus, then he was thus a ſacrificing; this is his mwg'f4a76- 
i:pw0urn, or pul rxpguic oz, Heb. 7. 23.4 Priefihood not ſuffer'd to 
continue;the {ame minute determin'd his nmortdll lifs and mortal! 
Prieſthoed, buried the Aarmicall rites andthe Prieft together. But 


for the Melchiſedech-Priefthood, that of bleſſing in my Text, that - 


of interceſſion, powerfall interceſſion, i. e. giving of grace ſuffi 
cient to turne-as3-this is the Office that ſtill belongs unto 


Chriſt, the peculiar grand office, to which that notion of Rerck; © 
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C to'which Ehrifts durable unition) belongs ; by which he was 
TETSA Gp it; + dt.ove, conſecrate for evermore, Heb.7. ult. paraltel 
to that fo frequent ſtile othis a Prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchiſedech; not that Melchiſedech was a Prieſt for ever, and Chi 
likehim ip that, bur that Chriſt was to continue for ever rk 
a Prieſt as Melchiſedech, in Gen. was, or that his Aaronirall 
Prieſtho:d had an end, 'one ſacrifice, and no more;; but his 
other Melchiſedech-Prieſthozd was to laſt for ever, which- 
you wHl more diſcerne if you proceed to the ſecond par= 
ticular , the date of this ſending, the time of bis- inſtallment in- 
to this Prieſthood , after his Teſurrefion : God having raiſed up , 
ent, &C. | | | 

ſ That thereſurreJioninftall'd Chriſt: to his etermall Priefly office 
(or to that part of it which was to endure for ever) is a, trach 


that nothing but inadvertencehath made men queſtion;Fhere's 


nothing more frequently infinuated in the Seripenre; were 


not my Text demonſtrative enough, firſt [raifed* up] and then 


thas| ſent ] or inflald, the 5. and 7. to the Heb. would more 
then prove it: fo.in that fundamentall grand prophefre; to which 
all-that is aidthere, refers, that in the 110:'Pfal. the Prieft- 
hood of.Chrift is uſher'd. in with a- [ fit thou atrmy right band |. 
verſe 1. ruling. inthe midſt of enemies, 3 2. the day of his. power, 
verſ.3.all theſe certain evidences. of his yeſarretiion, and. then, 
and-not till then, v. 4. [the Lord: hath- ſworne, &c. thou art a 
Prieſt for ever: | a mortal[dying determinable Pricft he was before 


in his death, but. now after his reſuirreion from: that death, . a 


Prieſt for eper. Once more, Heb.7.15. perhapsthere may be ſome 
emphaſis in the | <vizuTaa, ariſeth | thereariſeth another Prieſt, or be 
ariſeth anather, an Aaronical-Prieſt in his death, but” #T5gO- iepiV7, 


a Melechiſedech (i.e. another kind of ) Prieſt in hisrefurredion.Add - 


to this that the Melchiſedech-Prieſt muſt belike thetype, a King 
as well as a. Prieſt, (which Chriſt as Man was not till after his 
reſurreion) and ſo that other tamous type of our Feſus, Zach. 
6. 13. Foſua the ſon of Feſedek, the high Prieſt, he ſhall be a Prieſt 
upon the throne , and the counſell of peace ( that grand conſultation 
of reconciling Sinners to God ) ſhall be betwixt them both, in 
the union ofthat Scepter and that. Ephod, that Mitre and that 
Crone, the Xeegds banaius, Sibgeur, the Regall and _ 
ONMCce 
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office of Chri#; and as onesſo the other, both dated alike from 
after the reſurreftion; <p id S&5Za, the thing that by-this ac- 
cumulation of Scripture-teſtimonies, it was neceſiary to de- 
mongrate. For the clearing of which truth,and reconciling or 
preventing all difficulties about it, pleaſe you to take it in | 
theſe few propoſitions. 

I. That the Crucifixion of Chriſt was a ſacrifice truly propi- 
tlatory,and fſatisfa&ory for the 1ins of the whole world, (.and 
there's nothing farther from this Text or our preſent expli- 
cation of it, then to derogate from the Legality, the amplitude, 
extent, or precious value of this ſacrifice.) 

Yea and 2. that Chriſt himſelfthus willingly offeringgdelive- 
ring up himſelffor us, may in this beſaida Prieft, or to have - 
exerciſed in his death a grand aCt of Priefhvod. 

But then 3.this is an a& of Aaronicall-Priefhood which Chriſt 
was never to exerciſe againe, having done it once, Heb.7.27. 
and ſo farre diſtant from his eternal! Prieſthood. Or, to ſpeake 
more clearly; an a& of Chriſt this, as ofa ſecond Adam, a common 
perſon, order'd by the wiſdome of God to bear the chaſtiſement of 
our peace; the ſeqpe-goat to carry all our ſins on his head into the 
wilderneſſe, into a land not inhabited, Deut. 16. 22. the «ns, in our 
Creed, to which he went ; and ſo though it were typified by 
all the ſacrifices of the Priefs, andthough in it that whole 
body of rites were determin'd, ( no more Aaronicall-Prieſt ſeaſo- 
nable after this one ſacrifice) yer ſtill this is no part of the eternall 
regall Melchiſedech-Prieſiboed, that of powerful! interceſſion, that of 
bleſſing us in the Text; for though the death of Chriſt tend 
mightily toward the bleſing of us,though there were a wonder- 
fall a& of interceſſion on the Croſſe, | Father forgive them] yet 
that powerfull interceſſion, that for grace to e us Capable of 
mercy, that 6/eſing m this Text, the power of conferrin 
_ be praies for, this *twas to which the reſurreion inftall'd 

5 

4 If all this will not fatisfie, why then one way of clearing 
this truth farther, I ſhall be able to allow you,that the death of 
Chriſt conſidered as a ſacrifice, may under that notion paſſe nog 
for an aCt of a Prief in faio eſſe, but for a ceremony of his inau- 
guration in fleri; thus in the $, of Levit, at theconſecrating of Aa- 

ro 
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ron and his ſons, you ſhall find _ uſed, the Ram, the Ram of 
conſecration, ve 22. and apportion'd to'that, this Lambof God that 


by dying taketh away the ſins ofthe world, may paſle for a Lamb of © 
conſecration, the true critical] importance of the THArwwnmn a me : 


1wedrwy, Heb. 2. 10. that the Captain of our ſalvation was to 

be conſecrated by ſufferings. Thisdeath of his, that looks ſo 

| likean att of Aaronicall-Prieſthood is thejpreparative rite of con- 

 fecrating him to that great eternall Prieſthood after the order of 

Melchiſedech, and this preparative moſt abſolutely neceſſary 

both in reſpeft of Chriſt and us, of Chriſt who was to drink of the 

brook,of the way before his head ſhould be lifted up, humbled to death, 

&c. Phil. 2. wherefore God hath alſo highly exalted him, for that ſuf- 

fering crown'd him; Yea, and in reſpeCt of us "too , Hed. 2. 9. 

who were to be ranſom'd by his death, before we could be bleſſed 

by his reſurrettion, deliver'd from the captivity of Hell, before ca- 

pable otthat grace which muſt help us to heaven, which ſeems 

ro me to be the deſcant of that plain ſong, Heb.2.17,18.Where- 

fore in all things it behowved him to be made like unto his brethren, i. e. as 

| the 18.9. explains it, to ſuffer being tempted, to undergoe the in- 

firmities and mortalitie of our fleſh , that he might be a merciful 

and faithfull High-prieſt, &c. his infirmities and effuſion of his 

bloodare not this Prieſthood it ſelf, but the qualifying of the 

ſecond perſon in the Trinity,to become a High-prieſt, and that a 

mercifull and faitbfullone, Mercifull to pardon lips, and Faith- 

full to uphold from falling, and ſo a Prieſt, ſuch as it is moſt 

for our intereſt to have. And ſo once more the dream is out 

that Artemidorus mentions of one, he dream'd he was crucified, 

and the conſequent was, isg*vs 4veaipIn, he was taken up to bee @ 

Prieſt of Dioſpolis; And by the way, let me tell my Clergy Bres 

thren, if that ſhall prove the conſequent of our Prieſthood , 

which was the preſage of Chriſts, the pains, the contumelies, 

| yea and death of that Croffe, what is this but a blefled lot, that 

hath brought us ſo neer our Chriſt, and a means to conſecrate 

ns too to our Bagarvy isegTWuus , to be Kings and Prieſts for ever 
in Heaven. | 

I have thus far labour'd to clear this do&rine, calculated the 

| time of Chriſts enſtallment to his eternall Prieſthood , and found 

it exactly the ſame with the er here in this Text,nortill _ 
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44 8 the reſurref&ion, to which I ſhall only adde one final grand proof 
_ ofall, which will ſumme up all that-hath been hitherto faid, 
Thatparting ſpeech of Chrifts, Mat. ult. | All power # given unto 
me both in heaven and earth, | chat you know was after the reſurre= 
Gion, aud ſo from thence that power was dated,and that com + iſſion 
of bleſſing that here we ſpeak of, (theaCt of his eternall Priefg- 
hood) is his interceſſion, that interceſſion, his powerfull interceſſion, 
that his giving of that grace which he mtercedes for,that the bleſ- 
fing in this Text; and ſo the commiſſion of. bleſſing was given him 
not till after the reſurreFion. And beleceveit, though it look 
all this while like a rough ſapleſs ſpeculation;there is yet ſont- 
what in it, that may prove very uſefull and ordinableto prafiice, - 
a hint ifnot a means of removing one of the harmfull'ſt ſcandals 
and impediments of good life, that is to be met with. Weare 
Chriftians all, and by that claim 7Te-ſwor 575 Cnr atoroy, on 
rank, and on march toward eternal life, and yet many of us live 
like ſo many Mabometans or Chinai-infidels,quite out ofall form 
of obedience to the commands of Chriſt, we do not reverence him ſo 
much as to pretend toward ſerving him,not advance ſo far as but 
to be hypocrites in that matter, live in all the ſenſuality and vile- 
neſle in the world, and yet live confidently, reſolve we have done 
what is required of us by Chrift,can juſtifie our ſtate for ſuch as 
God ispleaſed with; And if we be calledto account, the an- 
chor ofall this unreaſoneble falſe hope of ours, is moſt conftant- 
ly this, that Chriſt our Prieſt hath propitiatedfor us, wee flie to our 
City of refuge tillour Prieſt be dead, and then we are quit by proclg- 
mation, out of the reach of the avenger of blood. 'Tis the death 
of Chriſt we depend on to do all our task for us, his Prieftly,not 
Regall office, weare reſolved to be beholding to,In that we have 
Chrif the Sacrificer, Chriſt the Reconciler,Ghriſt the Satisfier, and 
theſe are Chriſts enough to keep us ſafe, without the aid of Chriſt 
the King,that Iudaical unedifying notion of a reigning Meſſias,and 
then quis ſeparabit, what ſin, what Devils, what Legion, what 
A, what Habit, what Cuſtome, what Indulgence in fin, i. e. 
what m_ what Hell ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the hve, the 
favour, the beaven of God? | 
Hethat hath Chriſt the Prieſt, hath all; he that beleeves in the 
ſufferings, hath Chriſt the Prieſt, though not the King ; wo the 
j | aith, 
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faith, though not the works, i.e. the righteouſneſſe, though not 


the Heatheniſh morality;che Proteſtant, Orthodox part,though not 


_ the Popery,the Antichriſtianifm of a Chriſtian,$ ſo is buc the richer 


for that want;hath the greater portion in the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
by the abundance'of thoſe fins he ſuffered for; the more of the 
the Prieft is ours, by how much the leſſe of the King is dif- 
cernible in us. Having driven our unchriftian lives tothis prin- 
Ciple, this ſolemn conceit of ours, that the Prieſily office of 
Chriſt ( to which if rightly underſtood wee owe all our 
ſalvation ) is nothing but the Death of that Chriſt, methinks 
'twere now poſſible to convince the ſecure fiduciary of the 
errour and ſophiſtry of his former way , to rob him of his 
beloved cheat. Now that we have proved ſo cleer , that Chriſt 
commenc'd his eternall Prieſthood ( {wh on which all our bleſſed- 
neſſe depends) from the a#a51(a;, not till after his Reſwrefion, 
For Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul loveth, and monrneth, and blee= 
deth for in ſecret, thou carnall confident, that haſt wearyed thy ſelfe 
in the greatneſſe of thy way, thy profane wild-gooſe chaſe of {in, 
and yet haſt not ſaid, There is no hope, thou that wilt profane and be 
ſaved too, ryot and be ſaved too, reconcile fattion, rebellion, ſacri« 
ledge, oppreſſion, oaths, carnality, all the unchriſtian practices in 
the world, (the confutation ofthe whole Goſpel) with ſalva- 
tion; Tell me, I ſay, what Chriſt it is, thou wilt be tryed, or 
ſaved by; by Chriſt the King? Tam confident thou wert never ſo 
impudent to venture thy rebellions to that cognizance : Well, 
It 1s Chriſt the Prieſt thou ſo dependeſt on; and why Chrift the 
Prieft? Why? becauſe he hath ſacrificed himſelf for thee. Now 
let me tell thee, 1. That ſome have gueft ſhrewdly,that though 
Chriſt dyed for all the finners, and fins in the world, yet hisſuf- 
ferings being but finite in duration,, though infinite in reſpe& of 
the perſon of the ſufferer, will not provea AuSdy ioopporer, a pro- 
portionable ranſome for thy fins; I mean , the impenitent finners 
fins, in duration infinite, being, as they are, undetermin'd, un- 
cut off by repentance, Thou muſt return, reform, coſe and 
forſake, or cl{e thou haſt out-finn'd the very ſufferings of Chrift, 
out-ſpent that vaſt ranſome, out-damned ſalvation it ſelf: that 
may beaconviRtion ad bominem perhaps, and therefore] menti- 
on ditinthefirſt place. But m_ Thou art, it ſeems, > 
a2 this 
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this while miſtaken in thy Prieſt , chou art, it ſeems, all 
for the Aaronicall, arid haſt not yet thought of the Melchiſedech- 
prieſt; thou art all for the ſacrificer, and never dream'ſt of the 
bleſſer. Thou layeſt all thy weight on the Croſſe of Chriſt, and 
art ready to preſſe itdown to bell with thee, with leaning onely, 
but not crucifzing one luſt on it; never thinkeſt of being riſer 
with Chriſt, the condition ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary tv give us 
claim to the benefit of his death, and ſo in effeft thou leaveſt 
Chriſt in the grave, and thy ſelfe in that mournfu!] caſe of the 
deſpairing Diſciples,ſfperaveramus,we had hoped,but never look'ft 
afcer areſurreion. *T was St. Pauls ſaying, [ If in this life onely we 
have hope in Chriſt, we were of all men moſt miſerable | I ſuppoſe it is 
in this life onely, not of #s, but ofCEriſt on this ' a for it is 
brought to prove Chriſts reſurreion there, and it ſollows imme- 
diately, but now is Chrift raiſed, 1 Cor. 15+ 20. and if that bee the 
ſenſe ofthe £7 757 there, the | na life of Chriſt |] containsalſo 
his death under it, for both thoſe together it is, that muſtmake 
up the oppoſite to the reſurreffion. And then I ſha)l enlarge the 
Apoſtles words, though not ſenſe, If in the earthly life and death of 
Chriſt we had hope onely, a ſad life, and a contamelious death, if there 
were no ſuch thing as a reſurrejon to help bleſſe us, we were of all 
men the moſt miſerable;hadſt thou no other Prieſt,but the ſacrificer, 
the mortell finite Aqronicall-Prieft , nothing but the ranſome of 
Chriſts death, (which, though ic be never ſoa high a price, is 
yet finally unavailable to many for whom it was paid, hee 
bought them that are damn'd tor denying him, 2 Pet. 2. 1. thewil- 
fall finner treads under foot the Son of God, profanes the blood of the 
covenant by which he is ſandtified, Heb. 10.29. and ſo there's de- 
ftruion enough ſtill behind for the impenitent wretch, after 
all that Chrift hath ſuffer'd for thee) what forms of ejulation 
and lamentation were enough for thee, alas my Brother! ah Lord, 
or ah his glory! what mourning or wailing were thy portion ? 
Tell me, wilt thou be content to leave thy Father before hee 
hath bleſfd thee? Facob would not doe fo with the Ange!, but 
would wreſtle his thigh out of joynt, rather then thus part 
with him, and even the profane Eſau will run and weep bitterly for 
3s, and then artthou more nice and tender then that ſmooth Ja- 
eb, wretcbleſle then that profane Eſa, if thou contene'ſt thy 
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ſelfe onely to havebrought Chriſt to the grave, that ſtate of curſe, 
and never look'ſt out for the Bleſſing provided for thee in the 
Reſurrefion : Miſtake me not, I would not drive you from 
. this Croſſe of Chriſt, diſcourage you from that moſt neceſlary a? 
| of faith, the apprehending the crucified Saviour; No, if my lot 
had fallen on a Good-friday, I would have ſpent my whole hour 
on that one theme, and known nothing among you but Jeſus Chriſt 
and him crucified : Onely my defire is, that you will not allow 
one a of Faith to turn Projettor , to get all the cuſtomefrom 
thereſt, that you will permit Chriſt to live in you, as well as to 
 diefor you, tobleſſeas well as to ſatisfie, to riſe again fur your Juſti= 
fication, as well as to be delivered up for your offences , that you wil 
attend himat Galilee as wel as at Golyatha,think of the triumphant 
as well as the crucified Saviour,the eternall Melchiſedech, as well as 
the mortal! Aaron-Prieſt. And not onely to think of his rifing, I 
muſt te]] you, but count ofa work, a migþty important neceſ=- 
ſar wu. that of turning, in this Text, to be wrought on us, 
and in us by that ReſurreFion now, after the pardon impetrated 
by his paſſion; I ſay, not onely to thinkof and beleeve him riſen, 
the Devill hath as much of that thought, as frequent repeated 
afts of that beliefas you?, and thereis not ſuch magick in that 
faith or fancy, as to bear you to Heaven by meditating on his 
Journey thither, to elevate you by gazing on his <ſcen 107. No 
that faith muſt bee in our hearts too, that principle of Aion, 
and Pradtice, they muſt open to him as the Tulip to the riſing 
Sun, or as the everlaſting dores to that King of glory,give him an ala- 
crious hoſpitable reception,as the friend to the friend, as the 
diſeaſed to the Phy fitian, deliver themſelves up moſt willing 
Patients to all his b/eſing warming influences, to all his medici- 
nable ſaving methods, that he may ſanCifie , and reform, bleſſe 
and turn, live and reign in our hearts by faith, and prove a Shiloh ins 
the Criticks notion of the word, from ay w fortunatus eſt , the 
'y work of the Lord, tor which he raiſed him, thrive and proſper in his 
bands. We muſt riſe with Chriſt, as well as die with him, doe as 
the bodies of the Saints that ſlept, Mat. 28. 53. ariſe and come out of 
our graves,of ſin, goe into the holy City and appear tomany. Our reſur- 
. gere muſt be attended with an jre, (an ire of obedience, Go,and he 
goeth; an ire of motion too, an aftive ſtirring vitall life, not ſat 
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onely or creep, but goeand walk,and run the way of Gods comman= 
dements) and then 2. we muſt have a term for that motion, a 
matter for that obedience, an bj for that ire, and that | civitatem 


ſanfttam,] 1. the City, and then the bohy, the lite of the man , the - 


Citizen, the Common-wealths ran, riſen with Ch1iſt in every 
of theſe capacities; and then the ſanFam, a ſuperaddition of all 
ſanctity, of all that's Chrifian, and in all theſe notions we muſt 
ire, and preire, goe before as a 1418x&%, and fo doe that great 
a& of charity, attraft others after us by exemplary lightſome 
ations, aj parere multis, condu the ſtray multitude to heaven. 
That this is the benefit of Chriſts reſurre&ion, and that there 
is no faith or beleef in this article to be counted of, but that 
that is thus improved, thus evidenced, is the ſpeciall thing that 
I meant £o per{wade you from theſe words, which I ſhall en- 
deavour tO | by reſerving the remainder of the time- for the 
third and laſt particular, the interpretation of this Prieſtly office of 
Chrift, to which the reſurrection inſtall 'd him, or wherein this bleſſing 
conſifts, Tn turning, &c. 

For the equalldealing with which I conceive my ſelf obli. 
ged to ſhew you theſe three things. | 

1. What 1s meant by turning away every one from his iniquitier. 
- What the dependence is betwixt this and the reſurrection of 

T15T « , ; 

3. How this turning is an interpretation of bleſſing, God having 
raiſed up his Son Feſus, ſent him to bleſſe us, in turning, &c. 

For the firſt, every ſyllable will be a hint of dire&ion for 
this matter, I- Turn] that one ſyllable is the beſt deſcription of 
the great ſaving grace of repentance,,uer3980%5 T3 18, in Athanaſius's 
phraſe, the inverting, the tranſpoſing, or the turning of the ſoul, 
and lefſe then that will not prove ſufficient, humbling, and con- 
feſing, and grieving, and hating will not ſerve the turn, theſe are 
but initiall preparatives to that [af hand, but dull lines, but 
liveleſs monograms,which that vital pencil in this text,that of 
turning muſt fill up;the want of this one accompliſhment is the 
ruining of all,makes that vaſt chaſm as wide as that betwixt Di- 
ves and Abrahams boſome:the ſorrowing,confeſſing,ſelf-hating, 
- (ifunreformed)finner may fie in Hell,when none but the retur- 
ming Prodigall can find admiſſion to Heaven ; and that for the 
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 Fturning.] The mamer of which will be worth the obſerving 
alfo, the word [«mepig»}] here is common to ChriF, and vs, but 
in a different power and fenſe, he by way of efficience, we of 
nan-reſiſtance, active in Chrif, and but neutrall in us, he to turn 
us, and then we to tu*n, not to reſiſt that power of his grace,not 
to goe on when he turns : So in other phraſes of Scripture, 
he to draw, and then we to 74n after him, God to work in us Both 
to will and to doe, and then we to work out 0ur own ſalvation ; hee to 
knock, and we to open; he to rouze the ſleeper, and wee to awake, 
and riſe from the dead; wee to obey his grace, but his grace moſt ne- 
ceſfary thus to turn us: or yet more plainly, Chriſtto uſeall 
the means of turning us, that can belong to God, dealing with 
reaſonable creatures, and ſuch as he means #0 crown, or puniſh; his 
call, his promiſe, his threats, his grace, preventing, exciting, aſſiſting, 
in a word, all but violence, and coaction ( which is deſtruftive of 
all judgment to come) and we not-to=refiſt, to grieve, to quench thoſe 
bleſſing methods, to turn when he will have us turn. Then [every 
one of you] the extent of that grace, conſequent to that Reſur- 
rection, He is g:ne up on high, hath led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
unto men, men indefinitely there, and all fleſh in the other pro- 
pheſie (1 will pour out my ſpirit on all fleſh) and here every one of yeu, 
z. e. primarily every one of you Fews, | untoyou firſt| in the begin» 
ning of the Verſe, but then from them diffuſtvely to all others; 
The wwne& ydous, Tit.2.11. hath appeared unto all men,mudwel,;a, 
&c. taking them all into the ſchool of diſcipline, teaching them to 
live ſoberly, and juſtly, and piouſly in this world; and again [| every 
ene | this turning is indiſpenſably neceſſary , and therefore to 
every ſelfe-flatterer, O be not deceived, &c. and bring forth fruit, 
&c.and think not to ſay within your ſelves, We havelAbraham,&c.There 
is no diſpenſation for-Abrahams children,for the elef,for men of 
ſuch and ſuch perſwaſions,no ſpecial priviledge for Favorites, 
no poſtern-gate,or back-ſtairs for ſome choice privado's,all their 
prerogative is the uuiv aya7v, earlyer grace,or more grace,and 
conſequently ſo much the more obligation,but then except you 
repent, and return, you ſhall all periſh. Thirdly,[ From his iniquities 
Tniquitier, firſt, and then [ his ) Iniquities; not the @PgTwwams, 
every legal breach,or declination,the reſurrection,$ grace of Chrift 


will not thus return usto a Paradiſe on earth, willnot thus 
| _ ſublime 
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ſublime us quite out ofour frail finner-ſtate, ti/! our mortality be 
ſwallowed up with life, but the Tore: e, villanier and wickednefles 
of the carnal man, the waſting gets, and noyſome habits of an 
unſanttified life, from theſe Chriſt diedand roſe, that he migher 
turn us. There is not a morenoxious miſtake,a more fatal piece j 
of Stoiciſm amongſt Chriſtians, then not to obſerve the diffe- 
rent. degrees and elevations of ſin, one of the firſt, another of 
the ſecond magnitude, one ignis fatuus, or falſe ſtar differing from 
another in diſhonour, though nor in glory , ſome ſpors that are 
ſpots of ſons, that by a generall repentance,without particular victory 
overthem, by an habituall reſolution to amend all that is amiſs, 
without actuall getting out of thoſe frailties,are capable of Gods 
mercy in Chriſt, reconcileable with a regenerate eſtate, ſuch are 
our «Ir, our weakneſſes, ignorances, and the like; and 
ſome that are notthe ſpots of ſons, they which doe them, ſhall not, 
without a&uall reformation,and vi&ory, and forſaking,enter, 

” Or inherit the kingdwme of God; after all that Chriſt hath done,and 
ſuffered for them; ſuch our deliberate acts, and habits againſt 
light , againſt grace , the myneiz in Text; and let mee tell 
you, the not-pondering theſe differences , not obſerving the 
grains and ſcruples of fin, how far the «916 extend , and 
when they are overgrown into mvyneie, is the _— that I 
ſay no more) of a deal of deſperate profanenelle; We cannot 
keep from al! fin,and therefore count ir loſt labour to endeavor 
to abſtain from any; havingdemonſtrated our ſelves men b 
the <3r{z7, we make no ſcruple to evidence our ſelves Devills 
too by the mwmeiar; the deſperation of perfect ſinleſneſſe makes ug 
ſecure in all vileneſſe.and being engaged in weakyeſſe,we advance 
to madneſſe; either hope to be ſaved with our greateſt fins, or fear 
to bedamned for our leaſt; and having reſolv'd it impoſſibleto 
doe all, reſolve ſecurely to doe none; our infirmities may damn 
us, and our rebellions can doe no more; our prayers,our alms have. | 
fin in them, and our murthers and ſacriledges can be but finfull : 
and ſo ifthe Devil or our intereſts will take the pains to ſoli- 
cite it, the dead]yeſt {in ſhall paſſe for as innocent a Creature, as 

' tame a ſtingleſſe Serpent, as the faireſt Chriſtian vertue, and all 
this upcn the not obſerving, the weight of the Tvelar here, 
which Chriſt ro/e trom the grave on purpoſe to turn us from, 

and 
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and from which whoſoever is nor turned , fball never; riſe unta 
life. Adde unto this the[ «v7v ]the te n/quljey as it refers 
to the authour of them), and this is the bill of challengeand claime 
to thoſe accurſed poſſeſſions of ours; nothing is ſo truly, ſo pe- 
| caliarly. ours, as our ſinnes ; and of thoſe, as our mula, Our 
frailties, our lapſes, our ignorances, tbe diſeaſes, and infelicities of 
our nature, which may inſeniibly fall from us,vix ea noſtre voce; 
buc our wafting, wiltull acts, and indulg'd habits, thoſe great 
Vultures and Tygres of the ſoul, they are moſt perfectly our owne, 
the natural'ſt brats,and cruelleſt progeny,that ever came from 
our Joines, nor Zivs, nor Wes, nor $eevs, in Apgamenmons 
phraſe, nor God, nor Fate, nor Fiend, are any way chargeable 
with them : The firſt were bl:ſphemy, the ſecond Stoiciſme and 
folly to boot, thethird a bearing falſe witnefſe againſt the devill 
himſelf, robbing him of his great -fundamentall title of. 
NeBor&, Calummiator, and proving thoſe that thus charge hin 
the greateſt Devils of the twaine, andall this, is but one part of 
the 4v73] here, the | his] &c. as it refers to the Aurhor. And 
[vr ] again, the| bis ]as itis a note of eminence, his peculiar, 
prime, reigning fins, that all others like the 5J©@:, or com- 
munality are faine to be, ſubje& to, ſometimes a_monarch- 
difator-fingle-ſin,a \ the plague in bis own heart + pejndpatieros | 
ambition, of pride, of Iuft, of covteouſneſſe,that all others at their 
diſtance adminiſter unto ; ſometimes an optimacy. of a few, all 
prime coequall in their power, and ſometimes a democracy, or 
popular ftate, a whole Zgypt full of locuſts in one. breaſt, a 
Gad, a. troop or ſhole of ſins, all leading us captive to their 
ſhambles; and thus our Soveraign fins, as ditferent as our . 
rempers , and every . one the Fed here every man from 
bis iniquities. The ſumme of this firſt proſpe& is briefly 
this, The turning every one from his iniquities, wherein Chrifts 
| bleſſing us conſifts, is his giving of grace ſufficient to worke an 
| untverſall, ſincere, impartiall, thorough change of every ſinner, 
from all his reigning, wilfull fins; The fincerity , though 
not perfe&ion of the new creature; And the dependence be 
twixt this and the reſurrection of Chrift, is the ſecond, or next 
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abwaies the alt of rifing fromthe dead, hurt, the. conſequeng fiate 
after thaerifing, by theifame propartion that x7 xrias, the new 
creation, andthe A —_ or borne of God, fignifie. the fate 
of Sonſhip, and notthe aof beyetting onely 5 So thax, in, brick, 
the decrroo; here, the neifing up of Feſw, fignifics the new ſlate, 
vo which Chyft was inauguratear his reſurrefian, and containes 
undevitalb the ſeverals> of aſcenſion, of fitting at the right hand; 
ot power, of the miſon ofthe Holy Ghoſt, and his powerfull 
interceffion: forus in Heaven ever Gree, and to the end of the 
workd;Ard this is the notion of the reſtrrection, of Chrift,which 
isohe befor, which hath that influence on our turning, *ewil vot, 
beamilſle ro ſhew you how. 

And here halt not mention that moratl influence of his re- 
ſarretion upom ours; s theexample of his powerful ming 
out of the grave; to preach to as the neceſſity of our ſhaking oft 
the grave-dloths, that.cadgverous, chill noyſome flats. of 
Sourny Hay nf News, to riſtagain with. lim; Thisis the bee 

in the Text; bur this the example of Chcioges reach - 
ongpenough ro dead foules,before it would be heartned'unto; . 
although the truth is, the antient Church by their ſetting apare, 
theſe Holy-datesfor the keptizing of all that were baptizcd,and 
the whole fpace berwixt this and Pentecoſt, and every Doninicell 
in the yeare; for the geftureof ftanding in all their ſervices,that 
no man might come neere” the” earth, at the time that 
Chriff roſe from it, didcertainly defireto enforce this morall on. 
us, that our fontes might.now; zurne, and be eſſed, mi andbe 
conformed to the image of Chrifts reſurre&ton. Bleſſed Lord! 
that it-might be thus exenplary to us at this time. But to omit 
this, the fpecial? particulars wherein the reſurrection of Chrilt, 
as our Meſſer, hath its influence on our turning , are briefly 
theſetbree: | 

1. The beftowing on. us. fome part of that Spirit by which. 
Chrift was raifs> out of the grave. Confider, Rom. 8. v-11.8nd 
'tis all rhac Mfhall fay to you of that firſt particular. If the 


Spirit of him that raiſed up. Cbri@.from the dead dwell in yow-be that, . - 


raifed' up Chrift ſhall .alfs quicken your mortall bedies by bis Spirit that. , © 
dwelleth in you,that Spirit of power by which Chriſt was raifed +» 


out ofthe grave; ts the'very ethcient of our turning, gy” 
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birth, rhe Auchor otouripreſent Heſſezhroſſe, and 'the pledde '> _— 
onr furure/inimortalicy: God having 'ruiſed his Sor By kr Sk, 
anoincedhim with chat Spirit ro work the like miractes dai 
on'our'ſoules, in bleſſing, in turning every one, &c. and that [is 'the 
firft ching. 

>. Chrifts reſurrection 'hath'a hand in Meſſing, in trrniny from 
iniquity, in reſpett ro 'that ſolemn miſſion of the Holy Ghitt 
try ond ay wore Farrar ds os ſceriſton. 
'This nor perſon, I meane, but office ofthe , GhoR, tn ſe mg 
a Paſtoragein'the Church, andto it the confequent power;znd 
neceſſity of preaching, adminiftring Sacramems, prverning, cenſuring, 
all which werethe effefts of Hoh Gho#t Hes Wear 
dire& interpretation of theaddors rricue, then, and-everiince 
then. To which ifyou'pleaſe to add the promiife of the un- 
nexion of the Spirit, 'and the inviſible grace' of God tothe 
orderly uſe of theſe, fo far, that thepreuching cr (not 
onely that manner of prachingamong us, that hath gotten 
Jarman. of all rhe ſervice -of God intg its Pareiit, the 
onely thing that many ofus payalt our devottonto, bur any 
other way of makingknown the Goſpel of Chrit the 'QoUrine 
of the ſecond Covenant) is call'd Nawvie wropar®o\Coriz'B. 
the adminifiration » or means of difpenfing'the Spirit tonis,antfithe 
Sacrament xewavia'auar®; the communiteetion bf the BInithof rift, 
yeaand the cenſures, no carnall wearthMlune weiponrofour war- 
fare, 2 Cor. 10, 4. but mighty through God, 8c. you have 'then a 
ſecond energy of his Teſerrellin: toward-our Kning, fo great, 
that he that holds out againſt thismerhod of power and-grace, 
and will not turnenor underſtand afterall this, ſhall never be 
| capable of any other means of Bbleſmg, of working (that grear 
worke for him: and ſo you ſee. the fecond ground of tdepen- 
dence,between the reſurreftio, and bleſſing , or turning. Othat 
it might worke its defigne npon us, that today we would heare 
the woyce, that cries ſo loud tous out of Heaven, the laſt 'per- 
haps numerically, Tam ſure the laſt in fpecie or Kind, the laft 
artifice, this of the Word, and Sacraments, thar'is ever to 
be hoped for tothis end, to Bleſſe #s, to turne 145-every one from 


oNr , Kc. 
3. The Reſurrefior: hath to doe in blefing, and- twraing , 'in 
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- reſpe&t of Chrifts Interceſſion, that prime a& of his Melchiſedech- 


prieſtboed, his powerfull interceſſion, i. e. in effe&, conferring of 
ce on us; thus Rom. 8. 34- where that weighty buſinefle of 
Juſtifying is laid more on the Reſurreftion, then Death of Chriſt, 
(It is Chriſt that dyed , yea rather that is riſen againe) Tis thus 
enlarged in the next words, who is even at the right hand of Ged, 
who alſo maketh: interceſſion for us; his interceſſion, powerfull inter- 
ceſſion at the right hand of God, ( a conſequent of Gods raiſing 
up bis Son Feſws) hath a maine influence on turning frſt,and then 
juſtifying the ungodly : and ſo Heb. 7.25. Wherefore he is able to 
ſave them tothe uttermoſt, 0411 cis av mayTW4s, to ſave them for good 
and all, deliver them from all kind ofaffailants, from fin, from 
themſelves, from wrath, from hell, though nor abſolutely all, 'yet 
thole that come unto God by him, thoſe that turne when he will 
have them turne, ſeeing be ever liveth to moke interceſſion for them. 
Will you ſee this more clearly ? Why then thus. There are 
three degrees of Grace, preventing, exciting, aſſiſting: the firſt for 


_ converſion, the ſecond for ſandiifying, the third for perſeverance. 


And two a&ts of turning, being already premiſed, for the begin- 
ning of that bleſſing worke, 1. By the power of that Spirit that 
raiſed Jeſu from the dead; Then 2. By the deſcent of the holy 
Ghoſt; (the. firſt as the ſeed ſowne, theſecond as the raine and 
Sun-ſhineto bring it up) there is yeta third required for the 
eareing and hardning of the corne, that of Gods giving increaſe, 
for the conſummating this weighty affaire, for the confirming 
and eftabliſhing thoſe thatare initially beſt and turned, into a 
kind of Angelicall ſtate ofperſeverance : Andto. this it is that 
Chriſts continuall interceſſion belongs, for that is peculiarly 
for Diſciples, for thoſe thatare Belcevers, Chriſtians already, 
that they may be preſerved and kept in that ſtate, (as for Saint 
Peter in the time of ſhock, of tempeſt, when Satan is at] 
his | expetivit |) that if we be permitted to be temp- 
ted, yet. our faith may not faile, Luk, 22. 32. Another copy 
of this interceſſion you have Joh. 17. the whole Chapter is a 
preſcript forme of it, a platforme of what he now ily Per- 
forms in heaven. Look in the 11. verſe, Holy Father, keep 
through thine owne name, owne power, thoſe whom thou haſt given 
ee, thoſe that are beleeversaleady: and in the 15. T pray not 


that 
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that thru ſkouldſt take them out of the world,but that thou ſhouldſt keep 
them from the evill one; not from immunity from temptations, 
for an impeccable ſtate, but tor a ſufficiencie of grace to keep, 
to ſuſtaine them in time of temptation, that they may be able to 
ſtand. So that this Intercefſion of Chriſt, is apportion'd and 
adequiate to the 75x07778, proficients, thoſe'that are Beleevers 
already, Diſciples, (or others to come that ſhall be- ſuch, and 
when they are pray'd for, are con{idered under that notion,as 
tis cleare, ver. 20. Neither pray I for theſe alene. but for them alſo that 
ſhall beleeve on me through their word ) adire@ notion, who they 
are, that this daily interceſſion for keeping, for perſeverance be- 
lovgs to, the beleevers, faithfull diſciples, and none others, 
- Tpray for them, Tpray not for the world, ver. 9. Other prayers he 
can allow for the world, the veryeſt incarnate devils in it, the 
very crucifyers, Father forgive them ; butthis prayer for perſeve- 
rance, for keeping, is onely for the [ them} the beleevers there : 
The impenitent unbeleever cannot have his portion in thar, 
unlefſe he would have Chriſt pray to damne him irreverſibly, 
to keep him in his impenitence, to ſeale him up unto the day of perdi- 
tion : You ſee from hence by way of reſult or corollary, what 
tis that ourperſeverance in the faith and favour of God is im- 
putable to, not any fatal] contrivance for ſome ſpeciall conti» 
dents, that their finnes ſhall not be able to ſeparate them, not any 
ſuch wmaurgwns,as Marcus his Scholarsin Trenews pretended to, 
that by it they were von Tywuente, naturally fpirituall, that all 
the bebaucheries in the world could no more vitiate them,then 
the Sun-beams are profan'd by the dunghill which they ſhine on, 
or the gold by the ! nes it may be mixt with, that by the 
ſhield of the mother of heaven, what ever they did, they were 
avegn 7% LeTh, inviſible tothe Fudge.No ſuch comforts and hopes 
a9 theſe, of perſeverance in ſime, and favour with God at once, of 
| making good ourunion with God, when wearein the gall of 
| bitterneſſe , of being juſtified , when we are not ſandiified; that 
magical! ſpell, that faſtens us in a circle, (and then whatever we 
doe there, the devill cannot approach us) is thevery hope of the 
bypocrite in F5b. and that hope as hypocriticall as bimſelf, peri- 
ſheth, and vaniſheth, when he hath moſt reſt to ſet upon it, 
_Nems $amd© Thigns, faith Ariſtotle, the debauch't young man can 
Bb 3 entertaine 


XUM 


The bleſfing unfluenct of Szrm,.IX, 


entertaine himſelf with ſuch daring courageons kopes as theſe, 
yiews Nt $urnami, but vid age and death-beds are not ot ſo good aſſu- 
 rance. There is bur one principle,I ſay,of ourperſeveranceto be 
depended on, that of Chriſts daily interceſſion for the trac humble 
diſciple, that his faith may mt faile, andithat Tnterceſſion, an aft 
Of poxer in Chriſt, to give what he thus 'prayes for, All power 
ingiuvenunto me , and to in eftedt, a doing, and giving what e- 
yeris required on Gods part to the working of this bleſſed 
worke upon our ſontes,a concurrence, an aGuall donation 
oftninutely aſſiftanceto them thathumbly waitand beg for it, 
and that ſecondly receiveit, and makeufeof it when'tis given. 
Thatdouble condition is indifþenſably required on our parts, 
to the obraining ot thisgrace;as you ay free in the Habenti 
dabitur, the'parable of the talent: and Heb. 7. 25. Heirableto 
them that eome unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make inter- 

for them: the ability to ſave and deliver out of the tempters 
harid, to giveperſeverance, is explained by hiscontinuall inter- 
ceſfion, but that-onely to thofe that come unto God by him, the 
pious diſciple, and true Chriſtian, the worſhiper of God that doth 
bis will, that 1. begs, and then doth not reſiſt, and grieve that Spi- 
rit of his, (as Heb. 5. 9.he is anthour of ſalvation, to whom? to all 
thoſe that obey bim ) he is | able to ſave them | as if Chriſt were not 


able to fave any others, to:giveany other perſeverance, ( « be 


could not doe miracles in his owne country,becauſe of their unbelief.) 
The truth is, his decree and oath hath rmanicled him, not to 
work ſuch miracles of mercies,prodigies of perſeverance for the 
profane impenitent, theeither1ſpiricuall or carnall preſumer. 
You'ſee now the dependence berwixt the 4rac iow, 6n one fide, 
andthe coſe & Wmrybper, on t'other, the riſing on one fide,and 
the bleſſing and turning on t'other : I proceed to my laſt par- 
ticular, that the turning is but a periphraſis of Bleſſing, To Bleſſe us 
in turning,$C. | | 
AndI would it were in my power in ſtead of demonſtrating 
to yourbraine, to preach this home to your affeftions,to per- 
ſwadeyou, and convince you of this great truth, the jbeliefe 
of which your felicity here, and eternity hereafter ſo much de- 
pends on ; -could you but acknowledge the *7, that thereis 
any 'fuch 'thing as bleſſedneſs 'in -a regenerate life, diſcerne this 
| myStery 
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mftery of gadlineſſe, the preſent- joyous eftate, thar lirs folded 
up tn the mew creature, 'tis impoſſible-you ſhould be any longer 
in-love with periſhing. There may be perhaps ſome ſmooth 


pleaſant parts in ſinne that the beaſt about you _ delight In 
at 


fome entertainment for that carnall brute; but a. poore 
acquiſition is that delight, to-tempr thee our of Bleſſedyeſſs, to 
rob- thee of ſuck ineſtimable treaſures? A piteous ange 
this, make-the beſt of it: but when that mymentary joy is nor to 
be had'neither, when there is ſo little, ſo nothing even of 
tranfitory carnallpledfure im it, then Returne O' Shynamite; retarnes 
lernort. the Predigall outwit thee, outthrive thee, rifeup; in 
Judgment again thee, and condemne thee ; Heafter the exhauſting 
not onely ofhis patrimony, but of his fl-fþ, a creſ-fall'n degene>- 
rous Prodigall, a kindof Lycanthropos Nehuchadnegzar , c but in 
worſe company) driven from men to ſpine, which of alt other 
creatures are unfitteſt to preach returning (their ocutar nerves , 
faith Pfytarch, are ſo placed, that _ can never come to fee 
Heaven, till they are laid upon their backg) yet even this (one 
of ſwine) Protigall can at laſt think fit to returne to his Father,O: 
tet this Prodigal rne Preacher, (as fugh fometimes when they 
haverun out of a}, are wont-to doe). I ſhall give him the-Text 
on which I ſhattbe confident he wilf bevery rhetoricalt;Re+ 
tarne.unto thy,reſt O my ſoule- | 

Againe, confider the 7 what ble eagle #,and that may poſ- 


fibly work upon you; Other exceltenetes.chere are, that may | 


fet you.ont, inthe eyes of men, generoſity, oblginenefieyi [= 
dome, learning; courage, &c. andevery ofthefe can be thoughs 
ftro be ſome ſober maus Idol. And yet the utmoſt that can de- 
bong to.thele, is to be praiſe-worthy: And then. whag proportion: 
is there betwixt all theſe; anit one ſach heroick excellency, of 
which the Philoſopher can fay,praiſe is.t90 poorea reward for 
them,we count.them Bleſſed. | 


O then if there be any conſolation in Chriſt, ny vertue, any praiſe, if - 


any fo noblea quality as ambition be left in you, if any ſparka 
of that Veſtal flame, any aſpiring to that which will ennoble- 
and ſublime your natures, any defigne on bleſſedneſſe, behold. 
ang yepennter the zurning in this Text, nay if you are but fo. 
wel-ndt 


ured as tO wiſha poore piteous accurſed kingdome on 
of. 
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of the jawes of ſo many hels, and capable of ſome returne to- 
ward bleſſedneſſe againe, fulfill yyu my joy. Away with thoſe 


obje&ions and prejudices we have to. repentance, that "tis a 


ragged, thornie, galling way, - a dull, melancholy, joylefle 
ſtate, what ever you can mifſe, what ever quarrel in it,.'twill be 
abundantly repair'd and ſatisfied in this oneof Bleſſedneſſe; ſend 
me all the torments and miſeries, of this malitious Age, the in- 
ventions of wit,andcruelty, all the diſeaſes,that the Heathens 
feare had deificd, and in the midſt of theſe a'preſent,inſtant Heſ- 


| fedneſſe, andI ſhall certainly detie them all; give me bleſſedneſſe 


upon the wrack, upon the wheel, and if you will ſuppoſe it 
poſlible,in hell it ſelfe,, and I will never aske Father Abrahams 
favour,or allay to thoſe flames, I ſhall not doubt but to enjoy 
that any thing,that hath bleſedneſſe in it. The very Heathens, 


faith Saint Auſtine , had a great deligne upon one treaſure that 


they found they had loſt, uſed all meanes they. could think 


would contribute toward the recovery of it; and in that queſt 


went at laſt, ſaith he, andgave heir ſoules to the Devil;to get 

purity for thoſe ſoules,”T were then but reaſon that you would 
give your ſoules unto God, to purchaſe it, that you would ſet a 
turning,a purifying, when the ſame compendium renders you pure, 
and ef together, when the being happier then you were before, 
isall that you pay tobelo for eyer. 

I have tired you with preaching that, that would have been 
more ſcaſonable to have prayed for you, that God having, as on 
this day, raiſed ap his Son Bea, will vouchſafe to ſend him into 
every of ourhearts;to þleſſe us, to bleſſe this accurſed, miſerable 
Kingdome, this ſhaking, palſie Church, this broken State, this 
unhappy Nation,this every poorefſinner ſoule, by turning all, 
and every one from hisiniquities, by giving us all, that onely mat- 
ter of our peace, and —_ ere, and pledge of our cternal 
felicity hereafter; Which God of his infinite mercy grant us all, 
for bjs ſon Jeſus ſake whom he hath thus raiſed. To whom with 

the Father,and the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed,as our only tribute ,the 


> 


. bonour, Kc. | 


© GODS 


XUN 


F 


ITY % | | FY: 193 
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The X. SERMON , prepared at 
Charisbrook:Caſtle, but not Preach'd» 


Aa 


Isal AH I. Je 
Why ſhould you be ſtricken any more © you will revolt more 
and more, 


22S T is aheavy complaint of Gods, and'though ex- 
x4 pum without much noiſe,yet in a deep meleing 
earty paſſion, not onely in the verſe next before 

my Text, with heaven and earth call'd tobe witnef- 
ſes of the complaint, but with a little varying of 
the expreſſion, every where elſe, throughout the Prophets, that 
Iſrael dith not know,Gods py doth not conſider. Al the arts of diſci- 

pline and pedagogie had been uſed to teach then) knowledge,and 
conſideration, i. e. to bring them to a fight, and tenſe of their 
eſtate,letures,warnings,chidings,blows,ſhaking and rouzing, 
and-hazening them, it it were poſſible, to awake them ont of 
that Iethargick,ſenſlefſe condition. The whole people uſed like 


that proud King of Babylon, driven from men, ſet to live and 
Cc converle 
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= converſe with the beaſts of the field, ( lach were the Chaldeans, 
whither they werecarryed captiveJit ſo be,as it fared with him, 
ſo might Y ſucceed with them, the Field be a more gain= 
ful School then the Palace had been,that by that means at leaft, 
they might {ft up their eyes to heaven, and their underſtanding return 
!0 them, Dan-4. Turn'd from men into Beaſts,that that ftranger 
Metamorphoſis might bee wrought on them, a transformation 
from men.intg9 mens from ignorant brutiſh, into prudent con4i- 
dering men, nay delivered up even unto Satan by way of dilci- 
pline,that Satan might teach them ſenſe;The plagues of Agypt, 
of Sodome, of Hel] let looſe upon theay,to try whether like the 
rubbing and theſmarting of the Fiſhes gall, it might reftore theſe 
blind Tobits to their eyes and ſouls again. To work the ſame 
work, if it be poſſible, upon us, is, I profeſſe, my bulineſſe, and 
onely errandat this time; There hath been a great deal of pains 
taken by God tg this purpoſe, doftrine and diſcipline, inſtru- 
ions and corre&ions, and all utterly caſt away upon us hi- 
therto, the whole head ſick, and the whole heart faint, in the words 
next after my text,which you muſt not underſtand,as ordinari- 
ly men do,of the fins of that people,that thoſe were the wounds, 
end bruiſes, and putrefied ſores, ( give meleaveto tell you, thatis a 
miffake for want of confidering the context)but of judgments, 
heavy judgments diſeaſes, piteousdifeafes, both on he:d and 
+ brart, Epilepſies, wracking pains in the head, the whole King- 
dome may complain in the language of the Shunamites Child, 
© my head, my head! nay, in the Prophets, the crown is faln from 
our head,ghe crown ot our head torn & faln from our head;and 
the heart in terrible fainting fits,every faot ready to overcome; 
From the ſole of the foot to the crown of the head, from one extream 
art of the Nation to another,nothing but diſtrefſe or oppreſ- 
= ſuffering or a&ting direfull Tragedies, miſery or impiety, 
{ the latter the more fatall ſymptome, the greater diſtrefſe of | | 
the two)and yet noma layeth it to heert, England will not know, | 
Thetruth is, the deformities which are in our ſelves, we are 
fuck partiall ſelf-paraſites, that there is no ſeeing in a dire& 
line, no-coming to. that proſpeCt but by refle&tion ; ſhall wee 
therefore bring the E/ephant to the water , and there ſhew him 


and 
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and amaze him with the ſightand nglinefle of his proboſeis? the 
ſtate of the Jews is that water where wee may ſee the image of 
this preſent Kingdome moſt perſeltly delineated ini every lin 
and feature, its proſcerity, its pride, its warnings, its provcdtions, 
| its c1ptivities, its contumelions uſing of the Prophets, ſcorning the q 
Meſſengers from God-that came to reprieve then, at length its 
fatall preſages, the deadly feuds, &mwrat & myicur, Zelotr and 
Brothers ot the ſword, plowing it up to bee fow'd with ſale 
and brimſtone, andall thischargeable culture and difcipline 
caſt away upon them utterly, mortifying ( in ftead of fins and 
impieties ) nothing but the reliques of piety and civility, and 
ingenuows nature;a ſtrange peſtilentiall feaver, ſcifng e#pon'their 
very ſpirits, and ſouls; and now nothing but a Komen Eagle, 
ora Hell, a Titus, or a fiend left behind co work any reformati- 
on on them. Thug all Gods thunderbolts being exhauſted, his 
methods of ——_—_ pozed, and non-plaYt and fraftrated, 
there is nothing behind but calling in & retra&ing thoſe rods, 
the no longer vouchſefing thoſe thunderbolts,, 4riews nt 
youwould be glad to hear of,reſpit of puniſhments; bue that 
moſt ominous direfull of all others, the moſt formidable of alf 
Gods denouncings.,the laſt and worſt kind of deſertior,}byſPoutd 
ya be (nat embraced and dandled,but )fcourged and ſmitten arty 
more* Tou will revolt more and more. 7 07 
Theſe words will afford you theſe four fields of plain and 


uſeful meditation 3 


I. Gods cuſteme of ſtriking ſinners, and encreaſing ſtriper on” theyr, 
in order to their reformation. { {3 Rn 

2. Theprime proper ſeaſons for ſuch ſtriking: 1. Tre cafe of revolt. 
2. Incaſe of revolting more. | = 

3. Theone onely caſe. in- which ſtriking becomes uncharitteble, when 
| | the _ and the more God ſmites, the mere and the morethe firtner 
TeÞOLLy: 

4- And laftly,the pitifull eftate of the finner when be comes to this, 
when in this caſt God removes ſmiting, for though it be an” aft of 
mercy in God, yet 'tis that which bodes veryill,”" tis an indication 
of the moſt defjerate eſtate of the Patient. Why' ſh you bee 

cken any more 2 ; 
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I begin firſt with the firſt, {which lics not ſo viuble and di- 
ftinguiſhable in the Text; but is thefoundation, that is ſup- 


paſed under it,and on which all that is vifible is ſuperſtraſted) 


and that is G:ds pious and charitable deſign in ſrmiiting ſinzers, an? en- 
creaſing ſtripes on them; though now on more prudential] conii- 
derations, they ſhall not be any more ſmitten. 

If my children forſake my law, &c. I will viſit their offences with the 
rod, and their fins with ſcourges, ſaith Grd by the Pſalmiſt. God hath 
his vilits for diſt:mpered children, not onely like that of St. Paulr, 
in the ſpirit of meekneſſe, But alſo. » p22 , with the rod : and it 
that (ingleengine of diſcipline will not doe it;there are ſharper 
and more behind;the flagella, or ſcourges, in the plurall. Andthis 
by the way of prudent medicinal! proceſſe, of folemn dcliberate 
diff enſation, according to rules of Art : You wttl preſently 
diſcern it, it you but look into the nature, and cauſes , and pro- 
ceſſe of the diſeaſe : I ſhall give you but one way of judg- 
ing ef theſe, by remembring- you, that all fin is founded in 
bono jucundo, in the pleaſing, or delighting ot the carnal] faculty : 
Every man is tempted,when he is drawn away of his own luſt, and enti- 
ced, when his carnall pleaſurable faculty £Ziarea 2 Nazdte, drags 


bim out of his rode _— by an amiable pleaſurable lure or 


bait : Ofthis kind, if you will look into the retail, you ſhall 
find every fin in the world tobe, ſome law of the members, ſome 
diate of the fleſh, which is all for ſenſitive pleaſure, a warring, 
a contending, arguing and pleading before the will againſt the 
adverſary law of the mind,againſt the difats of the honeſt,or ver. 
mathe rational or Chriſtian,which is a pretending & con_ 
tending on the other ſide. Three repreſentations there were of th, 
le in the firſt fm,andevery of thoſe under this notion of plea_ 
e: Thewoman ſaw, 1. That twasgood for food, pleaſurable to th e 
taſte: 2. Adeſire( as *tis in the Heb. ) which we render again 
pleaſant ta the eyes : And. 3. that 'twas to bedefired to make one » of 
7. e. according to the ſame Heb. notion, ipleaſurable in this, tha? 
it would make them know more then they did before,. a kind 
of ſatisfa&tion, and ſo-pleaſure to the underſtanding, ( as you 
know knowledge, though it be but of trifles and news, is a moſt 
pleaſurable thing. Ando generally, every fin is begotten after 
the image and likelyneſs of that firſt;the pleaſures of lu,the plea- 


ſure; 
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ſures of revenge,that huge high Epicuriſm )the pleaſures ofpride,( the 
= chac Ariftotle,or the author me: #3(ps conceived that the 
o1d Heathen gods could pretend to in their receſſes, their not 


vouchſafingto ſee or hear any thing, bat by Perſpe&ives and. 


Otacouſticks) or again,the pleaſures of hereſte, of ſchiſme,which 
he that is guilty ot, ſaith the Apoſtle,is he not carnal? the plea- 
ſures of ſingularity, and being head of a fa&tion , they ſay , the 
bugeſt ſenſuality, and voluptuoutneſle. the moſt bewitching ra- 
vithment of any : And even cyvetouſneſſe, and ambition, the finnes 
which ſeem to be particularly faſtned on two other notions of 
the forbidden fruit, the prefit,and honour, the wealth and great- 
neffe, the baits of the world, and not of the fleſh, (and may have 


' ſmitings of God proportioned to them, on our eſtates,and honors, 


as well as on our fleſh) yet, I ſay, even theſe would certainly 
never beable to work upon us, it there were not a notion of 
pleaſure in them : and therefore one of them is call'd the luft of 
the eye, and the worldly pomp, and greatneſle, the objett of the 

other, (as that in Mpſes, of the bonour of being called the fon of Pha- 

raobs daughter) is diſtinCtly ſtyled the pleaſures of fin, in the plu- 

rall, Heb. 11. 25. Andindeed the matter is clear and demon=- 

ſtrable, there being but two contrary faculties about us,the ra- 

tionall, and the carnall prineip'e, the inward: and the: outward 
man, as every vertuous and Chriftian thought and a&ion is a 
oupideeX, Td vopy 7% 953, Roms 7. 22. a complacency and- delight 
of the upper nobler ſpirituall faculty in the law: of God, the 
objc& apportioned to thet,ſo is every fin-that isever commit- 

ted, a ouridio; md roup e& wenieCt, a complacency, or conjuntion 

in liking, a being pleaſed with the law of the members, a chooting 

of that which may be moſt agreeable and proportionable to the 
deſigns of the fleſh, 3. e. moſt deftrable and pleaſurable:to that.' 

. Having given you the charaCter of the diſeaſe, the diſtin& na- 

tureof fin,thepropriety of the diſtemper,that ſomeeither true or 
falſe ſenſuall pleaſure, ſomething that is really dele&able to 

the fleſh, or that either by a falſe glafſe ofpaſimor cufome,or elſe 
by an impertfeCt half light appears to be pleaſurable, is the founda- 
tionand matter of every fin, (never any reyolts from God,but 
when we hope to enjoy our felves better in ſome other com- 
pany, ſome revenue or income of 4TAwrs, or joy to the fleth 


Cc 3 expected, 
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expeited, and aim'dat in every extravagance or out-lying 


you cannot now chooſe but acknowledge the propriety of the 


Phy fick,- _— _ __ here before 4 the ulctu'neſle of the 
ſtrokes, or ſmitingrtor this recovery. naman is in the pur- 
fuit ofameer pleaſurable obje&,which he confeſſes to coli fte 
nothing clfc,but that ic is fweet to taſte, could he but diſcern or 
eſpy the whole ſweetneſſe and pleaſurableneſſe of it lecretly ler out; 
or ipilt upon the ground,or evaporate before his eyes,or but a 
ſcourgeheld over his head , ora viall of gall or wormwood 


imbibed, that for every dram of pleaſure ſhall give him a terrible 


proportien of bitterneſſe at the preſent, of inſtant pain or ſmart: 
'tis notimaginable that any man in his ſenſes ſhould advance 
one ſtep farther in this purſuit; the more ſenſaalland carnall man 
he is, the more he muſt abhor ſach marches as theſe, which are 
ſo treacherous and.imalicious to the very fleſh; he that can ſa- 
tisfic himſelf with the empry name of fer, though it taſt never 
ſo-ſowre or loathſome, that will not in this caſe compromiſe and 
compound with innacence,take purity on Chriſts terms;rather 
then venture on preſent racks.and torments, had need be a ſub- 
lime, acrcall, ſpirituall.finner indeed, like Lucifer himſelfe, who 
we know, is all Spirit, he mnft have nothing left of Senſe or 
Fleſh about him; Were but the thouſandth part of that hell 
which expects. the indulgent finner in another world, mixt 


- ithe very cup.ot his pleaſurableft ſimrhere, the leaſt preſent w_ 


in-ſtcadofall thoſe future Scorpions, it. would be almoſt impo 
blefor the maſt magnanimous ſinner to enter ſo deep for that 
empty: honour, the bare apinion,or fancy, or credit of having afſaul- 
ted:andrebeliedagainft heaven, and gain'd nothing by it, to 
pay ſo-:dear:far that which is-not bread, hath nothing of ſubſtance 
or ſatisfagion. init; and thereforethis is the defign of Gods rod, 
kis:ſmitings, his puniſbmentsto give usa little of that hell be- 
fore band, ( which ourinfide!ſenſes apprehend nothing of, as 
long as'tis future )£o help us to ſomediſrelifh ro finatthe pre- 
fent-, to. give:us {ome part of its portion,. (of the odionſneſſe 
and bitterneſſe of it ).in-thevery math, that wee may not: have 
any. joy. in. chewing or ſwallowing' downe fo-abhorred a 
mixture, whidy hath ſuch a: certair-arrear of horror, and bit- 
tecnefſe in the ftorcky to rain. down ſome fire and: brimftone 
| into 
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into our Throats, whenſoever we are gaping after that forbid- 
den Tree; thus to diſcourage, if not to allay our hydropick 
thirſt, to incumberand traſhus in our violent furious marches, 
to pluck off the wheels of our Epyptian charivts, thac they may 
drive more heavily, that finding the moſt pleafurable fin ſuch a fad 
Yauru/mezracompoſt of more bitter then ſweet atthe very inflant, 
we 'hould never be ſuch blind obedient Votaries of Satan,never 
ſo perfe&ly renounce and deny our ſelves, our own eaſe, our 
all kind of intereſts and advantages, never be fuch profeft ene< 
mies and tyrants againſt our own fleſh, as to goe on in' ſuch 
chargeable wayes of fin, when we ſee and feel fo ſadly ; how 
without and before the certain cures ofa chill'd old age;by this 
charitable anticipation of Gods ſmiting hand, the deyes are come 
upon fin, that we car truly ſay that wehave no pleaſure mit. And 
ſo you ſee the grounds of this medicinal method;the charity ant 
gi of Gods deſign in ſmiting , my firſt obſervable; TI proceed 

riefly to the prime proper ſeaſons of this charity, this ſmiting, 1. In 
caſe of revolt, 2. Of revolting more,may ſecond particular, 

Gods firſt reaſon of puniſhing, is inſtantly. upon revolt,at the 
firſt breaking off, or averſion, or departure from God; And ſare 
he that is not ſuffer'd by God to enjoy one eafre or comforta= 
ble hour in fin, that is preſently call'd to diſcipline , tatphe 
what a jealow God he hath provoked, that is rouzed and awaked 
at the firſt nod,watcht over by the moſt vigilant Monitor,(that 
hecannot moveont of his poftare of pierty;bne preſently God 
in heave; isa calling out to him, to:reduce him eo his rank a- 
gain ) cannot chuſe but acknowledge himſelfe a prime part 'of 
Godsecre and follcitude, The?firſt day of going out into the 
field, as in Gods, ſo in Satans ſervice, is generally a nice, ' and a 
erticallday; according to the ſucceiles or diſcouragements wee 
meet with then, we have more or lefſe mind to the trade for 


. ever after; ſhould but oar beginnings of revoft from God, 


our firſt treacherous intentions againſt him prove lucky, and 
ſmoorh, and proſperous, 'twere calie and prone (and notatall 
improbable) for us to glyde inſenſfibly intoall rebellions and. 
impietics, to ſwear fealty to Satan, that hath entertained us ſo 
hoſpitably, and ſuddenly to engage fo deep under his colours, - 
thattherewould be no retiving with hywrr, no _— 
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God without being infamous, without undergoing the brand 
of Apoſtates from Setan, of a kind of fedifragi, Covenant-breakgrs 
and Deſertors; Our repentance would goe tor the more ſcan- 
dalous thing , our redu&ion to our Allegiance to Heaven, 
would be forfeiting ofa truſt,and within appear the more i11ta- 


: voured reproachtull revolt ofthe ewo; Whereas i f we meet with 


ſome checks anddiſ{couragements betimes, ſome rouzing bruſhes 


ar the firſt entrance into the ſervice,'tis poſſible we may diſcern 
our crrour, eſpecially if it were the Fleſh that helped to ſeduce 


us, if the hope of Advantage that brought us into it , Becauſe 
the wicked goes unpuniſhed, therefore the heart of man is wholly ſet to do 
evill, ſaith Solomon, and theretore that God may not be thought 
to deſert them preſently at the firſt revolt, to. deliver up that 
heart of theirs to that hel upon earth upon this firſt ſingle provoca- 
tion,God is concern'd in faithfulneſſe to cauſe them to be troubled,not 
to lead them into this temptation to profane continuance in fin, but 
to give them this Grace, this Gift of punithment,to reduceand 
recall them preſently as ſoon as they are revolted, to let Satan 
or his Inſtruments looſe, to Diſeaſe and Awake this Drowzie 
Servant of his, who therefore. to ſuch purpoſes,though he bee 
caſt out of heaven, from being Gods meniall Servant, is ſtill 
vauens ©, Gods Officer, and Miniſter, retains ſo much 
of his old angelicall title, of being a Miniſtring ſpirit ; and that 
it we be not wanting to our felves, to the greateſt advantage of 
our ſoules, 4s xofurr, not tr eve22, a piece of Editying, not 
Sanguinary diſcipline. And let me tell you my opinion, that 
for that which is called Punitive juſtice, ſeverity or revenge on 
{in, that part of the Magiſtrates office among men to be. i«z& 
£s *yM,ay Avenger for wrath,were it not in meer neceſfary charity 
to them that are puniſh'd, or to them that are warn'd by others 
puniſhinent, there wereno reaſon tor any'man to infli& it upon 
anorher, 'twere wholly to be left to Gods tribunall. © 


Fr.,m this hinttwo things I defire to commend to my Audi- 


Ls 


tory, by way of Application. | 
: I. Thecare that they are to have, to take ſpeciall notice of 
every the. ſofteſt degree of ſmiting that ever befal1srhem in their 
lives; be-ic a ſickneſfſe, or a miſcarriage, a thouſand to one'It is an 
application 0: Gods to ſome ſpecial] diſtemper ofthine , to ſome 


degree 
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degree ofrevolt from him -,.ThisI'will not. ſay is perpetually 
true, becauſe I know there be other uſes per don or-the exer= 
ciſe of many Chriſtian vertnes, Jwhich would ruſt & ſully and 

come to little, and ſo Chriſt loſe all the glory and renowne, and 
weall the reward of them,if we had not ſuch occaſions to exer- 
ciſe rhemu) but I ſay the odds.is ſo great, when the rod of God 

cornes,that it comes for ſome ſuch revolt of thine,that certainly 
it is thy duty,ſo far to diſtruſt thine owne excellencies, as to 
doubt that ir comes not to thee meerly as to an athleta, or come 
batant, or perfeft Chriſtian, Tess Soruuarir, by way of tryall onely, 
but as co one guilty of ſome kind of revolt,and ſo $:5 xiazar;for 
puni and reformation: And though I cannot be confident it 

is ſo,yet believe me, thou haſt ſo much reaſon to ſuſpett thy: 
ſelf, thaa it will be worth thy paines to examine, upon every 

ſtroke on thy body, thy eſtate,nay on thy reputation,every curſing of 
« Shimei, every approach, or terrour,. brandiſhing the rod, or 
ſword againſt thee, that 'tis ſome preſent (inne of thine, ſome 
degree of inſtant revolt that hath brought this ſtroke upon thee. 
Bt ns= wa, ſaith Saint James, If any man ie fick. &c: The 
whole Text ſuppoſeth it ſtro probable, that he that 
is thus viſited hath committed ſome att of revelt either of 
greater or leſſer moment, either againſt God, or his- brother, to 
which that fickneſſe, hath ſome relation: and there is a notable 
place, Eccleſiaſticus 18. 21. Humble thy Jef jeſors thou be fick, and 
in the time of ſinnes ſhew repentance , ſuppoling the time of fins to 
be the forerunner of fitkreſſe ; and he chat would thus 
examine himſelf, whenſoever be hath any ſach bitter portion 
ſent him from God, aske his owne conſcience (his beſt adyi 


ſer 
- the queſtion,to what former diſeaſe it is, to which God & ue 


not as an. Enemy, but a Phyſitian hath accommodated this: ; | 
rty years hence thank me forthis ad- 


tion, he might porn « 
monition, and able to tel] we that from this day to that, he 


hath experimented the truth of the obſervation, never received 
a corroſtve-plaiſter from God, but upon enquiry = found a 
pow of dead-fleſh in himſelf, to which it clearly belonged; I 


ubc not but a few good memories might preſently bring: me. 


in a catalogue of proofs to my. obſervation, I defire you 
will be your owne Confelfours, ow doe it:to your a 
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thendoethe darythat in ſal} exfchelbiips'to' you.” Andthar | 
rsyFintheſecund place) not” only Schon the diſtale | 
before God moſt treely, and apply his phyfick arid our 4hygente 
to'the cure of it, but withall to look upon thefe ftrokes, as the 
foveraipn' ſt mercies,{o many beams of meer grace;Sermons from 4 
heaven; the very | bath ColÞthe price from heaven of 6Id,thar ſel- | 

donie'came birt with a clap” of thunder along with it, rierhods of 

Gods r4ſtraining,and exciting Spirit,and thanke Godas heartily | 
for theni, as for the richeſt boones, the warmeſt ſnanſhines, that 

you ever received frofn the ſun of righteouſneſſe, and being once 

made whole, reſcu'd (upon thy return) from one ſuch firft ſmi- 

ting; it concernes thee neerty for ever after,to go ſir n5 more,leff 

a fur worſe thing happen unto thee. Say 

- For fo Ftoldyou;there is a ſecond ſeaſon of ſmiting-and that 
of doubling. the blows, vi#.upon our revolting more. God doth 
not preſently upon the firſt recidivation,or relapſe,give up the 
ſinner for deſperate;he-concludes indeed moſt juftly and delibe. 
rately,that the zwxo2vmde, or diſafſeition is the ſtronger, when it: 
breaks forth again, the'/epreſte more dangerons, that it Preadsin 
the flefb; atter it hath been lookt on by the Prief, that 'the' former 
phy ck, if *twere faufficient to ſet him or his legs againe, was 
not yet able to make him a Baile ſound mare, forne venomous hu- | 
mour was lefr behind,and in al probability a ſtronger phyſick [ 
is now neceſſary | ——_ 9. whole courſe of fteele: A phy fick,God' | 
knows, that this Kingdom hath been under five or fix years, T 
would 1 could fay, the Patient had proſpered nnderit,nay that 
it had notgrowne far worſe, gone backwarll in al auſpicious ſnmp- 
thmes ever {ara as it that feels, tot ſufficiently prepared, were 
rarn'd into the habit of the body,& now wanted ſome higher 
chyrical preparations to work it out agaih. Tfthis be the cafe;as 
God knowes its too faſpiciogs it is; Fan then falie on my 

third generall,the onely caſewherein #2 fhuip: phyfick, becornes | 
unſeaſonable,whenthe more and the more God ſtrikes the more and rwre 
the ſimmer revolts,and to that I muſt now haſten. Fhy, &vc. . 

: A nice ſubtile queſtion anddifpute there hath been among 
Divines, which'may jn part have its deeifion from hence, cone" 
cetninga peculiar middle third kind of knowledge in God;as 
whether;on {uppofitionehar ſuch a thing ſhoukIcorne to Pa Y 4 

as which 
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: which 'neverfiall,God know what wil follow by way of cone 


mence:To this'purpoſe-many- notable: es of Scripture 
there are : the Oracle, ar Dortdreatived deg the nien-of 
Weildb, the affurance that they worlddeliver himprp;ithe/en- 
trufted himfſdfto them; though the truth is, henever made the 
tryall of their fincerity;but beleeved G4 the ſearcher of their 
herts,withour that morecolly experiment. $0-when-Chriſt 
affirtnes of Tyre and Sion;thar;if the tniracſes done'in Bethfaiden, 
bad been done dmong them,they had infaNliblyreperted:/And CoSamit 
Paul in his voyage by ſea,thattoldebe Mariners how-certain] 
they ſhould be caſtawayzif any wet Ons they 
neither went out,nor Joſtone life. Ando here; where'God by 
the Prophet forctels, that in caſe/he' iow Ahould fitte them 
«ty more, they would revolt more and more,” andehereforexeſolvesty 
give over ſmiting. To enter into any partoftharſubtile debace 
isnotmy deſigne,as remembring that of Grep:Naz: that the Ani- 
monites and the Moabites were not permitted to enter: into the 
Church' of God:i.e.ſfaith/he, anne), 2) a9 yengdyjporer Abyos, oye 
rious and/ſubtile diſcourſes, which'arenot'very 2 ito miniſter grace, 
or edtfication 10 the hearersthe remoſt tharbwillbe ofuſt orpro- 
fit to us,is,toobſerve this poſitive aphoriſuic of Godsmethods 
of diſcipline,of hisgratious erornomizy;ſeldome of never eo fetid 
DuUniſhments on any, but when they are probable eo doe foine 
podito work reformations on theni. Two caſts thereare in *Pþhy- 
ck.,when the Phyſitian'in all reaſon withdrawes Highand and 
is drugs, 1.When the Patient is deſperate;and the phyfick of an 
thigh nature; for then ſach coſtly drugs ould neeh -Be-prjered 
out,nor defamed,neither loſe their vertye,nor advenithte their re- 
'puatation on the deſperatepatient; as Tong as there ishope;they muſt 
! eplyed;(be it never fo chargeable or painful) tyen' ro'cup- 
-ping arid facrifycing,even (kit after ckin,'( axthoſeorſtr in Fi 
would be render'd, thoſe things that areneareftes is pic Mer 
"another and all that he hath wilt he give for hir ifezand'when thete 
3s no hope, fomecafie Phyſick fome' indifferent; tame” cordiafls 


"may beallow'd cill the [aſt gaſp:but the #951 thug; miift rior be 


4 
” 


- "thus riofouſly dealt with; &'{o in Hike mane? tothiedeſperate 


revoltet;the ſin my ſhiribiand the rant tiiayfell on'hirh,a8 wellas 
So them hope frtoMarneondi dF way bf cive, 
as Dd2 | ſac 
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ſach are Oy of Fortune,and the like: but forthe 
enagiſtralls of nature and art,ſuch areGads ſmitings and puniſhments, 
which coſt God deare,. as it were, he is faine to: fetch them 
from far,to geeout of m_—_ for them,in the Prophets ſtyle,Goe# 
will not be ſo prodigall of theſe , but when there is hope chat 
they may prove ſucceſſefull. 

And( againe,2 ly ,when: the condition is more hopefull, yet 
in caſe the kind of phyſick,is become too familiar with the body, | 
when it ceaſes to be phyſick and proves diet, turns into nouriſh» | 
ment 8&enereaſe of the diſcaſe,'tisthen moxe then time-to cha 7 
the bills; xo ſet the Patient to fome new courſe, and this is the 
caſc in the Text again;& I heartily wiſh to God,jt were not the | 
very -caſe of the Kingdom:I will not fay 'tisa deſperate patient, | 
that no method of Gods could poſſibly work ge..d on us, (no, 

L will hope andpray yet againſt our wiekednefſe;” and do it on this | 
very ſcore; Foralthough ſome part of the Nation have had,for 
ia longtine, little of this bitter phyfick adminiſtred to them by 
God;yet ſure ſome of usare ſtill under this care of the rod,have 
'not all ourcauſtick plaifters torne off from us,' from whence I _ 
think I may conclude,that Gad isftill a wreftling-with our dif- | 
eaſe, hath not yet given us quiteover unto death) but this I am | | 
afraid, may too truly ſay, thatof thoſe that are ſtill under | 


ane. 
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this ſharp & ſoveraigne courſe of phyfick,this of puniſhments, ( 
it is become too familiar with mct ofas, we look not on eur | 
affliftionsas on-medicines ſent us immediately ont of the ſpecial 


 diſpenſatory of- Heaven, but as the ordinary diet and portion 
of mortall mutable Men; I wiſh I could not adde, that our ma- 
lady hath.moſt highly thrived,and proſper'dunder ourPhyſick, 
. more new kindes, and varieties ofſ{inning,fromall the Na- 
. tions about us;nay from hell it ſelfe taken in, incorporateand 
;naturaliz:damong us, in a few yeares of Gods Sword bei 
drawn,bis thunderbolts ſcattered among us,a greater progr 
towards Atheiſm made generally in this Natio under this preach= 
#1gof the 70d, then in many Ages before had been obſervable a+ 
mong us;Let it be Is os — it _ _ 
tainly appear to the eternall ſhame ofa provoking people;that 
20 every degree of opprefſion and injuſtice, that this Nargi- 
" en. was formerly.guilty of, the thouſand-fold were ws very 
. moadcrate 


'* Sunu.X. Gods Complaint agaenſt Rewolters. 
moderate proportion; to every ogth, that was formerly darted 
in Heaven, thereare now whole vollies of perjurier, - never 


| 7 courſe and fturdy,ſo plaine, and boy ſterous a {in,ſo per» 
x weſt a Camel goe down 1o oth, andgoover [© eaſily. To omit-that 
prodigy of lying and(ſlandring(a vapour that came viſibly out: 
| of Hel,aſſoone as it was there reſolved that innocence muſt ſufe 
fer ſome fins as waſſtingas any in the whole inventary have of 
| late grown-ſo {ogra faſhionable in the world,that they have: 
| quire put off the nature of 1in, by _ our daily food, digeſted. 
; and converted into other ſhapes,as it (wallowed by a pious 
| man (who, God knows, muſt anſwer the deareſt for his re+ | 
| volts) they ſhould turne into his ſubſtance,become afts ofpietys 
Fl of the higheſt ſize, one ſuch metamorphos'd, transfigured finne 
| © Is become able to commute, and expiate for a hundred more,that 
| have not had the luck. of that diſguiſe; andiin a word, our re- 
volts are fo poutanty increaſed, improved-into ſuch a 
| mountainous vaſtneſie, fuch- a cotony of.none. but. gyantly 
ſhapes, that though I cannot undertake to forete]1 our tate, or 
aftirme'thatweare thoſe very. men'come to that veryerifungun | 
which God. by: the purport. of the doome in. my. Text,wil 
ſoone give over. ſmitinganymore,(which perhaps ſome might be 
f {fo madasto think an happy news,if they could but.hear of it, 
2 .and would be content to. venture any. hazard that this could 
| \ bring on them )yetthis hal from hence be able to pronounce 
BM : dogmatically.that.ſhould ſucha fate befall us, (cither the Na- 
cion in generall; or any of us in particular) ſhould there be a 
reſpite of the.rod, beforeany laying downe ofthe.ſins that cal- 
led tor it;a ceſſation of armes betwixt-heaven and earth , before a 
ceſſation of hoſtilities between earth and heaven, this were as the 
laſt,ſo theworſt ofevils, a calme to -be dreaded beyondall the 
loudeſt tempeſts, which wilbe the better evidenc'd & demonſtra- 
ted to youzif we proceed tothe.tourth & laſt particular,zbepit= 
ful eſtate of the ſinner,when in this caſe.Ged removes pr__ Why, &C- 
Todiſcern the.ſadneſſe, and deplorablenefie of this eſtate,. I. 
ſhall need give you no ſharper charafter of it, then onely this, 
that 'tis a. condition: that. forcech God to forſake us in- meer - 
mercy, to give over all ver of a to us, and 
; 


that. the.onely. degree of. Kendueſſ ett, whereot we Are.cap 
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| Inplaine termes,to thatmani or” people, thatis the worſe for 
Nripes, theſe two moſt unrecontHeable' contraries are "mot 'S 
ſadly true: JF te, | | 7 CHD SITES S 
| The removing of theſe ftripes is the greateſt judgement imaginable. 
: And yet 21y, That greateſt judgment is the onely remaining mer- 
ty alſo. | EE 
Y oa ter theſe ewoapart,you will ſee the trath of them. 
T. The removing the phyſick before it hath done the work , is the grea= 
Beft judgment, even ſubftraftion ofall grace, downright deſertion, 
andnothing more fatall then that to him that cannot recover, 
or repent himfelte, without the aſſiſtance of that phyſick ; ſtrokes ' 
&venotſent by God but asa laſt, and neceſfary' reſerve, when 
#long peaceſand profperity havebeen tryed.andnot been able ; 
to makeany impreſſion on fin, nay perhaps havegone over to 
the enemies ſide, taken part with'{inne, prov*dits prime friend, 
furnifh'dit with weapons,and ammunition, enabled it tortiot, 
and grow luxurious, and to think of being finall 'Conguerour 0- 
ver the Spirit of God, which hadie been kept low, it eould 'not | 
have'done, andin this cafe the weight andfortuneof the whole 
battel lies on ſripes,and if thoſe be commanded away by God,if 
_ calFdupon a firſt or ſecond repulſe, ifall Gods thunderbolts, 
the onely remaining hope , have the retreat ſounded to 
them, what a deſtiente, routed,forlorne eſtate is the Soule then | 
Teft in? Had fime been wounded or worſted in the fight, brought 
to ſome vilible declination, yet this withdrawing of thoſe forces 
'that gave this laſty affault, would preſently reſtore it to ſome 
Heart and courage again, would give it ſpace to 'wlly and re- 
cover ftrength;and ſo oft it falls out, that when afliGjons have 
done their work, mortified our exceſſes, and ſo march 'home 
again to Gad, intriumph over the enemy, yet within a while 
{ after the ſmart is forgotten) the very vanquiſh'd luſt returns, 
andgets ſtrength again, and, as tis oft in Thucydides ftory, by _> 
that timethetrophierare ſet up, the baftled enemy regains the ny 
field and viftory : -But when on the other fide, fin after the "'S:- 
.combate with Gods rod , comes off unwounded, and haile, and - | 
the bruiſed: and batter'd rod is ſeen to have retired alſo, then 
this is the-greateſt fleſhing of ſinne- imaginable, -a -perfe&t 
* Hlondllefſe victory over grace, Over Gods mercifull ' Spirit, —_ 
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with us; and nothing but banghtineſſe,and triumph, and obduratr- 


.on is to beiloakt for after ſuch ſucceſſes; And:this' is that fad 
Rate of deſertion F told you of, a leaving the poor fade, like him 
that had fan theeves, wounded. and half dead; and not fo 
much as one good Samaritan neer tobind up, Or powre in the leaſt 
drop of oyle.into the wounds,(tor 'tis not imaginable that eaſe,or 
peacey {o calme, ſo foft, fo puſulanimous a creature, as affluence or 
pevſperity is, ſhould ever come in to the refeue, ſhould doe ſuch 
valiant a&ts, when ſo much ftouter, fterner inſtruments have. been; 
ſoutterly repulſed) And yet in this fad .caſe,the matter is not 
yet at the higheſt, but, (which wasthe ſecond part ofthetrue,. 
but dulefull paradox) this very deſertion, is the onely tolerable 
mercy now behind; Should God continue ftripes, and they 
ſtill make the {inner more Atheiſticall, this, I ſay, would but in«- 
creaſe the load in hell; Every improfperous ſtroke on the ſteel'd. 
anyil-heart will but adde to the tale of oppoſitions, andaffronts,. 
and reſiſtances, and-ſo to the catologue of guilts and woes, that 
ſad arreare which another world wil ſee paid diſtin&ly; and; 
fo the calling off, or intercepting of theſe ſtrokes, (4. e. theſe 
our unhappy advantages and: opportunities of erhanfing our 
ſcore, or reckoning, )-is a kinde of merey ſtill, though bur a pi- 
tifull one; and if God do not think fit to afford us this-mercy.,. 
if God do not give over ſmiting in this<caſe,this is then his grea- 
ter ſeverity yet. | ; | = 
- And(oIconceivethe impenitents ſtate brought to an exmas-- 
dinary iſſue, that whatſoever. God deal out to us, the conſec 
is aſa nature moſt exquiſitely miſerable; if he take off his. pu=- 
 niſhmets,we are in a deſperatecftate,there's nothing left, in any 
degree probable to do any. good on us;and it hedo not take them 
offch ey do but accurndate,and heighten oar future taments, the 
mercy is a cruel! merey , and the ſeveritya cruell OrT Koa leaves 
us in apa!ſte ar lethargy, a dead ſtupid mortified ſtate, andthe fee. 
cond encreaſes the feauer,adds fuel to the flames : Tfhe ſtrike not, . 
we lie dead in{{in,as ſo many trunks and carcaffes before him: if- 
he ſtrike on,heawakes.us into oathes and blaſphemies, and ſo fill: 
moredirefull provocations. ; © nx 
And ſo,as we are wont:to ſay of an erroneous Conſcience,in cal 
the commands areJawful, which that:thinkes —_ 
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Gods Complaint againſt Revolters, Suxu. Xe - 
fins which way ſoever it moves,by diſobedience,againftthe da- = 7 
ty of the-fift Commandement;and by obedience, againſt the di- = I 
te of conſcience, (a ſad exigenceno way in the world to: be 4 
avoided;but by gering our of the prime foundamentall infeli- 
city, getting the-erronious Conſcience informed and veRtitied:) 10 
is it, in a manner, with God towards this unhappy creatare of 
-hisxthathhath not, mor is nor like to edifie under ſtripes, he 
wounds ie mortally, whatſoever he deligneth roward it; his 
.deſertion is cruell, and his not deſerting is cruell too. Lay but the 
ſcene of this Kingdome at this time.Cof which I may ſay, 'tis a - 
NKubborne unnurtur'd ſcholar of Gods,avery ill proficient un- 
. der ſtripes, far worſe, and more hopeleſſe now, then when firſt - 
it came under this diſcipline) and I ſhal challeng the prudenteſt 
diviner under Heaven , to tell me rationally, what *rwere but 
tolerably charitable to wiſh, or pray for it, in reſpect ofthe re- 
wvall of Gods judgements: Should we be refpited, before we be 
in any degree reformed, thruſt out of Gods Schoole, now we 
areat the wildeſt, This were a wofull change , removing of 
Canaanites, and delivering us upto the beaſts of the field, breaking 
downthe inclſere, andiettingus into the wilderneſſe, reſcuing 
us outof purgatory, and cafting us into hell, and never any 
Orate pro anima, prayer for deliverance out of thoſe poetick, 
LHames, was ſo impious, ſo unkind as this. And whilſt I 
have this proſpet before me, me thinks Iam obliged in very 
charity to pray, Lord ke us in this Limbo ffill, theſe but tran- 
fitory affliftions of this life, which in compariſon with ſpiri- 4 
zuall deſertion, or delivering up to our ſelves, is a very cheerful ; 
&comfortable condition:And yer ſhould God thus hearken to 
that prayer,continue us under this diſcipline Jonger,provide 
anew ſtock of Artillery, and empty another Heaven, another 23 
inc,and Armory apon us,and all prove but bruta fuhnine "WW - 
ſill another ſeaven yeares ef judgments, thrive no better with "I 
us, then the 1aſt fad apprentiſhip hath done: O what an T9067 
enhanſement would this be of ourreckoning?Whata ſad ſcore 
ofaggravations, (that is, of ſo many mercies and graces, ſo 
many wreſtlings of his Spirit with fin, all —__ and re- 
pell'd by us) & conſequenly. whata = ofguilts/ coward the 
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ſalvo to this intricacy, I ſuppole 'tis prone to any man todi- 
vine; why, to reform the fundamentall error, which can other. 
wiſe never be repair dafter,to begin, if it be but now, to edifie, 
4to be the better for ſtripes, to ſet every man to this one late, 
butneceſfary reſolution, and not to be content to have done 
ſomewhat at home in private, every man in mending one, as 
they fay, (though if that were done uniformly, *twould ſerve 
the turn)but every man, whoſe beart the Lord hath ſfirucken to be a 
convert-humble-mourner for the-iniquity of his people, (f r 
the provocations of this Church, and — and for the 
plague of his own heart ) to go out,and call all the idle by-ſtanders 
in the field, to draw as many more as 'cis poſſible, into that en- 
gagement, and in this ſenſeto bring into- the ſervicea whole 
army of Covenanters and Reformers, every man yowing hoſtility 
againſt thoſe waſting ſins of his, that have thas long kept a 
tortur'd broken Kingd »me and Church upon the wheel, which 
can never get off, till we come whole {holes of ſuppliants, and 
auxiliaries to its reſcue; nay till the ſins that firſt beough it co 
this execution, become the «17 u207, be delivered up cheerfully 
to ſuffer in the ſtead. That this work be at length begun in ſome 
earneſt, you will ſurely give Ged and his Angels, and your 
friends leave to expett with ſome impatience ; and 'twere even 
pity they ſhould any longer be fruſtrated : If they may at laſt 
beſo favour'd by us, our ftate will be as great a riddle of mercy 
and of liſſe, as *twas even now of ſadneſſe and horrour: Let God 
doe what he pleaſe to us for the turning, or for the continuing our 
captivity, *twill be matter of infinite advantage , and joy to us; 
It ke continue us ſtill upon the crofle, after the conſunmatum eft, 
after the work is done, after it is a reform'd, purified Nation; O 
that is a ſuper-angelicall ſtate , a laying a toundacion in that 
deep,for the higher and more glorious yy wan of joy and 
Bliſſe in another world;Nay, it he ſhould ſweep us away in one 
Akeldama, this were to the true Penitent , bat the richer boon, 
a tranſplantation only,a ſending us out a trixmphant(not 4 
colony to heaven. Or S# wee be then taken down from the Croſſe, 
and put into the quiet chambers , or dormitories, if there 
be ſeaſpns of reſtand peace yet behind upon this earth in theſe 
ourdayes, O they will be rich ſeaſons = opportunity to _—_ 
e ort 
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THE END. 
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